X 



<1 




~r 




* 






Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



THE 



S * 1 



\rA 



WORKS 

OF 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

EDMUND BURKE. 



A NEW EDITION. 



VOL. VII. 




&onbott: 

PRINTED FOR F. C. and J.RIVINGTON, 
St. Paul’s Church-Yard \ 

SOLD ALSO BY J. HATCHARD, PICCADILLY. 

1808 . 



Digitized by Google 






Punted by Luke Hanford and Son*, 
near Lincoln’s-] iui Fields. 



Digitized by Google 



I 






CONTENTS. 



' VOL. VI L 

Hints fur a Memorial to be delivered to Mon - 
Jieur de M. M, - page 1 

Thoughts on French Affairs - - - 7 

Heads for Confi deration on the prefent State of 
Affairs - - - - - - 87 

Remarks on the Policy of the Allies tcith reJpcPl 

to France - - - - - 117 

Appendix - - - - ->-201 

Obfervations on the Conduct of the Minority, in 
a letter addrejfed to the Duke of Portland 
and Lord Fitzwilliam - - -217 

Preface to the Addrefs of M. Briffot to his Con- 
Jlituents - - - - - - 2175 

Appendix ------- 32Q 

Letter to William Elliot, Eji/uire, occafoned by 
a Speech made in the Iloufe of Lords l\y the 

**** 0 j »*»*»*» „ ^ 

Thoughts and Details on Scarcity - - 373 



HINTS 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



HINTS 

FOR 

A MEMORIAL 

TO BE DEL1VEUED TO 

MONSIEUR BE M. M. 

WRITTEN IN THE EARLY PART OF 

1791 - 



' Vol. VII. B 



Digitized by Google 





Digitized by Google 




I 



HINTS 

FOR 

A MEMORIAL 

TO BE DELIVERED TO 

i 

MONSIEUR DE M. M. 

r | ''HE king my matter, from his fincere defire 
of keeping up a good correfpondence with 
his moft Chriftian majefty,and the French nation, 
has for fome time beheld, with concern, the con- 
dition into which that fovereign and nation have 
fallen. 

Notwithftandingthe reality and the warmth of 
thofe fentiments, his Britannick majefty has hi- 
therto forborne in any manner to take part in their 
affairs; in hopes, that the common intereft of 
king and fubje&s would render all parties fenfible 
of the neceffity of fettling their government and 
their freedom, upon principles of moderation ; as 
the only means of fecuring permanence to both 
thefe bleffmgs, as well as internal and external 
tranquillity, to the kingdom of France, and to all 
Europe. 

Hi? Britannick majefty finds, to his great re- 
gret, that his hopes have not been realized. He 

b ‘l finds, 
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finds, that confufions and diforders have rather 
increafed than diminilhed, and that they now 
threaten to proceed to dangerous extremities. 

In this fituation of things, the fame regard to a 
neighbouring fovereign living in friendlhip with 
Great Britain, the famefpiritof good-will to the 
kingdom of France, the fame regard to the general 
tranquillity, which have caufed him to view, with 
concern, the growth and continuance of the pre- 
fen t diforders, have induced the king of Great 
, Britain to interpofehis good offices towards a re- 
concilement ofthofe unhappy differences. This his 
majelty does w ith the moft cordial regard to the 
good of all defcriptions concerned, and with the 
moft perfect fincerity, wholly removing from his 
royal mind, all memory of every circumftanee 
which might impede him in the execution of a 
plan of beneyolence which he has fo much at 
heart. 

1 1 is majelty, having always thought ithisgreateft 
glory, that he rules over a people, perfectly and 
folidly,becaufefoberly, rationally, and legally free, 
can never be fuppofed to proceed in offering thus 
his royal mediation, but with an unaffected defire 
and full refolution, to confider the letlTcnicnt of a 
free eonftitution in France, as the v£ry bifis 6’f aiyy 
agreement between the fovereign and thofeof his 
fubjeCts who are unhappily at variance with him ; 
to guarantee it to them, if itihould be defired, in 

tl\fi 
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the moft folemn and authentick manner, and 
to do all that in him lies to procure the like 
guarantee from other powers. 

His Britannick majeftv, in the fame manner, 
alfurcs the moft Chriftian king, that he knows 
too well, and values too highly, what is due to 
the dignity and rights of crowned heads, and to 
the implied faith of treaties which have always 
been made with the crown of France, ever to 
liften to any propofition by which that monarchy 
fhall be defpoiled of all its rights, fo elfential for 
the fupport of the confideration of the prince, 
and the concord and welfare of the people. 

If, unfortunately, a due attention fhould not 
be paid to thefe his majefty’s benevolent and 
neighbourly offers, or, if any circumftances 
fhould prevent the moft Chriftian king from 
acceding, (as his majefty has no doubt he is well 
dilpofed to do) to this healing mediation in 
favour of himfelf and all his fubjefts, his majefty 
has commanded me to take leave of this court, 
as not conceiving it to be fuitable to the dignity 
of his crown, and to what he owes to his faithful 
people, any longer to keep a publick minifter at 
the court of a fovereign who is not in pofleflion 
of his own liberty. 
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T N all our tranfadlions with France, and at all 
■*- periods, we have treated with that hate on the 
footing of a monarchy. Monarchy was coniidered 
in all the external relations of that kingdom with 
every power in Europe as its legal and conftitu- 
tional government, and that in which alone its 
federal capacity was veiled. 

Itisnotyetayeariince Moniieur deMontmorin, 
formally, and with as little refpedt as can be ima- 
gined, to the king, and to all crowned heads, an- 
nounced a total revolution in that country. He 
has informed the Britifh miniftry, that its frame of 
government is wholly altered ; that he is one of 
the miniilers of the new fy ilem ; and in effect, that 
the king is no longer his mailer (nor does he even 
call him fucli) but the “firji of the ininijiers ,” in 
the new fyilem. 

The. 
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Acceptance 
of the con- 
ftitution ra- 
tified. 



The fccond notification was that of the king’s 
acceptanceof the new conftitution ; accompanied 
with fanfaronades in the modern ftyle of the 
French bureaus, things which have much more 
the air and character of the faucy declamations 
of their clubs, than the tone of regular office. 

It has not been very ufual to notify to foreign 
courts, any thing concerningtheinternalarrange- 
inents of any ftate. In the prefent cafe, the cir- 
cumftance of thefe two notifications, with the 
obfervations with which they are attended, does 
not leave it in the choice of the fovereigns of 
Chriftendom to appear ignorant either of this 
French revolution, or (what is more important) 
of its principles. 

We know that very foon after this manifefto of 
Monfieur de Montmorin, the king of France, in 
whofe name it was made, found himfelf obliged to 
fly, with his whole family ; leaving behind him a 
declaration, in which he difavows and annuls that 
conftitution, as having been the effeft of force on 
his perfon and ufurpation on his authority. It is 
equally notorious that this unfortunate prince was, 
with many circumftances of infult and outrage, 
brought back prifoner, by a deputation of the pre- 
tended national alfembly, and afterwards fuf- 
pended by their authority, from his government. 
Under equally notorious conftraint, and under me- 
naces of total depofition, he has been compelled to 

accept 
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accept what they call aconftitution, and to agree 
to whatever elfe the ufurpecl power, which holds 
him in confinement, thinks proper to impofe. 

His next brother, who had fled with him, and 
his third brother, who had fled before him, all the 
princes of his blood, who remained faithful to him, 
and the flower of his magiftracy, his clergy, and 
his nobility, continue in foreign countries, proteft- 
ing againft all a£ls done by him in his prefent 
fituation, on the grounds upon which he had him- 
felf protefted againft thematthetimeof hisflight; 
with this addition, that they deny his very com- 
petence, (as on good grounds they may) to abro- 
gate the royalty, or the antient conftitutional 
orders of the kingdom. In this proteft they are 
joiued by three hundred of the late aflembly itfelf, 
and in effeft, by a great part of the French nation. 
The new government (fo far as the people dare to 
difclofe their fentiments) is difdained, I am per- 
fuaded, by the greater number; who, as M. de la 
Fayette complains, and as the truth is, have de- 
clined to take any fhare in the new elections to the 
national aflembly, either as candidates or eleflors. 

In this ftate of things (that is in the cafe of a 
divided kingdom) by* the law of nations, Great 
Britain, like every other power, is free to take any 
part flie pleafes. She may decline, with more or 

* See Vattel, b. ii. e. 4. fed. 56 . and b. iii. c. 18. fed. 2 96 . 

lefs- 



Digitized by Google 




1 2 



THOU GHtS O.V 



lefs formality, according to her difcretion, to ac- 
knowledge this new fyftem; or die may recognife 
it as a government defaclo y fetting afide all dif- 
cuffion of its original legality, and confidering 
the antient monarchy as at an end. The law of 
nations leaves our court open to its choice. We 
have no direction but what is found in the well- 
underflood policy of the king and kingdom. 

This declaration of a new fpccies of govern- 
ment, on new principles, (fuch it profefles itfelf 
to be) is a real crifis in the politicks of Europe. 
The conduct which prudence ought to dictate 
to Great Britain, will not depend (as hitherto 
our connexion or quarrel with other bates has for 
fome time depended) upon merely external rela- 
✓ tions ; but in a great meafure alfo upon the fyf- 
tem which we may think it right to adopt for the 
internal government of our own country. 

If it be our policy to aflimilate our government 
to that of France, we ought to prepare for this 
change, by encouraging thefehemesof authority 
efiabHlhed there. We ought to wink at the cap-s 
tiyity and depofltion of a prince, with wdiom, if 
not in clofe alliance, we were in friendflrip. We 
ought to fall in with the ideas of Monf. Mont- 
morin’s circular manifefto ; and to do bnfincfs of 
courfe with the funftionaries who a6t under the 
new power, by which that king, to whom his 
majefty’s minifter has been fent to refide, has been 

depofed 
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depofed and imprifoned. On that idea we ought 
alfo to with-hold all forts of dire A or indirect 
countenance from thofe who are treating in 
Germany for the re-eftablifliment of the French 
monarchy and the ancient orders of that date. 
This conduA is fuitable to this policy. 

The queftion is, whether this policy be fuitable 
to the interefts of the crown and fubjcAs of Great 
Britain. Let us therefore a little confider the true 
nature and probable eft’eAs of the revolution 
which, in fuch a very unufual manner, has been 
twice diplomatically announced to his majefty. 

There have been many internal revolutions in 
the government of countries, both as to perfons 
and forms, in which the neighbouring Itates have 
had little or no concern. Whatever the govern- 
ment might be with refpeA to thofe perfons and 
thofe forms, the ftationary interefts of the nation 
concerned, have moft commonly influenced the 
new governments in the fame manner in which 
•they influenced the old ; and the revolution, turn- 
ing on matter of local grievance, or of local ac- 
commodation, did not extend beyond its ter- 
ritory. f 

The piefenti^evolution in 'France feems to me 
• to be quite'Of another charaAer and defer iptioii-; 
ahd to bear httfe'refetli bianco op analogy to an v of 
thoffe which have been brought about in Europe, 
updn principles merely political. It is a revolu- 
tion oj doctrine and theoretick dogma. It has a 

much 
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much greater refemblance to thofe changes which 
have been made upon religious grounds, in which 
a fpirit of profelytifm makes an effential part. 

The lad revolution of dodhine and theory 
which has happened in Europe, is the reforma- 
tion. It is not for my purpofe to take any notice 
here of the merits of that revolution, but to ftate 
one only of its effe&s. 

That effect was to introduce other inter efts into 
all countries than thofe which arofe from their 
locality and natural circumjlances. The prin- 
ciple of the reformation was fuch, as 1 by its 
effence, could not be local or confined to the 
country in which it had its origin. For inftance, 
the doftrine of “ Juftification by faith or by 
works,” which was the original bafis of the re- 
formation, could not have one of its alternatives 
true as to Germany, and falfe as to every other 
country. Neither are queftions of theoretick 
truth and falfehood governed by circumftances 
any more than by places. On that opcafion, 
therefore, the fpirit of profelytifm expanded it- 
felf with great elafticity upon all (ides; and great 
divifions were every where the refult. 

Thefe divifions, however, in ap[>carai]ce merely 
;dogmatick, foon became mixed wifhtbe political ; 
'land their effects were rendered n^dviporf intf^e 
.from this combi nation. Euro}jfe,,W4s,fbi; a; -{png 
-time divided into two great factions, under the 
‘•mime of Catholick and Proteftant, which pptonly 
hj. u 4 often 
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often alienated date from date, but alfo divided 
almoft every (late within itfelf. The warm parties 
in each ftate were more affectionately attached to 
- thole of their own doctrinal intereft in fome other 
country than to their fellow citizens, or to their 
natural government, when they or either of them 
happened to be of a different perfuafion. Thefe 
factions, wherever they prevailed, if they did not 
abfolutely deftroy, at leaft weakened and diffract- 
ed the locality of patriotifm. The public affec- 
tions came to have other motives and other ties. 

It wdhld be to repeat the hiftory of the two 
laft centuries to exemplify the effeCts of this 
revolution. 

Although the principles to which it gave rife, 
did not operate with a perfect regularity and con- 
ftaney, they never wholly ceafed to operate. Few 
•wars were made, and few treaties were entered 
into, in which they did not come in for fome 
part. They gave a colour, a character, and direc- 
tion to all the politicks of Europe. 

Thefe principles of internal, as well as external Newr y r- 
divilion and coalition, are but juft now extinguiih- jJXfck*. 
ed. But they who will examine into the true cha- 
racter and genius of fome late events, muff be far 
tisfied that other fources of faCtion, combining 
parties among the inhabitants of different coun- 
tries into one connexion, are opened, and that 
from thefe fources are likely to arife effeCts full as 

important 
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important as thofe which had formerly arifen from 
the jarring interefts of the religious fedts. The in- 
tention of the feveral adiors in the change in 
France, is not a matter of doubt. It is very openly 
prof'effed. 

In the modern world, before this time, there has 
been no inftance of this fpirit of general political 
faftion, feparated from religion, pervading feveral 
countries, and forming a principle of union be- 
tween the partifans in each. But the thing is not 
lefs in human nature. The antient world has fur- 
nifhed a ftrong and ftriking inftance uf fuch a 
ground for fadtion, full as powerful and full as 
mifchievous as our fpirit of religious fyftem had 
ever been, exciting in all the ftates of Greece (Eu- 
ropean and Afiatiek) the moft violent animofities, 
and the moft cruel and bloody perfections and 
profcriptions. Thefe antient factions in each com- 
monwealth of Greece, connedled themfelves with 
tbofe of the fame defcription in fome other ftates; 
andfecret cabals and publick alliances were carried 
on and made, not upon a conformity of general 
political interefts, but forthefupportand aggran- 
dizement of the two leading ftates which headed 
theariftocratick and democratick factions. For, 
as in latter limes, thekingof Spain was at the head 
of a catholick, and the king of Sweden of a pro- 
teftant intereft, France, (though catholick, acting 
fubordinatelv to the latter,) inthclike manner the 

Lacedemonian^ 



Digitized by Google 




FRENCH AFFAIRS. 17 

Lacedemonians were every where at the head of 
the ariftocratick interefts, and the Athenians of 
the democratick. The two leading powers kept 
alive a conftant cabal and confpiracy in every 
ftate, and the political dogmas concerning the 
conftitution of a republick, were the great inftru- 
ments by which thefe leading ftates chofe to 
aggrandize themfelves. Their choice was not 
unwife; becaufc the intereft in opinions (merely 
as opinions, and without any experimental refer- 
ence to their effefts) when once they take ftrong 
hold of the mind, become the moft operative of 
all interefts, and indeed very often fuperfede 
every other. 

I might further exemplify the poftibility of a 
political fentiment running through various ftates 
and combining factions in them, from the hiftory 
of the middle ages in the Guelfs and Ghibellines. 
Thefe werepoliticalfaftionsoriginally infavourof 
the emperour and the pope, with no mixture of 
religious dogmas; or if any thing religioufly doc- 
trinal they had in them originally, it very foon 
difappeared ; as their fir ft political objects difap- 
peared alfo, though the fpirit remained. They 
became no more than names to diftinguifh fac- 
tions ; but they were not the lefs powerful in their 
operation, when they had no direct point of doc- 
trine, either religious or civil, to affert. For a long 
time, however, thofe fa6tions gave no frnall de- 
gree of influence to the foreign chiefs in every 
Vol. VII. C commonwealth 
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commonwealth in which they exifled. I do not 
mean to purfue farther the track of thefe parties. 

I allude to this part of hiftory only, as it 
furni/hes an inftance of that fpeeies of faCtion 
which broke the locality of publick affections; 
and united defcriptions of citizens more with 
ftrangers than with their countrymen of different 
opinions. 

The political dogma, which upon the new 
French fyftcm, is to unite the factions of different 
nations, is this, “ That the majority, told by 
“ the head, of the taxable people in every coun- 
“ try, is the perpetual, natural, unceafing, inde- 
“ feafible fovereign ; that this majority is per- 
“ feCtly matter of the form, as well as the admi- 
“ niftration of the ftate, and that the magiltrates, 
“ under M’hatever names they are called, are only 
“ functionaries to obey the orders, (general as 
“ laws or particular as decrees) which that ma- 
“ jority may make ; that this is the only natural 
“ government; that all others are tyranny and 
“ ufurpation.” 

In order to reduce this dogma into practice, the 
republicans in France, and their affociates in other 
countries, make it always their bufmefs, and often 
their publick profeffion, to deftroy all traces of an- 
tienteftablifhments, and to form a new common- 
wealth in each country, upon the bafis of the 
French Rights of Men. On the principle of thefe 
rights, they mean to inftitute in every country, 
r - • J and 
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and as it were, the germe of the whole, parochial 
governments, for the purpofe of what they call 
equal reprefentation. From them is to grow, by 
fome media, a general council and reprefentative 
of all the parochial governments. In that repre- 
fentative is to be veiled the whole national 
power; totally abolifhing hereditary name and 
office, levelling all conditions of men, (except 
•where money muji make a difference, breaking 
all connexion between territory and dignity, and 
abolifhing every fpecies of nobility, gentry, and 
church eftablifhments ; all their priefts, and all 
their magiftrates being only creatures of ple&ion 
and penfioners at will. 

Knowing how oppofite a permanent landed in- 
tereft is to that fcheme, they have refolved, and it 
is the great drift of all their regulations, to reduce 
that defeription of men to a mere peafantry, for 
the fuftenance of the towns, and to place the true 
effective government in cities, among the tradef- 
men, bankers, and voluntary clubs of bold, pre- 
fuming young perfons; advocates, attornies, no- 
taries, managers of newfpapers, and thofe cabals 
of literary men, called academies. Their repub- 
lick istohave a firft functionary, (as they call him) 
under the name of king, or not, as they think fit. 
This officer, when fuch an officer is permitted, is 
however, neither infaCtnor name, to be confidered 
as fo vereign, nor the people as his fubjeCts. The very 
ufe of thefe appellations is offenfive to their ears. 

c 2 This 
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This fyftem, as it has firfl been realized, dogma- 
tically, as well as practically, in France, makes 
Partifans of France the natural head of all factions formed on 
(yRcm. a fnnilar principle, wherever they may prevail, as 
much as Athens was the head and fettled ally of 
all democratick factions, wherever they exifted. 
The other fyftem has no head. 

This fyftem has very many partifans in every 
country in Europe, hut particularly in England, 
where they are already formed into a body, com- 
prehending moft of the dilfenters of the three lead- 
ing denominations ; to thefe are readily aggre- 
gated all who are dilfenters in character, temper, 
and difpolition, though not belonging to any of 
their congregations — that is, all the reftlefs people 
who refemble them, of all ranks and all parties — 
Whigs, and even Tories — the whole race of half- 
bred fpeculators ; — all theAtheifts, Delfts, andSo- 
cinians ; — all thofe who hate the clergy, and envy 
the nobility ; — a good many among the monied 
people the Eaft Indians almott to a man, who 
cannot bear to find that their prefent importance 
does not bear a proportion to their wealth. Thefe 
latter have united themfelves into one great, and 
in my opinion, formidable club,* which, though 
now quiet, may be brought into action with con- 
fiderable unanimity and force. 

* Originally called The Bengal club ; but fince opened ta 
perfons from the other prefidencics, for the purpofe of con- 
folidating the whole Indian intereft. 

Formerly 
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Formerly few, except the ambitious great, or 
the defperate and indigent, were to be feared as 
inftruments in revolutions. What has happened 
in France teaches us, with many other things, 
that there are more caufes than have commonly 
been taken into our confideration, by which go- 
vernment may be fubverted. The monied men, 
merchants, principal tradefmen, and men of let- 
ters (hitherto generally thought the peaceable and 
even timid part of fociety) arc the chief a&ors in 
the French revolution. But the fa6l is, that as 
money increafes and circulates, and as the circu- 
lation of news, in politicks, and letters, becomes 
more and more difi'ufed, the perfons who diffufe 
this money, and this intelligence, become more 
and more important. This was not long undis- 
covered. Views of ambition were in France, for 
the firlt time, p re fen ted to thefe dalles of men. 

Objects in the Hate, in the army, in the fyftem of 
civil offices of every kind. Their eyes were daz- 
zled with this new profpect. They were, as it 
were, ele&rified and made to lofe the natural fpirit 
of their fituation. A bribe, great without example 
in the hiftory of the world, was held out to 
them — the whole government of a very large 
kingdom. 

There are fevcral who are perfuaded that the Grounds oj 

• ill/’ fecuritjr 

fame thing cannot happen in England, becaufe ruppofed 
here, (they fay) the occupations of merchants, land. 

c 3 tradefmen, 
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tradefmen, and manufacturers, are not held as 
degrading fituations. I once thoughtthatthe low 
eftimation in which commerce was held in France, 
might be reckoned among the caufes of the late 
revolution ; and Iamftillof opinion, thattheex- 
clufivefpiritof the French nobility, did irritate the 
wealthy of other clafies. But I found long fince, 
that perfons in trade and bufmefs were by no 
means defpifed in France in the manner Iliad been 
taught to believe. As to men of letters, they were 
fo far from being defpifed or negleCted, that there 
was no country perhaps in the univerfe, in which 
they Mere fo highly efteemed, courted, carelfed, 
and even feared ; tradefmen naturally w*ere not fo 
much fought in fociety (as not furniffiingfo largely 
to the fund of converfation as they do to the reve- 
nues of the ftate) but the latter defeription gotfor- 

iweMt ward every day. M. Badly, who made himfetf 
the popular mayor on the rebellion of the Baftile, 
and is a principal aCtor in the revolt, before the 
change, pofiell’ed a penfion or office under the 
crown, of fix hundied pound Englilh, a year ; for 
that country, no contemptible provifion : and this 
he obtained lolely as a man of letters, and on no 

Monied other title. As to the monied men — whilft the 

mtereit* 

monarchy continued, there is no doubt, that 
merely as fuch, they did not enjoy the privileges 
of nobility, but nobility was of fo eafy an acquifi- 
tion, that it was the fault or negleCt of all of that 

defeription. 
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defcription, who did not obtain its privileges, for 
their lives at leaft, in virtue of office. It attached 
under the royal government to an innumerable 
multitude of places, real and nominal, that were 
vendible; and fuch nobility were as capable of 
every thing as their degree of influence or intereft 
could make them, that is, as nobility of n& con- 
fiderable rank or confequence. M. Necker, fo far 
from being a French gentleman, was not fo much 
as a Frenchman born, and yet we all know the 
rank in which he flood on the day of the meeting 
of the dates. 

As to the mere matter of edimation of the mer- Mercamiia 
cantile or any other clafs, this is regulated by opi- 
nion and prejudice. In England afecuritv againft 
the envy of men in thefe claffes, is not fo very com- 
plete as we may imagine. We mud not impofe 
upon ourfelves. What inftitutions and manners 
together had done in France, manners alone do 
here. It is the natural operation of things where 
there exifts a crown, a court, fplendid orders of 
knighthood, and an hereditary nobility ; — where 
there exifts a fixed, permanent, landed gentry, 
continued in greatnefs and opulence by the law of 
primogeniture, and by a protc&ion given to fa- 
mily fettlements ; — w here there ex ifts a danding 
army and navy ; — where there exifts a church eda- 
blilhment, which beftows on learning and parts an 
intered combined with that of religiou and the 
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ftate ; — in a country where fuch things exift, 
wealth, new in its acquifition, and precarious in 
its duration, can never rank firft, or even near 
the firft; though wealth lias its natural weight, 
further, than as it is balanced and even preponde- 
rated amongft us as amongft other nations, by ar- 
tificial inilitutions and opinions growing out of 
them. At no period in the hiftory of England 
have fo few peers been taken out of trade or from 
families newly created by commerce. In no pe- 
riod has fo fmall a number of noble families en- 
tered into the counting-houfe. I can call to mind 
but one in all England, and his is of near fifty 
years (landing. Be that as it may, it appears plain 
to me from my beft obfervation, that envy and 
ambition may by art, managementand difpofition, 
be as much excited amongft thefe deferiptions of 
men in England, as in any other country; aud 
that they are juft as capable of acting a part in 
any great change. 

Progrefs of What direction the French fpirit of profelytifm 

the French _ _ 1 . r J 

fpirit— its is likely to take, and in what order it is likely to 

courfe. ... r . . 

prevail in the feveral parts of Europe, it is not 
eaf} 7 to determine. The feeds are fown almoft 
every where, chiefly by newfpaper circulations, 
infinitely more efficacious and extenfivethan ever 
they were. And they are amore important inftru- 
ment than generally is imagined. They are a 
part of the reading of all, they are the whole of 
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the reading of the far greater number. There are 
thirty of them in Paris alone. The language dif- 
fuses them more widely than the Englilh, though 
the Engliih too are much read. The writers of 
thefe papers indeed, for the greater part, are either 
unknown or in contempt, but they are like a bat- 
tery in which the ftroke of any one ball produces 
no great effed, but the amount of continual repe- 
tition is decifive. Let us only fuffer any perfon to 
tell us his ftory, morning and evening, but for one 
twelvemonth, and he will become our mafter. 

All thofe countries in which feveral dates are 
comprehended under fome general geographical 
defeription, and loofely united by fome federal 
conftitution ; countries of which the members are 
fmall, and greatly diverfified in their forms of go- 
vernment, and in the titles by which they are held 
—thefe countries, as it might be well expeded, 
are the principal objeds of their hopes and machi- 
nations. Of thefe, the chief are Germany and 
Switzerland: after them, Italy has its place as in 
circumdances fomewhat dmilar. 

As to Germany, (in which, from their relation Germany, 
to the emperour, I comprehend the Belgick pro- 
vinces) it appears to me to be from feveral circum- 
dances, internal and external, in a very critical 
dtuation, and the laws and liberties of the empire 
are by no means fecure from the contagion of the 
French dodrinesandtheeffedofFrenchiutrigues; 

or 
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or from the ufe which two of the greater German 
powers may make of a general derangement, to 
the general detriment. I do not fay that the 
French do not mean to beftow on thefe German 
ftates, liberties and laws too, after their mode ; 
but thofe are not what have hitherto been under- 
ftood as the laws and liberties of the empire. 
Thefe exift and have always exifted under the 
principles of feodal tenure and fucceflion, under 
imperial conftitutions, grants and conceflions of 
fovereigns, family compacts and publick treaties, 
made under the fan&ion, and fotne of them gua- 
ranteed bv the fovereign powers of other nations, 
and particularly the old government of France, 
the author and natural fupport of the treaty of 
Weftphalia. 

In fliort’, the Germanick body is a vaft mafs of 
heterogeneous ftates, held together by that hetero- 
geneous body of old principles which formed the 
publick law pofitive and do&rinal. The modern 
Jaws and liberties which the new power in France 
propofes to introduce into Germany, and to fuj>- 
port with all its force, of intrigue and of arms, is 
of a very different nature, utterly irreconcileable 
with the firft, and indeed fundamentally the re- 
verfe of it: I mean the rights and liberties of the 
man , the droit de I'homme. That this doctrine 
has made an amazing progrefs in Germany, there 
cannot be a ftiadow of doubt. They are infedled 

by 
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by it along the whole ccurfe of the Rhine, the 
Maefe, the Mofelle, and in the greater part of 
Suabiaand Franconia. It is particularly prevalent 
amonglt all the lower people, churchmen and laity, 
in the dominions of the eccleliaftical electors. It Ecciefiifti- 

cal Hate. 

is not eafy to find or to conceive governments 
more mild and indulgent than thefe church fo* 
vereignties ; but good government is as nothing 
when the rights of man take poffeflion of the 
mind. Indeed the loofe rein held over the people 
in thefe provinces, mult beconlidered as one caufe 
of the facility with which they lendthemfelves to 
any fchemes of innovation, by inducing them to 
think lightly of their governments, and to judge 
of grievances not by feeling, but by imagination. 

It is in thefe electorates that the firflimprelfions Balance of 

Germany. 

of France are likely to be made, and if they fuc- 
ceed, it is over with the Germanick body as it 
ftands at prefent. A great revolution is preparing 
in Germany; and a revolution, in my opinion, 
likely to be more decifive upon the general fate of 
nations than that of France itfelf; other than as 
in France is to be found the firft fource of all the 
principles which are in any way likely todiftin- 
guifli the troubles and convulfions of our age. It 
Europe does not conceive the independence, and 
the equilibrium of the empire to he in the very 
etfence of the fyfteni of balanced power in Europe, 
apd if the fcheme of publick law, or mafs of laws, 

upon 
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upon which that independence and equilibrium 
are founded, he of no leading confequence as 
they are preferved or deftroved, all the politicks 
of Europe for more than two centuries have 
been miferably erroneous. 

If the two great leading powers of Germany 
do not regard this danger (as apparently they 
do not) in the light in which it prefents itfelf 
fo naturally, it is becaufe they are powers too 
great to have a focial intereft. That fort of in- 
tereft belongs only to thofe, whofe ftate of weak- 
nefs or mediocrity is fuch, as to give them greater 
caule of apprehenlion from what may deftroy 
them, than of hope from any thing by which 
they may be aggrandized. 

As long as thofe two princes are at variance, 
fo long the liberties of Germany are fafe. But 
if ever they fhould fo far underhand one another 
as to be perfuaded that they have a more dire6t 
and more certainly defined intereft in a propor- 
tioned mutual aggrandizement than in a reci- 
procal reduction, that is, if they come to think 
that they are more likely to be enriched by a 
divifion of fpoil, than to be rendered fecure by 
keeping to the old policy of preventing others 
from being fpoiled by either of them, from that 
moment the liberties of Germany are no more. 

That a junction of two in fuch a fcheme is 
neither impoflible nor improbable, is evident from 
the partition of Poland in 1773, which was 

effe&ed 
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effected by fuch a junction as made the interpo- 
fition of other nations to prevent it, not eafy. 
Their circunrftances at that time hindered any 
other three dates, or indeed any two, from taking 
meafures in common to prevent it, though Trance 
was at that time an exilting power, and had not 
yet learned to aft upon a fyftem of politicks of 
her own invention. The geographical pofition 
of Poland was a great obftacle to any movements 
of France in oppofition to this, at that time 
unparelieled league. To my certain knowledge, 
if Great Britain had at that time been willing to 
concur in preventing the execution of a projeft 
fo dangerous in the example, even exhaufted as 
France then was by the preceding war, and 
under a lazy and unenterpi ifing prince, the would 
have at every rifle taken an aftive part in this 
bufinefs. But a languor with regard tofo remote 
an intereft, and the principles and paflions 
which were then ftrongly at work at home, were 
the caufes why Great Britain would not give 
France any encouragement in fuch an enterprife. 
At that time, however, and with regard to that 
object, in my opinion, Great Britain and France 
had a common intereft. 

But the pofition of Germany is not like that of 
Poland, with regard to France, either for good or 
for evil. If a conjunction between Prufiia and the 
emperour fhould be formed for the purpofe of 
fecularifing and rendering hereditary the eccle- 

liaftical 
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fiaftical electorates and the biflioprick of Munfter, 
for fettling two of them on the children of the 
emperour, and uniting Cologne and Munfter to 
the dominions of the king of Prufiia on the 
Rhine, or if any other project of mutual aggran- 
dizement fhould be in profpeft, and that to fa- 
cilitate fuch a fcheme, the modern French tliouid 
be permitted and encouraged to fhake the inter- 
nal and external fecurity of thefe ecclefiaftical 
electorates, Great Britain is fo iituated that the 
could not with any effect fet herfelf in oppofition 
to fuch a detign. Her principal arm, her 
marine, could here be of no fort of ufe. 

France, the author of the treaty of Weftphalia t 
js the natural guardian of the independence and 
balance of Germany. Great Britain (to fay 
nothing of the king’s concern as one of that 
auguft body) has a ferious intcreft in preferring 
it; but, except through the power of France, 
aBing upon the common old principles of Jl ate 
policy , in the cafe we have fuppofed, the has no 
fort of means of fupporting that intereft. It 
is always the intereft of Great Britain that the 
power of France fliould be kept within the 
bounds of moderation. It is not her intereft 
that that power fliould be wholly annihilated in 
the fyftem pf Europe. Though at one time 
through France the independence of Europe 
was endangered, it is and ever was through 
her alone that the common liberty of Germany 
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can befecured againft the finale or the combined 
ambition of any other power. In truth, within 
this century the aggrandizement of other fove- 
reign houfes has been fuch that there has been 
a great change in the whole date of Europe, 
and other nations as well as France may become 
' objects of jealoufv and apprehenfion. 

In this date of 
ances and wars is 
phalia is, with France, an antiquated fable. The 
rights and liberties the was bound to maintain are 
now a fyftem of wrong and tyranny which flic is 
bound to deftroy. Her good and ill difpofitions 
are fhew-n by the fame means. To communicate 
peaceably the rights of men is the true mode of 
her (hewing her friendjhip; to force fovereigns to 
fubmit to thofe rights is her mode of hojlility. So 
that either as friend or foe her whole fcheme 
lias been and is, to throw the empire into con- 
fufion : and thofe ftatefmen, who follow the old 
routine of politiold/rhay fee in this general cou- 
fufion, and in the danger of the IcJJer princes, an 
occafion as protestors or enemies, of conneSting 
their territories to one or the other of the treo 
great German powers. They do not take into 
confideration that the means which they encou- 
rage, as leading to the event they delire, will with 
certainty not only ravage and deftroy the empire, 
but if they (hould for a moment feem to aggran- 
dize the two great houfes, will alfo eftablilh prin- 

ciplcs, 
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ciples, and confirm tempers amongft the people, 
yvhich will preclude the two Sovereigns from the 
poffibility of holding what they acquire, or even 
tiie dominions which they have inherited. It is 
on the fide of the ecclefiaftical electorates that 
the dykes, raifed to fupport the German liberty, 
firft will give way. 

The French have begun their general operations 
by Seizing upon thofe territories of the Pope, the 
Situation of which was the molt inviting to the 
enterprife. Their method of doing it was by 
exciting Sedition and Spreading maflacre and 
defolation through thefe unfortunate places, and 
then under an idea of kindnefs and protection, 
bringing forward an antiquated title of the 
crown of France, and annexing Avignon and the 
two cities of the Comtat with their territory to 
the French republiek. They have made an at* 
Geneva, tempt on Geneva, in which they very narrowly 
failed of fuccefs. It is known that they hold 
out from time to time the.idbafof unitingall the 
other provinces of which Gaul was aotiently 
Savoy. compofed, including Savoy on the other fide, and 
on this fide bounding themfelves by the Rhine. 
Switzerland. As to Switzerland, it is a country whofe long 
union, rather than its poflible divifion, is the mat- 
ter of wonder. Here I know they entertain very 
fanguine hopes. The aggregation to France of 
the deinocratickSwifs republicks appears to them 
to be a work half done by their very form ; and 
3 it 
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It might feem to them rather an increafe of im- 
portance to thefe little commonwealths, than a 
derogation from their independency, orachange in 
the manner of their government. Upon any quar- 
rel amongft the cantons, nothing is more likely 
than fuch an event. As to the ariftocratick re- 
publicks, the general clamour and hatred which 
the French excite againft the very name, (and with 
more facility and fuccefs than againft monarchs) 
and the utter impoflibility of their government 
making any fort of refiftance againft an infurrec- 
tion, where they have no troops, and the people 
are all armed and trained, render their hopes in 
that quarter, far indeed from unfounded. It is 
certain that the republiek of Berne thinks itfelf 
obliged to a vigilance next to hoftile, and to im- 
prifon or expel all the French whom it finds in its 
territories. But indeed thofe ariftocracies which 
comprehend whatever is confiderable, wealthy, 
and valuable in Switzerland, do now fo wholly de- 
pend upon opinion, and the humour of their mul- OId French 

1 . maxims, 

titude, that the lighteft puff of wind lsiufficient to th e Security 

blow them down. If France, under its ancient peadence. 

/ 

regimen, and upon the ancient principles of po- 
licy, was the fupport of the Germanick conftitu- 
tion, it was much more fo of that of Switzerland, 
which almoft from the very origin of that confe- 
deracy refted upon the clofenels of its connexion 
with France, on which the Swifs Cantons wholly 
Yol, YII. D repofed 
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repofed tliemfelves for the prefervation of the 
parts of their body in their refpettive rights and 
permanent forms, as well as for the maintenance 
of all in their general independency'. 

Switzerland and Germany are the firft objects of 
the new French politicians. When I contemplate 
what they have done at home, which is in effeft 
little lefs than an amazing conqueft wrought by a 
change of opinion, in a great part (to be fine far 
from altogether) very fudden, 1 cannot help letting 
my thoughts run along with their defigns, and 
without attending to geographical order, to con- 
fider the other ftates of Europe fo far as they may 
beany way affedted by this afton idling- revolution. 
If early fteps are not taken in fome way or other 
to prevent the fpreading of this influence, I 
fcarcely think any of them perfeflly fecure. 

Italy is divided, as Germany and Switzerland 
are, into many fmallcr ftates, and with fome con- 
fiderablediverfityas toformsof Government; but 
as thefe divifions and varieties in Italy are not fo 
confiderable, fo neither do I think the danger al- 
together fo imminent there as in Germany and 
Switzerland. Savoy I know that the French con- 
sider as in a very hopeful way, and I believe not at 
all without reafon. They view it as an old mem* 
-her of the kingdom of France which may be eafily 
re-united in the manner, and on the principles of 
the re-union of Avignon. This country commu- 
nicates 
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nlcates with Piedmont; and as the king of Sardi- 
nia's dominions were long the key of Italy, and as 
fuch long regarded by France, whilft France adted 
on her old maxims, and with views on Italy ; fo 
in this new French empire of fedition, if once die 
gets that key into her hands, die can eafdy lay 
open the barrier which hinders the entrance of 
her prefent politicks into that inviting region. 

Milan, I am fare, nouriflies great difquiets — and 
if Milan fhould ftir^no part of Lombardy is fe- 
eure to the prefent polfeflbrs — whether the Vene- 
tian or the Auftrian. Genoa is clofely connected 
with France. 

The firft prince of the houfe of Bourbon has Bourbon 
been obliged to give himfelf up entirely, to the Italy!” m 
new fyftem, and to pretend even to propagate it 
Avith all zeal ; at leaft that club of intriguers who 
aflemble at the Feuillans, and whofe cabinet meets 
at Madame Stahl's, and makes and directs all the 
minifters, is the real executi\'e government of 
France. The emperour is perfectly in concert, 
and they will not long fuffer any prince of the 
houfe of Bourbon, to keep by . force the French 
einiffaries out of their dominions; nor whilit 
France has a commerce with them, dpecially 
through Marfeilies, (the hotteft focus of fedition 
in France) will it be long poflible to prei'ent the 
intercourle or the effects. 

Naples has an old inveterate difpofition to re- 
publicanifm, and (however for fome time paft 
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quiet) is as liable to explofion as its own Vesu- 
vius. Sicily I think has thefe difpofitions in full 
as drong a degree. In neither of thefe countries 
exids any thing which very well deferves the 
name of government or exaft police. 

In the dates of the church, notwithdanding 
their dridtnefs in banilhing the French out of 
that country, there are not wanting the feeds of 
a revolution. The fpirit of nepotifm prevails 
there nearly as drong as ever. Every Pope of 
courfe is to give origin or redoration to a great 
family, by the means of large donations. The 
foreign reveuues have long been gradually on 
the decline, and feem now in a manner dried up. 
To Supply this defeat the refource of vexatious 
and impolitick jobbing at home, if anything, is 
rather increafed than lelfened. Various well in- 
tended but ill underdood pra&ices, Some of them 
exiding, in their fpirit at lead, from the time of 
the old Roman empire, ftill prevail ; and that 
government is as blindly attached to old abufive 
cudoms, as others are wildly difpofed to all forts 
of innovations and experiments. Thefe abufcs 
were lefs felt whildt, the Pontificate drew riches 
from abroad, which in fome meafure counter- 
balanced the evils of their remifs and jobbilh 
government at home. But now it can fubdft only 
on the refources of domedick management ; and 
•abufes in that management of courfe will be more 
intimately and more Severely felt.. 

In 
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In the midftof the apparently torpid languor of 
the ecclefiaftical ftate, thofe who have had oppor- 
tunity of a near obfervation, have feen a little rip- 
pling in that fmootli water, which indicatesfome- 
thing alive under it. There is in the ecclefiaftical 
ftate, a perfonage who feems capable of acting (but 
with more force and fteadinefs) the part of the 
tribune Rienzi. The people once inflamed will 
not be deftitute of a leader. They have fuch an 
one already in the Cardinal or Archbilhop Buon 
Campag/ia. He is, of all men, if 1 am not ill in- 
formed, themoft turbulent, feditious, intriguing, 
bold, and defperate. lie is not at all made for a 
Roman of the prefent day. I think he lately held 
the firlt office of their ftate, that of great cham- 
berlain, which is equivalent to high treafurer. At 
prefent he is out of employment, and in difgrace. 
Jf he ftiould be elected Pope, or even come to have 
any weight with a new Pope, he will infallibly 
conjure up a democratick fpirit in that country. 
He may indeed lie able to effect it without thefe 
advantages. The next interregnum will probably 
ftiew more of him. There may be others of the 
fame character, who have not come to my know- 
ledge. This much is certain, that the Roman 
people, if once the blind reverence they bear to 
the fan&ity of the Pope, which is their only bridle, 
fhoukl relax, are naturally turbulent, ferocious, 
and headlong, whillt the police is defe&iye, and 
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the government feeble and refourcelefs beyond 
all imagination. 

Spain. As to Spain, it is a nervelefs country. It does 
not pofTefs the ufe, it only i offers tire abufe of a 
nobility. For fome time, and even before the fet- 
tlement of the Bourbon dynafly, that body has 
been fy.ftematically lowered, and rendered incapa- 
ble by exclufion,andfor incapacity excluded from 
affairs. In this circle the body is in a manner an- 
nihilated — and fo little means have they of any 
weighty exertion either to controul or to fupport 
the crown, that if they at all interfere, it is only 
by abetting defperate and mobbifh iufurre&ions, 
like that at Madrid which drove Squillace from 
his place. Florida Blanca is a creature of office, 
and has little connexion, and no fympathy with 
that body. 

' As to the clergy, they are the only thing in 

Spain that looks like an independent order, and 
they are kept in fome refpeft by the inquifition, 
the foie but unhappy refource of public tranquil- 
lity and order now remaining in Spain. As in 
Venice, it is become moftly an engine of ftate, 
which indeed to a degree it has always been in 
Spain. It wars no longer with Jews and hereticks: 
it has no luch war to carry on. Its great objeft 
is to keepalheiftick and republican do&rines from 
making their way in that kingdom. No French 

book upon any fubjeft can enter there which does 
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not contain fuch matter. In Spain, the clergy are 
of moment from their influence, but at the fame 
time with the envy and jealoufy that attend great 
riches and power. Though the crown has by ma- 
nagement with the Pope got a very great fhare 
of the ecclefiaftical revenues into its own hands, 
much ftill remains to them. There will always 
be about that court thofe who look out to a farther 
divifion of the church property as a refource, 
and to be obtained by lhorter methods than 
thofe of negotiations with the clergy and their 
chief. But at prefent I think it likely that they 
will flop, left the buflnefs fliould be taken out of 
their hands : and left that body in which remains 
theonly life that exifts in Spain, and is not a fever, 
may with their property lofe all theinfluencene- 
ceflary to prcferve the monarchy, or being poor and 
defperate, may employ whatever influence remains 
to them as active agents in its deftruCtion. 

The Caftilians have ftill remaining a good deal 
of their old character, their g rati dad, lealdad, and 
il timor de Dios; but that character neither is, nor 
ever was exactly true, except of the Caftilians 
only. Thefeveral kingdoms which comppfe Spain, 
have perhaps fome features which run through 
the whole ; but they are in many particulars as 
different as nations who go by different names; 
the Catalans, for inftance, and the Arragouians 
too, in a great meafure have the fpirit of the 
Miquelets, and much more of republicanifm than 
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of an attachment to royalty. They are more in 
the way of trade and intercourfe with France ; 
and upon theleaft internal movement, will difclofe 
and probably let loofe a fpirit that may throw 
the whole Spanifli monarchy into convulfions. 

It is a melancholy reflection that the fpirit of 
melioration which has been going on in that part 
of Europe, more or lefs during this century, and 
the various fchemes very lately on foot for 
further advancement are all put a ftop to at once. 
Reformation certainly is nearly connected with 
innovation — and where that latter comes in for 
too large a fhare,thofe who undertake to improve 
their country may rifk their own fafety. In 
times where the correction, which includes the 
confeffion of an abufe, is turned to criminate the , 
authority which has long buffered it, rather than 
to honour thofe who would amend it (which is 
the fpirit of this malignant French diflemper) 
every ftep out of the common courfe becomes 
critical, and renders it a talk full of peril for 
princes of moderate talents to engage in great 
undertakings. At prefent the only fafety of 
Spain is the old national hatred to, the French. 

How far that can be depended upon, if any great 
ferments fhould be excited, it is impoflible to fay. 

As to Portugal, fhe is out of the high road of 
thefe politicks— 1 lliall, therefore, not divert my 
thoughts that way ; but return again to the North 
of Europe, which at prefent feems the part molt 

interefted, 
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interefted, and there it appears to me that the 
French Speculation on the northern countries, 
may be valued in the following, or fome Such 
manner. 

Denmark and Norway, do not appear to fur- 
nifh any of the materials of a democratick revo- 
lution, or the difpofitions to it. Denmark can 
only be confequentially affected by any thing 
done in France ; but of Sweden I think quite 
otherwife. The prefen t power in Sweden is too 
new a fyftem, and too green and too fore from 
its late revolution, to be confidered as perfectly 
alfured. The king by his aftonilhing activity, 
his boldnefs, his decifion, his ready verfatility, 
and by routing and employing the old military 
Spirit of Sweden, keeps up the top with continual 
agitation and lathing. The moment it ceafes to 
fpin, the royalty is a dead bit of box. When- 
ever Sweden is quiet externally for fome 
time, there is great danger that all the republican 
elements the contains will be animated by the 
new French Spirit., and of this I believe the king 
is very fenfible. 

The Ruffian Government is of all others the 
mod liable to be Subverted by military Seditions, 
by court conspiracies, and Sometimes by headlong 
rebellions of the people, fuch as the turbinating 
movement of Pugatchef. It is not quite lb pro- 
bable that in any of thefe changes the fpirit of 
fyftem may mingle in the maimer it has done in 

France. 
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France. The Mufcovites are no great {peculators 
— but I fliouldnot much rely on their uninquifi- 
tive difpofitiou, if any of their ordinary motives 
to fedition fliould arife. The little catechifmof 
the rights of men is foon learned; and the infe- 
rences are in the pafiions. 

Poland, from one caufe or other, is always un- 
quiet. The new conftitution only ferves to fupply 
that reftlefs people with new means, at lead new 
modes of cherilhing their turbulent difpofition. 
The bottom of the chai after is the fame. It is a 
great queftion, whether the joining that crown 
with the electorate of Saxony, will contribute 
mo ft to ftrengthen the royal authority of Poland, 
or to lhake the ducal in Saxony. The elector is 
a catholick; the people of Saxony are, fix 
fevenths at the very lead, proteftants. He muji 
continue a catholick according to the Polifli law, 
if he accepts that crown. The pride of the 
Saxons, formerly flattered by having a crown in 
the houfe of their prince, though an honour 
which coft them dear; the German probity, 
fidelity and loyalty ; the weight of the conftitu- 
tion of the empire under the treaty of Weftphalia; 
the good temper and good nature of the princes 
of the houfe of Saxony ; had formerly removed 
from the people all apprehenfion with regard to 
their religion, and kept them perfeftly quiet, 
obedient, and even affeftionate. The feven years 
war made fome change in the minds of the 
13 Saxons, 
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Saxons. They did not, I believe, regret thelofs 
of what might be confidered almoft as thel’uccef- 
fioii to the crown of Poland, thepotfeftion of which, 
by annexing them to a foreign intereft, had 
often obliged them to a£t an arduous part, towards 
the fupport of which that foreign intereft afforded 
no proportionable ftrength. In this very deli- 
cate fituation of their political interefts, the fpe- 
culations of the French and German (econo miffs, 
and the cabals, and the fecret, as well as publick 
d oft lines of the illuminatenordcn and free mafons, 
have made a confiderable progrefs in that coun- 
try ; and a turbulent fpirit under colour of reli- 
gion, but in reality arifing from the French 
rights of man, has already ihewn itfelf, and is 
ready on every occafion to blaze out. 

The prefent elector is a princeof afafe andquiet 
temper, of great prudence, and goodnefs. He 
knows that in the actual ftate of things, not the 
' power and refpe£t belonging to fovereigns, but 
their very exiftence depends on a reafonable fruga- 
lity. It is very certain that notone fovereign in 
Europe can either promife for the continuance of 
his authority in a ftate of indigence and infol- 
vency, or dares to venture on a new impofition to 
relieve himfelf. Without abandoning wholly the 
ancient magnificence of his court, the elector has 
conducted his affairs with infinitely more oeconomy 
than any of his predeceffors, fo as to reftore his 
finances beyond what was thought poflible from 
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the ftate in which the feven years war had left 
Saxony. Saxony during the whole of that dread- 
ful period having been in the hands of an exaf- 
perated enemy, rigorous by refentment, by nature 
and by neeelfity, was obliged to bear in a manner 
the whole burden of the war ; in the intervals 
when their allies prevailed, the inhabitants of that 
country were not better treated. 

The moderation and prudence of the prefent 
elector, in my opinion, rather perhaps refpites the 
troubles than fecures the peace of the deflorate. 
The offer of the fucceflion to the crown of Poland 
is truly critical, whether he accepts, or whether 
he declines it. If the Hates will content to his 
acceptance, it will add to the difficulties, already 
great, of his fituation between the king of Pruffia 
and the Emperour. Cut thefe thoughts lead me 
too far, when I mean to fpeak only of the inte- 
riuur condition of thefe princes. It has always 

however fome neceffary connexion with their 

# 

foreign politicks. 

With regard to Holland, and the ruling party 
there, I do not think it at all tainted, or likely to 
be fa except by fear; or that it is likely to be mif- 
led unlcfs indireflly and circuitoufly. But the 
predominant party in Holland is not Holland* 
The fupprcfl’ed faction, though fupprelfed, exifts. 
E T nder the affies, the embers of the late commo- 
tions are Hill warm. The anti-orange party has 
from the day of its origin been French, though 
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alienated in fome degree for fome time, through 
the pride and folly of Louis the Fourteenth. It 
will ever hanker after a French connexion; and 
now that the internal government in France has 
been alTimilated in fo conliderable a degree to that 
which the immoderate republicans began fo very 
lately to introduce into Holland, theirconnexiott, 
as ftili more natural, will be more defired. I do 
not well underhand the preient exterior politicks 
of the Stadtholder, nor the treaty into which the 
newfpapers fay he has entered for the hates with 
the eniperour. But the emperour’s own politicks 
with regard to the Netherlands feem to me trt be 
exactly calculated to anfwer the purpofe of the 
French revolutionihs. He endeavours to crulh 
the arihocratick party — and to nourifli one in 
avowed connexion with the moh furious demo* 
cratihs in France. 

Thefe provinces in which the French game is 
fo well played, they conlider as part of the old 
French empire: certainly they were amongh the 
oldeh parts of it. Thefe they think very well 
fituated, as their party is well-difpofed to a re* 
union. As to the greater nations, they do not 
aim at making a direct conqucft of them, but by 
difturbing them through a propagation of their 
principles, the}' hope to weaken, as they will 
weaken them, and to keep them in perpetual alarm 
aud agitation, and thus render all their efforts 

againft 
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again ft them utterly impracticable, whilft they ex- 
tend the dominion of their fovereign anarchy on 
all Tides. * 

As to England, there maybe fome apprehenfion 
from vicinity, from conftant communication, and 
from the very name of liberty, which, as it ought 
to be very dear to us, in its worft abufes carries 
fomething feduCtive. It is the abufe of the firft 
and beft of the objects which we cherilh. Iknow 
that many who fuffieiently diflike the fyftem of 
France, have yet no apprehenfions of its prevalence 
here. I fay nothing to the ground of this feeurity 
in the attachment of the people to their conftitu- 
tion, and their fatisfaClion in the difcreet portion 
of liberty which it meafures out to them. Upon 
this I have faid all I have to fay, in the appeal I 
have publilhed. That fecuritv is fomething, and 
not inconfiderable. But if a ftorm arifes 1 ftiould 
not much rely upon it. 

There are other views of things which may be 
ufed to give us a perfect (though in my opinion a 
delufive ) aflurance of our own feeurity. The firft 
of thefeis from the weaknefs and ricketty nature 
of the new fyftem in the place of its firft forma- 
tion. It is thought that the monfter of a common- 
wealth cannot poflibly live — that at any rate the 
ill contrivance of their fabrick will make it fall in 
pieces of itfelf — that the afiemblv muft be bank- 
rupt, and that this bankruptcy will totally deftroy 

that 
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that fyftem, from the contagion of which appre- 
henfions are entertained. 

For my part I have long thought that one great 
caufe of the liability of this wretched fcheme of 
things in France was an opinion that it could not 
hand; and, therefore, that all external meafures 
to deftroy it were wholly ufelefs. 

As to the bankruptcy, that event has happened Bankrupt, 
long ago, as much as it is ever likely to happen. cy ' 

As foon as a nation compels a creditor to take 
paper currency in difeharge of his debt, there is a 
bankruptcy. The compulfory paper has in forne 
degree anfwered ; not becaufe there was a furplua 
from church lands, but becaufe faith has not been 
kept with the clergy. As to the holders of the 
old funds, to them the payments will be dilatory, 
but they will be made, and whatever may be the 
difc’ount on paper, whilft paper is taken, paper will 
be ifiued. 

As to the reft, they have fliot out three branches Rc fourc«. 
of revenue to fupply all thofe which they have de- 
ftroyed, tliatis, the Unixerfal RegiJhrafallTranf- 
actions, the heavy and univerfal Stump Duty, and 
the new Territorial Impojl, levied chiefly on the 
reduced eftates of the gentlemen. Thefe branches 
of the revenue, efpecially as they take affignats in 
payment, anfwer their purpofe in a confiderable 
degree, and keep up the credit of their paper; for 
as they receive it in their treafury, it is in reality 
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funded upon all their taxes and future refources 
of all kinds, as well as upon the church eftates. As 
this paper is become in a manner the only vifible 
maintenance of the whole people, the dread of a 
bankruptcy is more apparently connected, with the 
delay of a counter-revolution than with the dura- 
tion of this republick; becaufe the intereftof the 
new republick mauifeftly leans upon it; and in 
my opinion, the counter-revolution cannot exift 
along with it. The above three projects ruined 
fome minifters under the old government, merely 
for having conceived them. They are the falva- 
tion of the prefent rulers. 

As the alfembly has laid a moft unfparing and 
cruel hand on all men who have lived by the 
bounty, the juftice, ortheabufes of the old govern- 
ment, they have leffened many expences. The 
royal eftabli fitment, though exceflively and ridicu- 
loutly great for their fcheme of things, is reduced 
at leaft one half ; the eftates of the king’s brothers, 
which under the ancient government had been in 
truth royal .revenues, go to the general ftock of 
the confifcation ; and as to the crown lands, though 
under the monarchy, they never yielded two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufanda year, by many they are 
thought at leaft worth three times as much. 

As to theecclefiaftical charge, whether asacom- 
penfation for Ioffes, ora provifion for religion, of 
which they made at firlt a great parade, and 
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Entered into afolemn engagement in favour of it, 
it was eftimated at a much larger futn than they 
could expert from the church property, moveable 
or immoveable : they are completely bankrupt as 
to that article. It is juft what they wifli ; and it 
is not produ&ive of any ferious inconvenience. 
The non-payment produces difcontent and oc- 
cafional fedition; but is only by fits and fpafms, 
and amongft the country people who are of no 
confequence. Thefe feditions furnifh new pretexts 
for non-payment to the church eftablifliment,and 
help the affembly wholly to get rid of the clergy, 
and indeed of any form of religion, which is not 
only their real, but avowed object. 

They are embarrafied indeed in the higheft de- 
gree, but not wholly refourcelefs. They are with- 
out the fpecies of money. Circulation of money 
is a great convenience, but a fubftitutc for it may 
be found. Whilft the great objects of product on 
and confumption, corn, cattle, wine, and the like, 
exift in a country, the means of giving them cir- 
culation with more or lefs convenience, cannot be 
wholly wanting. The great confifcation of the 
church and of the crown lands, and of thc.appen- 
ages of the princes, for the purchafe of all which 
their paper is always received at par, gives means 
of continually deftroying and continually creat- 
ing, and this perpetual dcftru&ion and renovation 
feeds the fpcculative market, and prevents, 'and 
Voi. VII. E will 
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will prevent, till that fund of confifcation begin f 
to fail, a total depreciation. 

.. ■ . I ‘ . * * . ■ : • • \ ' 

Monied in- But all confideration of publick credit in France 

tereft not ^ # # 1 . 1 

neceitary to is of little avail at prefent. The action indeed 

them. i '' . >: 

ot the monied interell: was of abfolutc ueceffity at 
the beginning of this revolution ; but the French 
republick can (land without any afffftance from 
that deferipti^n of men, which, as things are 
now circumllanced, rather hands in need of af- 
liftance itfelf from the power which alone fub- 
ftantially exifts in France ; I mean the feveral 
diftridsand municipal repnblicks, and the feveral 
clubs which direct all their affairs and appoint 
all their magjftrates. This is the power now 
paramount to every thing, even to the alfembly 
itfelf called national, and that to which tribunals, 
priefthood, laws, finances, and both deferiptions 
of military power are wholly fubfervient, fo far 
as the military power of either defcrjption yields 
obedience to any name of authority. 

The world of contingency and political com- 
bination is much larger than we are apt to ima- 
gine. We never can fay what may, or may not 
happen, without a view to all the actual circum- 
(lanpes. Experience upon other data than thole, 
is’ of all things the moft delufive. Prudence in 

t: , . T 

new cafes can do nothing on grounds of retrofped. 
A conftant vigilance and attention to the train 

; • : ° , A 

of things as they fuccefiivcly emerge, and to act 
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on what they direft, are the only fure courfes. 
The phyfician that let blood, and by blood-let- 
ting cured one kind of plague, in the next added 
to its ravages. That power goes with property 
is not univerfally true, and the idea that the 
operation of it is certain and invariable, may 
miflead us very fatally. 

Whoever will take an accurate view of the 
ftate of thofe republicks, and of the compofition 
oftheprefentalfembly deputed by them (in which 
affembly there are not quite fifty perfons pof- 
fetfed of an income amounting to tool, fterling 
yearly) muft difeern clearly, that the political and 
civil power of France is wholly feparated from 
its property of every defeription ; and of courfe 
that neither the landed nor the monied intereft 
pofireflesthefmalleit'wejghtor confideration in the 
dire&ion of any publiek concern. The whole 
k ingdom is directed by the refufe of its chicane, 
with the aid of the buttling, prefumptuohs young 
clerks of counting-houfes and fiiops,and feme in- 
termixture of young gentlemen .of the fame cha- 
racter in the feveral towns. The rich peafants are 
bribed with church lands; and the poorer of 
that defeription are, and can be, counted for 
nothing. They may rife in ferocious, ill-dire&ed 
tumults — but they can only difgrace themfelves 
and fignalize the triumph of their adverfaries. 

The truly active citizens, that is, the above de- 
feriptions, are all concerned in intrigue refpefting 
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the various objects in their local or their general' 
government. The rota which the French have 
eftablilhed for their national alfemby, holds out 
the higheft objects of ambition to fuch vatt mul- 
titudes as, in an unexampled meafuse, to widen 
the bottom of a new fpecies of intereft merely 
political, and wholly unconnected with birth or 
property. This fcheme of a rota, though it 
enfeebles the ftate, confidered as one folid body, 
and indeed wholly difables it from acting as fuch, 
gives a great, an equal, and a diffufive ftrength 
to the democratick fcheme. Seven hundred 
and fifty people, every two years raifed to the 
Supreme power, has already produced at leaft 
fifteen hundred bold, acting politicians ; a great 
number for even fo great a country as France. 
Thefe men never will quietly fettle in ordinary 
occupations, nor fubmit to any fcheme which 
mult reduce them to an entirely private condi- 
tion, or to the exercife of a Heady, peaceful, but 
obfeure and unimportant induftry. Whilft they 
lit in the afiembly they are denied offices of truft 
and profit — but their Ihort duration makes thisno 
reftraint — during their probation and apprentice- 
ffiip they are all falaried with an income to the 
greatefi; part of them immenfe ; and after they 
have patTed the novitiate, tliofe who take any fort 
of lead are placed in very lucrative offices, 
according to their influence and credit, or ap- 
point thofe who divide their profits with them. 

This 
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This fupplv of recruits to the corps of the 
higheft civil ambition, goes on with a regular 
progreffion. In very few years it muft amount 
to many thoufands. Thefe, however, will be as 
nothing in coniparifon to the multitude of mu- 
nicipal officers, ar.d officers of diftrift and depart- 
ment, of ail forts, who have tailed of power and 
profit, and who hunger for the periodical return 
of the meal. To thefe needy agitators, the glory 
of the ftate, the general wealth and profperity 
of the nation, and the rife or fall of publick 
credit, are as dreams ; nor have arguments de- 
duced from thefe topicks any fort of weight 
with them. The indifference with which the 




aflembly regards the ftate of their colonies, the 
only valuable part of the French commerce, is * 
a full proof how little they are likely to be af- 
fe&ed by any thing hut the felfilh game of their 
own ambition, now univerfally diffufed. 

It is true, amidft all thefe turbulent means of impraSica- 

bility ol re- 

fecurity to their fyflcm, very great difeontents fiftar.ee- 
every where prevail. But they only produce 
mifery to thofe who nurfe them at home, or exile, 
beggary, and in the end confifeation, to thofe 
who are fo impatient as to remove from them. 

Flach municipal republiek has a committee, or 
fbmething in the nature of a committee ofrefearch. 

In thefe petty republicks the tyranny is fo near 
its object, that it becomes inflantly acquainted 
with every act of every man. It {titles confpiracy 
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in its very firft movements. Their power is ab- 
folute and uncontroulable. No ftand can be 
madeagainft it. Thefe republicks are befides fp 
difconneded, that very little intelligence of what 
happens in them, is to be obtained, beyond their 
own bounds, except by the means of their clubs, 
who keep up a conflantcorrefpondence, and who 
give what colour they pleafe to fuch fads as they 
choofe to communicate out of the track of their 
correfpondence. They all have fome fort of 
.communication, juft as much or as little as they 
pleafe, with the centre. By this confinement of 
all communication to the ruling faction, any 
combination grounded on the abufes and difcoij- 
tents in one, lcarcely can reach the other. There 
is not one man, in any one place, to head them. 
The old government had fo much abftracted the 
nobility from the cultivation of provincial in- 
tereft, that no man in France exifts, whofe power, 
credit or confequence extends to two diftrifts, 
or who is capable of uniting them in any defign, 
even if any man could affemble ten men together, 
without heing fure of a fpeedy lodging in a prifon. 
One muft not judge of the ftate of France by 
what has been obferved elfewhere. It does not 
in the lealt referable any other country. Analo- 
gical reafonjng from hiftory or from recent 
experience in other places is wholly delufive. 

In my opinion there never was feen fo ftrong a 
government internally as that of theFrench muni* 

? cipalitigs. 
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cipalities. If ever any rebellion can arife againft 
the pretent fyftein, it muft begin, where the revo- 
lution which gave birth to it did, at the capital. 

Paris is the only place in which there is the lcaft 
freedom of intercourfe. But even there, fo many 
fervants as any man has, fo many fpics, and irrc- 
concileable domeftick enemies. 

But that place being the chief feat of the power Gentlemen 
and intelligence of the ruling faction, and the lives, 
place of ocCafional refort for their (icrceft fpirits, 
even there a revolution is not likely to have any 
thing to feed it. The leaders of the ariftocratick 
party have been drawn out of the kingdom by 
order of the princes, on the hopes held out by the 
cmperour and the king of Prutlia at Pilnitz ; and 
as to the democratick factions in Paris, among-ft 
them there are no leaders pofiTelfed of an influence 
for any other purpofe Blit that of maintaining the 
prefentftate of things. The moment they are feen 
to warp, they are reduced to nothing. They have 
no attached a rim* — no party that is at all perfonal. 

It is not to be imagined beeaufc a political 
fyftem is, imder certain afpe^ts, very uny-ife in its ■ . 

contrivance, and very mifdhievons in its effects;' 
that it therefore candiavt no long' duration. 1 1$ 
very defeats may tend to its ftability, becaufe they 1 
are agreeable to its nature. The very faults irr 
the doiiftitntion 'of Poland made it lift; thetr/o 
which -deftroved all its energy pleTerved its life. 

£ 4 What 
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What can be conceived fo mondrous as the re- 
publick of Algiers ? and that no left drange re- 
publick of the Mamalukes in Egypt? They are 
of the word form imaginable, and exercifed in the 
word manner, yet they have exifted as a nuifance 
on the earth for feveral hundred years. 

From all thefe confiderations, and many more 
that crowd upon me, three concludons have long 
fince arifen in my mind — 

Fil'd, that no counter-revolution is to be ex- 
pected in France from internal caufes folely. 

Secondly, that the longer the prefent fydem 
cxids, the greater will be its ftrength ; the greater 
its power to dedroy dilcontents at home, and to 
refift all foreign attempts in favour of thefe dif- 
contents. 

Thirdly, that as long as it ex ids in France, it 
will be the intered of the managers there, and it 
is in the very efienee of their plan, to difturb and 
didraft all other governments, and their endleft 
fucceflion of reftlefs politicians will continually 
ftimulate them to new attempts. 

Princes are generally fenfible that this is their 
common caufe ; and two of them have made a 
publick declaration of their opinion to this effeft. 
Againft this common danger, fome of them, fuch 
as the king of Spain, the king of Sardinia, and 
the repubiick of Berne, are very diligent in 
ufmg defend v*e meafures. 

If 
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If they were to guard againft an invafion from 
France, the merits of this plan of a merely defen- 
live refiftancc might befupported by plaufibleto- 
picks ; but as the attack does not operate againft 
thefe countries externally, but by an internal cor- 
ruption (a fort of dry rot) ; they who purfue this 
merely defenfive plan, againft a danger which the 
plan itfelf fuppofes to beferious, cannot poflibly 
efcape it. For it is in the nature of all defenfive 
meafures to be tliarp and vigorous under theim- 
preflions of the firft alarm, and to relax by degrees; 
until at length the danger, by not operating in- 
ftantly, comes to appear as a falfc alarm; fo much 
fo that the next menacing appearance wi 11 look lef* 
formidable, and will be lefs provided againft. But 
to tliofe who are on the offenfive it is not necef- 
larv to be always alert. Poftiblv it is more their 
intereft not to be fo. For their unforefeen attacks 
contribute to their fuccefs. 

In the mean time a fyftem of French confpiracy 
is gaining ground in every country. This fyftem 
happening to be founded on principles the molt 
delulive indeed, but the mod flattering to the na- 
tural propenftties of the unthinking multitude, 
and to the fpeculations of all tliofe who think, 
without thinking very profoundly, muft daily ex- 
tend its influence. A predominant inclination 
towards it appears in all thofe who have no reli- 
gion, ^vheu othei wife their difpofttion leads them 

to 
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to be advocates even for defpotifm. Hence Hume, 
though I cannot fay that he does not throw out 
tome exprelhonsof difapprobationontheproceed- 
ings of the levellers in the reign of Richard the 
Second, yet affirms that the doctrines of John 
Ball were “ conformable to the ideas of primitive 
“ equality, which are engraven in the hearts of all 
“men” 

Boldnefs formerly was not the character of 
Atheifts as fueb. They were even of a character 
nearly the reverfe; they were formerly like the 
old Epicureans, rather an unenterpriling race. 
But of late they are grown active, detigning, tur- 
bulent and feditious. They are fworn enemies to 
kings, nobility and priefthood. We have feen all 
the academicians at Paris, with Condorcet, the 
friend and correfpondent of Prieftley, at their 
head, the moft furious of the extravagant repub- 
licans. 

The late affiembly, after the laft captivity of the 
king, had actually chofen this Condorcet by ama- 
jority in the ballot, for preceptor to the dauphin, 
who was to be taken out of the hands and direct 
tion of his parents, and to be delivered over to 
this fanatick atheift, and furious democratick re- 
publican. His untraftability to thefe leaders, and 
his figure in the club of jacobins, which at that 
time they wiffied to bring under, aloue prevented 
tliat part of the arrangement, and others in the 

fame 
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fame ftyle, from being carried into execution. 
Whilft he was candidate for this office, he pro- 
duced his title to itby promulgatingthefbllowing 
ideas of the title of his royal pupil to the crown. 
In a paper written by him, and publifhed with his 
name, agaiuft the re-eftablilhment, evenoftheap- 
pearance of monarchy under any qualifications, 
He fays, “Jufqu'uce moment ils [rAffiembleeNa- 
“ tionale] u’ont rien prejuge encore. En fe refer- 
“ vant de nommer «n gouverneur au dauphin, ils 
“ n’ont pas prononc6 t/ue cet enfant dut regner; 
“ maisfeulementqu’il ^/o/Vjpo^r’A/equelaconftitu- 
“ tion l’y deftinat; ils ont voulu que l’£ducation, 
“ effapant tout ceque les prejligesduTruneontpn 
“ lui infpirer de priyuges fur les droits pretendua 
“ de fa naitTance, qu’elle lui fit connoitre de bonne 
“ heure, et l' Egalite naturelle des homines , et hi 
“ Souverainete du peuple; qu’clle lui apprita ne. 
*• pas oublier que c’eft du peuple qu'il tiendra le 
“ tltre de roi, que le peuple n' a pas mime le droit 
“ de renoncer a celui de I'en depouiller. 

“ Ils ont voulu que cette Education le rendit 
“ t*galement digne, parfeslumi&res, et fes vertus, 
“ de recevoir avec rejignation, le fardeau dange- 
<! reux d’une couronne, ou de la dcpofcr avec joic 
“ entre le mains de fes fibres, qu’il fentit <jue le 
“ devoir, et la gloire du roid’un peuple 1 i b re, eft 
“ de hater le moment dc n’etre plus qu’un citoycu 
“ ordinaire, 

“ Ils 
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“Ilsontvouluqu tVinutilitid'un roi, la necefiit6 
“ de chcrcher les moyens de remplacer un pouvoir 
“ fonde fur les illujions, fut unedes premieres v£ri- 
“ tis offertes a fa raifon ; V obligation d'y concourir 
“ lui mime un des premibrcs devoirs de fa morale ; 
“ et le defir, de nitre plus affranchi dujoug de la 
“ loi, par unc injurieufe inviolability le premier 
u /entiment de /on cceur. Ils n’ignorent pas quc 
“ dans ce moment il s’agit bien inoins de former 
“ un roi que de lui apprendre a /avoir, a vouloir 
“ ne plus I'etrc 

Such 



* Until now, they (the national affembly) have prejudged 
nothing. Refervingto themfelvcs a right to appoint a precep- 
tor to the dauphin, they did not declare that this child was to 
reign ; but only that poJfibljj the conftitution deftine him 
to it: they willed that while education thould efface from his 
mind all the prejudices arifing from the delations of the throne re- 
fpc&ing his pretended birth-right, it fliould alio teach him not 
to forget, that it is from the ■people he is to receive the title of 
king, and that the people do not even pojjifs the right of giving vp 
their power to take it from him. 

They willed that this education fhould render him worthy by 
his knowledge, and by his virtues, both to receive with fubmif- 
Jion the dangerous burden of a crown, and to rrfign it with plea- 
fare into the hands of his brethren : that he fliould be confcious 
that the haftening of that moment when he is to be only a com- 
mon citizen, conliitutcs the duty and the glory of a king of 
a free people. 

They willed that the vfelejfncfs of a king, the neceffity of feek- 
ing means to etlablilh fomething in lieu of a power founded on il- 
lujions, fhould be one of the lirlt truths offered to liis renfan; the 

obligation 
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Such are the fentiments of the man who has oc* 
cafionally filled the chair of the national afiembly, 
who is their perpetual fecretary, their only hand- 
ing officer, and the moft important by far. He 
leads them to peace or war. lie is the great theme 
of the republican fadlion in England. Thefe ideas 
of M. Condorcet, are the principles of thofe to 
whom kings are to entruft their fucceffors, and the 
interells of their fucceflion. This man would be 
ready to plunge the poniard in the heart of his 
pupil, or to whet the axe for his neck. Of all 
men, the moft dangerous is a warm, hot-headed, 
zealous atheift. This fort of man aims at domi- 
nion, and his means are, the words he always has 
in his mouth, “ L^galite naturelle des homines, 
“ et la fouverainet^ du peuple.” 

All former attempts grounded on thefe rights 
of men, had proved unfortunate. The luccefs of 
this laft makes a mighty difference in the effect 
of the doctrine. Here is a principle of a nature, to 
the multitude, the moft feduftive, always exifting 
before their eyes, as a thing feafible in practice. 
After fo many failures, fuch an enterprife previous 



obligation of conf owning Itimfef to this, the firji of his moral 
duties ■, and the dejire of no lunger being freed from the yoke of 
the /(IK 1 , by an injurious inviolability, the JirJl and ehiej fentiment 
of his heart. They are not ignorant that in the prefent moment 
the objeft is, lefs to form a king than to teach him that he 
Jliould knoxv how to vsijh no longer to be Jack. 
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to the French experiment, carried ruin to the con- 
trivers, on the face of it; and if any enthufiaft 
was fo wild as to with to engage in a fcheme of 
that nature, it was not eafy for him to find fol- 
lowers: now there is a party almolt in all countries, 
ready made, animated with fuccefs, with a fure 
ally in the very centre of Europe. There is no 
cabal fo obfeure in any place, that they do not 
protect, cherifh, fofter, and endeavour' to raife it 
into importance at home and abroad. From the 
loweft, this intrigue will creep up to the higheft. 
Ambition, as well as enthufiafm, may find its 
account in the party and in the principle. 

The minifters of other kings, like thofe of the 
king of France (not one of whom was perfectly 
free from this guilt, and fome of whom were very 
deep in it) may themfelves be the perfons to fo- 
ment fuch a difpofition and fuch a fadlion. 
Hertzberg, the king of Prufiia’s late mini her, is 
fo much of what is called a philofopher, that he 
was of a faction with that fort of politicians in 
every thing, and in every place. Even when he 
defends himfelf from the imputation of giving 
extravagantly into thefe principles, he ftill con- 
fiders the revolution of France as a great publick 
good, by giving credit to their fraudulent decla- 
ration of their univerfal benevolence, and love of 
peace. Nor are his Pruflian majefty's prefent mi- 
nifters at all difinclined to the fame fyitem. Their 
] i oftentatiou? 
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oftentatious preamble to certain late edifts, de- 
monftrates (if their actions had not been fuffi- 
ciently explanatory of their call of mind) that 
they are deeply infefted with the fame diftemper 
of dangerous, becaufe plaufible, though trivial, 
and fliallow fpeculation. 

Minifters turning their backson the reputation 
which properly belongs to them, afpire at the 
glory of being fpeculative writers. The duties of 
thefe two fituations are, in general, direftly oppo- 
fite to each other. Speculators ought to be 
neutral. A minifter cannot be fo. He is to 
fupport the intereft of the publick as connected 
with that of his mafter. He is his matter’s 
truftee, advocate, attorney, and fteward — spid he 
is not to indulge in any fpeculation which, con- 
tradicts that character or even det rafts from its 
efficacy. Necker had an extreme third for this 
fort of glory ; fo had others ; and this purfuit of 
amifplaced and mifunderftood reputation, was one 
of the caufes of the ruin of thefe minifters, and of 
their unhappy mafter. The Pruffian minifters in 
foreign courts have (at leaftnot longfince) talked 
the moft democratick language with regard to 
Trance, and in the moft unmanaged terms. 

Tlve whole corps diplomatique, with very few 
exceptions, leans that way. What caufe produces 
in them a turn of mind, which at firft one would 
think unnatural to their fituation, itis not impof- 
ftbie to explain. The difeuffion would however 
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be fomewhatlong and fomewhat invidious. The 
fad itfelf is indifputable, however they may 
difguife it to their feveral courts. This difpo- 
fition is gone to fo very great a length iri that 
corps, in itfelf fo important, and fo important as 
JurniJhing the intelligence which fways all ca- 
binets, that if princes and hates do not very 
fpeedily attend with a vigorous controul to that 
lource of direction and information, very ferious 
evils are likely to befal them. 

But indeed kings are to guard againft the fame 
fort of difpofitions in themfelves. They are very 
eafily alienated from all the higher orders of their 
fubjeCts, whether civil or military, laick oreccleff- 
aftical. It is with perfons of condition that fove- 
reign* chiefly come into contaCt. It is from them 
that they generally experience oppofition to their 
will. It is with their pride and impracticability, 
that princes are molthurt; it is with their fervility 
and bafenefs, that they are molt commonly dif- 
gufted ; it is from their humours and cabals, that 
they find their affairs mod frequently troubled 
and diftraCted. But of the common people in 
pure monarchical governments, kings know little 
or nothing; and therefore being unacquainted 
with their faults (which are as many as thofe of 
the great, and much more dccifive in their effeCts 
when accompanied with power) kings generally 
regard them with tendernefs and favour, and turn 

r , . * m ^ j 0 ^ i t 
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fubje&s, particularly when hurt by oppofition 
from the higher orders. It was thus that the kin<r 
of France (a perpetual example to all Sovereigns) 
was ruined. I have it from very fure informa- 
tion (and it was indeed obvious enough from the 
meafures which were taken previous to the af- 
femblyof the dates and afterwards) that the king’s 
counfellors had filled him with a ftrong drflike 
to his nobility, his clergy, and the corps of his 
inagiftracy. They reprefented to him, that he 
had tried them all feverally, in feveral ways, and 
found them all untraCtable. That he had twice 
called an aflembly (the notables) compofed of the 
firit men of the clergy, the nobility, and the ma- 
gidrates ; that he had himfelf named every one 
member in thofe aflemblies, and that though fo 
picked out, he had not, in this their colle&ive 
Hate, found them more difpofed to a compliance 
with his will than they had been feparately. That 
there remained for him, with the lead profpeft of 
advantage to his authority in the dates general, 
which were to be compofed of the fame forts of 
men, but not cliofen by him, only the tiers ktat. 
In this alone he could repofe any hope of extri- 
cating himfelf from his difficulties, and of fettling 
him in a clear and permanent authority. They 
reprefented (thefe are the words of one of my in- 
formants) a That the royal authority comprefled 
“ with the freight of thefe aridocratick bodies, 
Vot. VII. F “ full 



Digitized by Google 




THOUGHTS OS 



King of 
Fiance. 



66 

*f full of ambition, and of fa&iou, when once 
“ unloaded, would rife of itfelf, and occupy its 
“ natural place withoutdifturbance orcontroul:” 
that the common people would protect, cheri/h, 
and fupport, inftead of crufhing it. “ The peo- 
“ pie,” (it was faid) “ could entertain no objects 
u of ambition;” they were out of the road of in- 
trigue and cabal ; and could poflibly have no 
other view than the fupport of the mild and pa- 
rental authority by which they were invefted, 
for the firft time colleftively with real import- 
ance in theftate, and protected in their peaceable 
and ufeful employments. 

This unfortunate king (not without a large 
fliare of blame tohimfelf) was deluded to his ruin 
by a defire to humble and reduce his nobility, 
clergy, and his corporate magiftracy ; not that I 
fuppofe he meant wholly toeradicatcthefe bodies, 
in the mamier tince effected by the democratick 
power; I rather believe that evenNecker’sdefigns 
did not go to that extent. With his own hand, 
however, Louis the XVIth pulled down the pil- 
lars which upheld his throne; and this he did, 
becaufe he could not bear the inconveniences 
which are attached to every thing human; becaufe 
he found himfelf cooped up, aud in durance by 
thofe limits which nature preferibes to defire aud 
imagination; and was taught to confidpr as low 
and degrading, that mutual dependency which 
2 "" ; ^evidence 
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Providence has ordained that all menfhould have 
on one another. He is not at this minute perhaps 
cured of the dread of the power and credit like 
to be acquired by thole who would faveand refeue 
him. He leaves thofe who fuller in his caufe to 
their fate;, and hopes by various mean deiulive 
intrigues in which I am afraid he is encouraged 
from abroad, to regain among traitors and re- 
gicides, the power he has joined to take from his 
own family, whom he quietly fees proferibed 
before his eyes, and called to anfwer to the loweft 
of his rebels, as the vileft of all criminals. 

• It is to be hoped that the emperour may be Em P«rour«i 
taught better things by this fatal example. But 
it is fure that he has advifers who endeavour to 
fill him with the ideas which have brought his 
brother-in-law to his prefent fituation. Jofepli 
the Second was far gone in this philofophy, and 
fome, if not moll who ferve the emperour, would 
kindly initiate him into all the myfteries of this 
free-mafonry. They would perfuade him to look 
on the national aflembly not with the hatred of 
an enemy, but the jealoufy of a rival. They would 
make him defirous of doing, in his own domi- 
nions, by a royal defpotifm, what has been done 
in France by a democratick. Rather than 
abandon fuch enterprifes, they would perfuade 
him to a ftrange alliance between thofe extremes. 

Their grand object being now, as in his brother’s 
time, at any rate to deftroy the higher orders, 
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they think he cannot compafs this end, as cer- 
tainly he cannot, without elevating the lower. 
By deprefiing the one and by railing the other, 
they hope in the firftplaceto increafe his treafures 
and his army ; and with thefe common inftru- 
ments of royal power they flatter him that the 
democracy which they help, in his name, to 
create, will give him but little trouble. In 
defiance of the frelheft experience, which might 
fliew him that old impofiibilities are become 
modern probabilities, and that the extent to 
which evil principles may go, when left to their 
own operation, is beyond thepower of calculation, 
they will endeavour to perfuade him that fucli a 
democracy is a thing which cannot fubfilt by 
itfelf ; that in whofever hands the military 
command is placed, he mnft be in the needfary 
courle of affairs, fooner or later the matter ; 
and that being the mafter of various uncon- 
nected countries, he may keep them all in order 
by employing a military force, which to each of 
them is foreign. This maxim too, however for- 
merly plaufible, will not now hold water. This 
fchemo is full of intricacy, and may caufe him 
every where to lofe the hearts of his people. 
Thefe counfellors forget that a corrupted army 
was the very caufe of the ruin of bis brother-in- 
law*! and that he is himfelf far from fee u re from 
a fimilar corruption, 

Inflead 
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Inftead of reconciling himfelf heartily and bond 
fide according to the naoft obvious rules of policy 
to the ftates of Brabant, as they are conjlituted 
and who in the prcfent Jlate of things ftand oa 
the fame foundation with the monarchy itfelf, 
and who might have been gained with the greateft 
facility, they have advifed him to the moft un-> 
kingly proceeding which, either in a good or in 
a bad light, has ever been attempted. Under a 
pretexttaken from the fpirit of the loweft chicane, 
they have counfelled him wholly to break the 
publick faith, to annul the amnefty, as well as 
the other conditions through which he obtained 
an entrance into the provinces of the Netherlands, 
under the guarantee of Great Britain and Pruflia. 
He is made to declare his adherence to the in- 
demnity in a criminal fenfe, but he is to keep 
alive in his own name, and to encourage in 
others a civil procefs in the nature of an adlion 
of damages for what has l>cen fuffered during 
the troubles. Whilft he keeps up this hopeful 
law-fuit in view of the damages he may recover 
againft individuals, he lofesthe hearts of a whole 
people, and the vaft fubfidies which his anceftors 
had been ufed to receive from them. 

Thisdefign once admitted, unriddlesthe myftery 
of the whole conduct of the emperour’s minifters 
with regard to France. As foon as they law the 
life of the king and queen of France no longer as 
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they thought i n clanger, theyentirely changed th&ir 
plan with regard to the French nation. I believe 
that the chiefs of the revolution (thofe who led 
the conftituting afiembly)have contrived as far a& 
they can do it, to give the emperour fatisfadtionon 
this head. He keeps a continual tone and pofture 
of menace to fecure this his only point. But it 
mufl be obferved, that he all along grounds his 
departure from the engagement at Pilnitz to the 
princes, on the will and aftions of the king and the 
majority of the people, without any regard to the 
natural and conftitulional orders of the flate, or 
to the opinions of the whole houfe of Bourbon. 
Though it is manifeftly under the conftraint of 
imprifonment and the fear of death, that this un- 
happy man has been guilty of all thofe humilities 
which have aftonilhed mankind, the advilers of 
t he emperour will con fider noth i ng but the pht/Jical 
perfon of Louis, which, even in his prefent de- 
graded and infamous ftate, they regard as of fuf- 
ficient authority to give a compleatfandlion to the 
perfecution and utter ruin of all his family, and of 
every perfon who has lliewn any degree of attach- 
ment or fidelity to him, or to his caufe; as well 
as competent to deftroy the whole ancient confti- 
tution and frame of the French monarchy. 

The prefent policy therefore of the Auftrian „ 
politicians, is torecover defpotifm through demo- 
cracy ; or atieaft, at any expence, every where to 
. ruin 



Digitized by Google 




FRENCH AFFAIR*. 



7*Y 

min the defcription of men who are every where 
the objects of their fettled and fyftematick aver- 
lion, but more eipecially in the Netherlands. 
Compare this with theemperour’s refufing at firft 
all intercourfe with the prcfent powers in France, 
with his endeavouring to excite all Europe 
againft them, and then his not only withdrawing 
all aiTiftance and all countenance from the fugi- 
tives who had been drawn by his declarations 
from their houles, fituations, and military corn- 
millions, many even from the means of their 
very exiftence, but treating them with every 
Ipecies of infult and outrage. 

Combining this unexampled eondu6Un theem- 
perour’s advifers, with the timidity (operating as 
perfidy) of the king of France, a fatal example is 
held out to all fubje&s, tending to lhew what little 
fupport, or even countenance they are to expert 
from thofe for whom their principle of fidelity 
may induce them to rifk life and fortune. The 
emperour’s advifers would not for the world re- 
fcind one of the a£ts of this or of the late French 
affembly; nor do they wilh any thing better at 
prefent for their matter’s brother of France, than 
that he fliould really be, as he is nominally, at the 
head of the fyftem of perfecution of religion and 
good order, and of all deferiptions of dignity, na- 
tural andigftituteds they only wilh all this done 
with a little more jel'peft to the king’s perfon,and 
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with more appearance of confiderationfor his new" 
fubordinate office; in hopes that yielding himfelf 
for the prefent, to the perfons who have effected 
thefe clianges, he may be able to game for the reft 
hereafter. On no other principles than thefe, can 
the oonduft ot the court of Vienna be accounted 
for. The fubordinate court of Brufl'els talks the 
language of a club of Feuillans and Jacobins. 

In this hate of general rottennefs among fub? 
je6ts,aud of delufion and falle politicks iu princes, 
comes a new experiment. The king of France is 
in the hands of the chiefs of the regicide faction, 
the Barnaves, Lameths, Fayettes, Perigords, Du- 
ports, Robefpierres, Camus’s, &c. &c. &c. They 
who had impriloned, lufpended, and conditionally 
depofedhim, are his confidential counfellors. The 
next defperate of the defperate rebels, call them- 
felves the moderate, party. They are the chiefs of 
the firft affembly, who are confederated tofupport 
their power during their fufpenfion from the pre^s 
fent, and to govern theexiflent body with as for 
▼e reign a fway as they had done the laft. They 
have, for the greater part, fucceeded ; and they 
have many advantages towards procuring their 
fuccefs in future. Juft before the clofeof their 
regular power, they beftowed fome appearance of 
prerogatives on the king, which in their firftplans 
they had refufed to him; particularly the mifehie- 
vous, and in his fituation, dfeadful prerogative of 
1 ... a Vefo, 
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a Veto. This prerogative (which they hold as their 
bit in the mouth of the national affembly for the 
time being) without the direct affiftance of their 
club, it was impofiible for the king to thew even 
the defire of exerting with the fmalleft effect, or 
even with fafety to his perfon. However, by 
playing through this Veto, the affembly agaiiift the 
king, and the king againft the affembly, they have 
made themfelves mafters of both. In this-fitua- 
tion, having deftroyed the old government by their 
{edition, they would preferve as much of order as 
is neceffary for the fupport of their own ufurpa- 
tion. 

It is believed that this, by far the worft party of 
the mifcrcants of France, has received dirc&en- 
couragement from the counfellors who betray the 
emperour. Thus ftrengthened by the poffeflion of 
the captive king (now captive in his mind as well 
as in body) and by a good hope of the emperour, 
they intend to fend their minifters to every court 
in Europe ; having fent before them fitch a denun- 
ciation of terrour and fuperiority to every nation 
without exception, as has no example in the diplo- 
jnatick world. Hitherto the minifters to foreign 
courts had been of the appointment of the fove- 
reign of France previous to the revolution; and 
cither from inclination, duty or decorum, mod of 
{.hem were contented with a merely paffive obedi- 
ence to the new power. At prefent the king being 

entirely 
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entirely in the hands of his jailors, and his mind' 
broken to his fituation, can fend none but the en- 
thufiafts of the fyftem — men framed by the feeret 
committeeof the Feuillans, who meet inthehoufe 
of Madame de Stahl, M.Necker’sdaughter. Such 
is every man whom they have talked of fending 
hither. Thefe minifters will be fo many fpies and 
incendiaries ; fo many active emitfaries of demo- 
cracy. Their houfes will become places of ren- 
dezvous here, as every where elfe, and centers of 
cabal for whatever is mifchievous and malignant 
m this country, particularly among thofe of rank 
and fafhion. As the minifter of the national af- 
fembly will be admitted at this court, at lead with 
his ufual rank, and as entertainments will be natu- 
rally given and received by the king’s otvn minif- 
ters, any attempt to difcountenance the refort of 
other people to that minifter w ould be ineffectual, 
and indeed abfurd, and full of contradiction. The 
women who come with thefe ambaffadors will af- 
fift in fomenting fa&iCns amongft ours, W'hich can- 
not fail of extending the evil. Some of them X 
hear are already arrived. There is no doubt they 
will do as much milch ief as they can. 

Whilftthe publick minifters are received under 
the general law of the cbmmunication between 
nations, the correfpondences between the factious 
clubs in France and ours, will be, as they now are, 
kept up : but this pretended embaffy will be a. 

clofer, 
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clofer, more fteady and more effe&ual link be- 
tween the partifans of the new fyftem on both 
fides of the water. I do not mean that thefe 
Anglo-Gallick clubs in London, Manchefter, &c. 
are not dangerous in a high degree. The ap- 
pointment of feftive anniverfaries has ever in the 
fenfe of mankind been held the beft method of- 
keeping alive the fpirit of any inftitution. We 
have one fettled in London ; and at the laft of 
them, that of the 1 4th of J uly, the ftrong difeoun- 
tenanceof government, the unfavourable time of 
the year, and the then uncertainty of the difpofi- 
tion of foreign powers, did not hinder the meet* 
ing of at lead nine hundred people, with good 
coats on their backs, who could afford to pay half 
a guinea a head to Ihew their zeal for the new 
principles. They were with great difficulty, and 
all poffible addrefs, hindered from inviting the 
French ambaflador. His real indifpofition, befides 
the fear of offending any party, fent him out of 
town. But when our court fhall have recognifed 
a government in France, founded on the prin- 
ciples announced in Montmorin's letter, how can 
the French ambaflador be frowned upon for an at- 
tendance on thole meetings wherein the eftablilh- 
ment of the government he reprefents is cele- 
brated? An event happened a few days ago, which 
in many particulais was very ridiculous; yet even 
from the ridicule and abfurdity of the proceed-* 

i“gs, 
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ings, it marks the more ftrongly the fpirit of the 
French afiembly. 1 mean the reception they have 
given to the Frith-Street alliance. This, though 
the delirium of a low, drunken alehoufe club, they 
have publickly announced as a formal alliance 
with the people of England, as fuch ordered it to 
1>e prefented to their king, and to be publifhed in 
every province in France. This leads more di- 
reftly and with much greater force than any pro- 
ceeding with a regular and rational appearance, to 
two very material confiderations. Firft, it thews 
that they are of opin ion that the current opinions 
of the Englilh have the greateft influence on the 
minds of the people in France, and indeed of all 
the people in Europe, fince they catch with fuch 
aftonifhingeagernefs at every the moft trifling thew 
of fuch opinions in their favour. Next, and what 
appears tome to be full as important, it thews 
that they are willing publickly to countenance and 
even to adopt every fa6tious confpiracy that can 
be formed in this nation, however low and bale 
in itfelf, in order to excite in the moft miferable 
•wretches here, an idea of their own fovereign im- 
portance, and to encourage them to look up to 
France, wheneverthey may be matured intofome- 
thing of more force, for afliftance in the fubver- 
fion of their domeftick government. This addrefs 
of the alehoufe club was actually propofed and ac- 
cepted by the afiembly as an alliance. The proce- 
dure 
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dure was in my opinion a high mifdemeanor in 
thofe who a<5ted thus in England, if they were not 
fo very low and fo very bafe, that no acts of theirs 
can be called high, even as a defeription of crimi- 
nality; and the aflembly in accepting, proclaim- 
ing, and publilliing this forged alliance, lias been 
guilty of a plain aggreflion, which would juftify 
our court in demanding a direct difavowal, if our 
policy fliould not lead us to wink at it. 

, Whilft I look over this paper to have it copied, 

I fee-a manifefto of the aflembly, as a preliminary 
to a declaration of war againft the German princes 
on the Rhine. This manifefto contains the whole 
fubftance of the French politicks with regard to 
foreign ftates. They have ordered it to be circu- 
lated amongil the people in every country of 
Europe — even previoufly to its acceptance by the 
king and his new privy council, the club of the 
Feuillans. Therefore, as a fummary of their po- 
licy avowed by themfelves, let us confider fome 
of the eircumftances attending that piece, as well 
as the fpirit and temper of the piece itfelf. 

It was preceded by a fpeech from Brilfot, full of Declaration 
unexampled infolence towards all the fovereign 
ftates of Germany, if not of Europe. The aflem- 
bly, to exprefs their fatisfa&ion in the fentiments 
which it contained, ordered it to be printed. This 
Briflot had been in the lowed; and bafeft employ 
under the depofed monarchy : a fort of thief-* 
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taker, or fpy of police, in which character lie aCted 
after the manner of perfons in that description. 
He had been employed by his mailer, the lieute* 
nant de police, for a conliderable time in London, 
in the fame or fome fuch honourable occupation. 
The revolution which has brought forward all 
merit of that kind, raifed him, with others of a 
fmilarclafsand difpolition, to fameand eminence. 
On the revolution he became a publilliev of an 
infamous newfpaper, which he ftill continues. He 
is charged, and I believe jultly, as the lirft mover 
of the troubles in Hifpaniola. There is no wicked- 
nefs, if I am rightly informed, in which he is not 
verfed, and of which he is not perfectly capable. 
His quality of news writer, now an employment 
of the firll dignity in France, and his practices 
and principles, procured his election into the 
alfembly, where he is one of the leading members, 
hi. Condorcet produced on the lame day a draft 
of a declaration to the king, which the alfembly 
publilhed before it was prefented. 

Condorcet (though no marquis, as he ftyled 
himfelf before the revolution) is a man of an- 
other fort of birth, falhion, and occupation from 
Brilfot; but in every principle, and every difpo- 
fition to the loweft as well as the higheft and moll 
determined villanies, fully his equal. He feconds 
Brilfot in the alfembly, and is at once his coad- 
jutor and his rival in a newfpaper, which in hht 
« ■ ' own 
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own name and as fucceifor to M. Garat, a mem 



bcr idfo of the aflembly, he has juft fet up in that 
empire of Gazettes. Condorcet was chofen to 
draw the fiift declaration prefented by the aflem- 
bly to the king, as a threat to the elector of 
Treves, and the other princes on the Rhine. Iu 
that piece, in which both Feuillans and Jacobins 
concurred, they declared publickly, and mod 
proudly and infolently, the principle on which 
they mean to proceed in their future difputes 
with any of the fovereigns of Europe; for they 
fay, “ that it is not with fire and fword they mean 
“ to attack their territories, but by what will be 
“ more dreadful to them, the introduction of 
“ liberty.” — I have not the paper by me to give 
the exaft words — but 1 believe they are nearly as 
I {late them. Dreadful indeed will be their hof- 
tility, if they lhould be able to carry it on ac- 
cording to the example of their modes of intro- 
ducing liberty. They have fhewn a perfect model 
of their whole defign, very complete, though in 
little. This gang of murderers and favages have 
wholly laid wafte and utterly ruined the beautiful 
and happy country of .the Comtat Venailfm and 
the city of Avignon. This cruel and treacherous 
outrage the fovereigns of Europe, in my opinion, 
with a great miftake of their honour and intere!^ 
have permitted even without a remonftrance to 
be carried to the defired point, , on the principles 
on which they are now themfelves threatened in 
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their own dates; and this, becaufe, according 
to the poor and narrow fpirit. now in faihion, 
their brother fovcreign, wliofe (objects have been 
thus traiteroufly and inhumanly treated in vio- 
lation of the law of nature and of nations, has 
a name fomewhat different from theirs, and in- 
dead of being fly led king, or duke, or land- 
grave, is ufually called pope. 

The electors of Treves and Mentz were fright- 
ened with the menace of a fimilar mode of wan 
The affembly, however, not thinking that the 
electors of Treves and Mentz had done enough 
under their firft terrour, have again brought for- 
ward Condorcet, preceded by Briffot, as I have 
juft dated. The declaration which they have 
ordered now to be circulated in all countries) 
is in fubftance the fame as the firft, but ft ill 
more infolent, becaufe more full of detaih 
There they have the impudence to date that 
they aim at no conqueft; infinuating that all 
the old lawful powers of the world had each 
made a conftant open profeffion of a defign of 
fubduing his neighbours. They add, that if 
they are provoked, their war will be directed 
only againft thofe who affume to be maflersi 
But to the people they will bring peace, law< 
liberty, &c. &c. There is mot the lead hint 
that they confider thofe whom they call perfons 
w ajfurnirtg to 6e ntaJlers,”io be the lawful govern- 
ment of their country/ or perftms to be treated 

with 
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with the lead management or refpeft. They re- 
gard them as ufurpers and enflavers of the people. 

If I do not midakethey are defcribed by the name 
of tyrants in Condorcet’s fird draft I am fure 
they are fo in Briffot’s fpeech, ordered by the 
afiembly to be printed at the fame time and for 
the fame purpofes. The whole is in the fame 
drain, full of falfe philofcphy and falfe rhetorick, 
both however calculated to captivate and 
influence the vulgar mind, and to excite fedition 
in the countries in which it is ordered to be cir- 
culated. Indeed it is fuch, that if auy of the 
lawful acknowledged fovereigns of Europe had 
publickly ordered fuch a manifedo to be circu- 
lated in the dominions of another, the ambafla- 
dor of that power would indantly be ordered to 
quit every court without an audience. 

The powers of Europe have a pretext for con- Eflwt of 
cealing their fears, by faying that this language Sovereign 
is not ufed by the king; though they Avell know Powers, 
that there is in effect no fuch perfon, that the af- 
fembly is in reality, and by that king is acknow- 
ledge to be the majler, that what he does is but 
matter of formality, aud that he can nei ther caufe 
nor hinder, accelerate nor retard anymeafure what- 
foever, nor add to nor foften the manifedo which 
the aflembly has dire&ed to be publifhed with the 
declared purpofe of exciting mutiny and rebellion 
in the feveral countries governed by thefe powers. 

• Vot. VII. G By 
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By the generality alfo of the menaces contained in 
this paper (though infinitely aggravating the out- 
rage) they hope to remove from each powej fepa>- 
rately the idea of a difiinft affront. The perfons 
firft pointed at by the menace are certainly the 
princes of Germany, who harbour the perfecuted 
houfe of Bourbon and the pobility of France; the 
declaration, however, isgeneral, and goes to every 
ftate with which they may have a caufe of quarrel. 
But the terrour of France has fallen upon all na« 
tions. A few months Cnee all fovereigns feemed 
difpofed to unite againft her, at prefint they all 
feem to combine in her favour. At no period has 
the power of France ever appeared with fo formi- 
dable an afpe6f. In particular the liberties of the 
empire can have nothing more than an exiftence 
the moft tottering and precarious, whilft France 
Cxifts with a great power of fomenting rebellion, 
and the greateft in the weakeft ; but with neither 
power nor difpofition to fupport the fmaller frates 
in their independence againft the att empts of the 
more powerful. 

1 wind up all in a full convi&ion within my 
own breaft, and the fuhftance of which I muft re-, 
pc it over and over again, that the ftate of France 
is the firft confideration in the politicks of Europe, 
and of each fiate, externally as well as internally 
confidered. 

Moft of the topicks I have ufed are drawn from 

fear 
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fear and apprebenfion. Topicks derived from fear 
or addrefied to it, are, I well know, of doubt- 
ful appearance. To be fure, hope is in general 
the incitement to aftion. Alarm fome men — you 
do not drive them to provide for their fecurity ; 
you put them to a ftand; you induce them not 
to take meafures to prevent the approach of dan- 
ger, but to remove fo unpleafant an idea from 
their minds ; you perfuade them to remain as 
they are, from a new fear that their activity may 
bring on the apprehended mifchief before its time. 
I confefs freely that this evil fometimes happens 
from an overdone precaution ; but it is when 
the meafures are rath, ill chofen, or ill combined, 
and the effects rather of blind terrour than of 
enlightened forefight. But the few to whom I 
with to fubmit my thoughts, are of a charafter 
which will enable them to fee danger without 
aftonithment, and to provide agaiuft it without 
perplexity. 

To what lengths this method of circulating 
mutinous manifeftos, and of keeping emilfaries 
of fedition in every court under the name of 
ambafladors, to propagate the fame principles and 
to follow the practices, will go, and ‘how foon they 
will operate, it is hard to fay — but go on it will 
—more or lefs rapidly, according to events, and 
to the humour of the time. The princes menaced 
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jc with/the revolt of their fuhjefts, at the fame time 
they have obfequioufly obeyed the fovereign 
mandate of the new Roman fen ate, have received 
with diftin&ion, in a public character, ambalfa- 
dors from thofe who in the fame a£t had circulated 
the manifefto of fedition in their dominions. 
This was the only thing wanting to the degrada- 
tion and difgrace of the Germanick body. 

The ambaffadors from the rights of man, and 
their admiffion into the diplomatick fyftem, I 
hold to be a new aera in this bulinefs. It will be 
the moll important ftep yet taken to affeCt the 
exiftence of fovereigns, and the higher clatfes of 
life— I do not mean to exclude its etfe&s upon all 
claffes — but the firft blow is aimed at the more 
prominent parts in the ancient order of things. 

What is to be done ? 

It would be prefumption in me to do more than 
to make a cafe. Many things occur. But as 
they, like all political meafures, depend on dif- 
pofitions, tempers, means, and external circum- 
ftances, for all their effect, not being well affured 
of thefe, I do not know how to let loofe any fpe- 
culations of mine on the fubject. The evil is 
ftated in my opinion as it exifts. The remedy 
muft be where power, wifdom, and information, I 
hope are more united with 'good intentions than 
they can be with me. I have done with this fub- 

jed. 
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je6t, I believe for ever. It has given me many 
anxious moments for the two laft years. If a 
great change is to be marie in human affairs, the 
minds of men will be fitted to it; the general 
opinions and feelings will draw that way. livery 
fear, every hope, will forward it; and then they 
who perfift in oppofing this mighty current in 
human affairs, will appear rather to refill the 
decrees of Providence itfelf, than the mere de- 
figns of men. They will not be refolute and firm, 
but perverfe and obftinate. 
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X 

T HAT Prance, by its mere geographical pofi- 
tipn, independently of every other circum- 
11a nee, muft affeft every (late of Europe; fomeof 
them immediately, all of them through mediums 
not very remote. 

That the Handing policy of this kingdom ever 
has been to watch over the external proceedings of 
France, (whateverform th einteriour government 
of that kingdom might take) and to prevent the 
extepfion of its dominion or its ruling influence, 
over other Hates. 

That, there is nothing in the prefent internal 
Hate of things in France, which alters the national 
policy with regard to the exteriour relations of 
that country. 

Thatthereare, on the contrary, many things in 
the internal circumfiauces of France (and perb;.ps- 
of this country too) wuich tend to foitify tea 
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principles of that fundamental policy; and which 
render the active alfertion of thofe principles more 
prellingat this, than at any former time. 

That, bya change effected inaboutthree weeks, 
France has been able to penetrate into the heart of 
Germany ; to make anabfoluteconqueftofSavoy; 
to menace an immediate invafion of the Nether- 
lands ; and to awe and overbear the whole Ilel- 
vetick body, which is in a molt perilous fituation. 
The great ariftocratick cantons having, perhaps, 
as much or more to dread from their own people 
whom they arm, but do not ehoofe or dare toem- 
ploy, as from the foreign enemy, which againft all 
publick faith has. butchered their troops, fetving 
by treaty in France. To this picture, it is hardly 
necelfary to add, the means by which France liar 
been enabled to effect all this, namely, theapparent- 
ly entire deftruction of one of thelargeft, and cer- 
tainly the higheft difciplined, and belt appointed 
.army ever feen, headed by the firll military fove- 
teigu in Europe, with a captain under him of tlfe- 
greateft renown; and that without a blow given 
or received on any fide. This ftate ofthings feems 
to me, even if it went no further, truly feriotrs. 

Circumftances have enabled France to do all 
this by land. On the other element {he has begun 
to exert herlelf ; and fhe mull fucceed in her de- 
figns, if enemies very different from thofe fhe Iras' 
hitherto had to encounter, do not refift'ber. 

She 
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She has fitted out a naval force, now a6lually at 
fea, by which lhe is enabled to give law to the 
whole Mediterranean. It is known as a fad £LVd 
if notfo known, it is in the nature of thingshiglily 
probable) that the propofes the ravage of the Ec- 
clefiaftical date, and the pillage of Home, as her firft 
object ; that next fhe means to bombard Naples ; 
to awe, to humble and thus to com mand all Italy— ^ 
to force it to a nominal neutrality, but to a real 
dependence — to compel theltalian princes and re- 
publicks to admit the free entrance of the French 
commerce, an open intercourfe, and the fure con- 
comitant, oftha.tintcrcourfe,theaffili(ite(lfocieties, 
in a manner fimilar to thofe ilie haseftablilhed at 
Avignon, the Com tat, Cham berry, London, Man 
chefter, &c. &c. which are fo many colonies planted 
in all thefe countries, for extending the influence, 
and fecuring the dominion of the French re- 
publick. 

That there never has been hitherto a period in 
which this kingdom would havefuffered a French 
fleet to domineer in the Mediterranean, and to 
force Italy to fubmit to fucli terms as France 
would think fit to impofe— to fay nothingof what 
lias been done upon land in fupport of the fame 
fyftem. The great object for which we preferved 
Minorca, whilft we could keep it, and for which 
we {till retain Gibraltar, both at a great expence, 
was, and is, to prevent the predominance of 
France over the Mediterranean, 

Thus 
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Thus far as to the certain and immediate effe& 
of that armament upon the Italian ftates. The 
piWllable effed which that armament, and the 
other armaments preparing at Toulon, and other 
ports, may have upon Spain, on the fide of the 
Mediterranean, is worthy of the ferious attention 
of the Briti/h councils. 

That it is mod probable, we may fay, in a man- 
ner certain, that if there fliould be a rupture be- 
tween France and Spain, France will not confine 
her offenfive piratical operations againft Spain, to 
her efforts in the Mediterranean ; on which fide, 
however, ihe may grievoufly affect Spain, efpecial- 
lv if llie excites Morocco and Algiers, which un- 
doubtedly ffie will, to fall upon that power. 

That llie will fit out armaments upon the ocean, 
by which the flota itfelf may be intercepted, and 
thus the treafures of all Europe, as well as the 
largeft and fureft rel'ources of the Spanifli mo- 
narchy, may be conveyed into France, and be- 
come powerful inftruments for the annoyance of 
all her neighbours. 

That flie makes no fecret of her defigns. 

That, if the inward and outward bound flota 
fliould efcape, ftill France has more and better 
means of diffevering many of the provinces in the 
Weft and Eaft Indies, from the ftate of Spain, than, 
Holland had when fhe fucceeded in the fame at- 
tempt. The French marine refembles not a little 

the 
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the old armaments of the Flibuftiers, which about 
a century back, in conjunftion with pirates of 
our nation, brought fuch calamities upon the 
Spaniffi colonies. They differ only in this, that 
the prefent piratical force is, out of all meafure 
and comparifon, greater ; one hundred and fifty 
ihips of the line, and frigates, being ready built, 
moft of them in a manner new, and all applicable 
in different ways to that fervice. Privateers and 
Moorifh corfaires poffefs not the beft feamanfhip, 
and very little difcipline, and indeed can make 
no figure in regular fervice, but in defperate ad- 
ventures, and animated with a lull of plunder, 
they are truly formidable. 

That the land forces of France are well adapted 
to concur with their marine in conjund expedi- 
tions of this nature. In fuch expeditions, enter- 
prize fupplies the want of difcipline, and perhaps: 
more than fupplies it. Both for this, and for other 
fervice, (however contemptible their military is 
in other refpefts) one arm is extremely good, the 
engineering and artillery branch. The old officer 
corps in both being compofed for the greater part 
of thofe who were not gentlemen, or gentlemen 
newly fuch, few have abandoned the fervice, and 
the men are veterans well enough difciplined, and 
very expert. In this piratical way they mud make 
war with good advantage. They muff do fo, 
even on the fide of Flanders, either offenfively 
or defenfively. This fhews the difference be- 
tween 
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tween the policy of Louis the XIVth, who built 
a wall of brafs about his kingdom ; and that of 
Jofeph the Second, who prcmeditatedly unco- 
vered his whole frontier. 

That Spain, from the a&ual and unexpe&ed 
prevalence of French power, is in a mod perilous 
fituation ; perfectly dependent on the mercy of 
that republick. If Auftria is broken, oreven hum- 
bled, the will not dare to difpute its mandates. 

In the prefcnt date of things, we have nothing 
at all to dread from the power of Spain by fea, or 
by land, or from any rivalry in commerce. 

That we have much to dread from the con- 
nexions into which Spain may be forced. 

From the circumflances of her territorial poflef- 
fions, of her relburces, and the whole of her civil 
and political date, we may be authorized fafely, 
and with undoubted confidence to affirm, that 
Spain is not a fubjlantive power ,• 

That /lie mud lean on France, or on England. 
That it is as much for the intered of Great 
Britain to prevent, the predominancy of a French 
intered in that kingdom, as it" Spain were a pro- 
vince of the crown of Great Britain, or a date 
actually dependent on it ; full as much l'o as ever 
Portugal was reputed to he. This is a depend- 
ency of much greater value: and its deft rubt ion, 
or its being carried to any other dependency, of 
much more ferious misfortune. 

One of thefe two things mud happen. Either 

Spain 
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Spain muft fubmit to circumdances, and take 
fuch conditions as France will inipofe ; or die 
mult engage in hoftili ties along with the empe- 
rour, and the king of Sardinia. 

If Spain Ihould be forced or awed into a treaty 
with the pepublick of France, Ihe inuft open her 
ports and her commerce, as well as the land com- 
munication for the French labourers, who were 
accuftomed annually to gather in the hal ved in 
Spain. Indeed Ihe mud grant a free communi- 
cation for travellers and traders through her 
whole country. In that cafe it is not conjectu- 
ral, it is certain, the clubs will give law in the 
provinces ; Bourgoing, or lbme fuch mifcreaut, 
Will give law at Madrid. 

In this England may acquiefce if die pleafes ; 
and France will conclude a triumphant peace 
with Spain under her abfolute dependence, with 
a broad highway into that, and into every date 
of Europe. She actually invites Great Britain to 
divide with her the fpoils of the new world, and 
to make a partition of the Spaniih monarchy. 
Clearly it is better to do fo, than to differ France 
to poflefs thefe fpoils, and that territory alone; 
which, without doubt, unrefided by us, die is 
altogether as able, as die is willing to do. 

This plan is propofed by the French, in the 
way in which they propofe all their plans ; and in 
the only way in which indeed they can propofe 

them, 
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them, where there is no regular communication 
between his majefty and their republic!?. 

What they propofe is a plan. It is a plan alfo 
to refill their predatory proje6t. To remain quiet, 
anc] to fuflfer them to make their own ufe of a 
naval power before our face, fo as to awe and 
bully Spain into a fubmifiive peace, or to drive 
them into a ruinous war, without any meafure on 
Our part, I fear is no plan at all. 

However, if the plan of co-operation which 
France defires, and which her affiliated focieties 
here ardently wilh and are conftantly writing up, 
Ihould not be adopted, and the Avar between the 
Emperour and France Ihould continue, I think it 
not at all likely that Spain Ihould not be drawn 
into the quarrel. In that cafe, the neutrality of 
England will be a thing abfolutely impoffible. 
The time only is the fubje£l of deliberation. 

Then the queltion will be, Avhether Ave are to 
defer putting ourfelves into a pofture for the 
common defence, either by armament, or nego- 
tiation, or both, until Spain isa&ually attacked ; 
that is, whether our court will take a decided part 
for Spain, Avhilft Spain on her fide, is yet in a con- 
dition to act with whatever degree of vigour the 
may haA-e; Avhilft that vigour is yet unexhaufted ; 
or Avhether we ffiall connect ourfelves Avith her 
broken fortunes; after the lliall have received ma- 
terial blows, and when we ffiall have the Avhole 
! flow ' 
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flow length of that always unwieldy, and ill con- 
ftructed, and then wounded and crippled body, 
to drag after us, rather than to aid us. Whilft 
our difpofition is uncertain, Spain will not dare 
to put herfelf in fuch a ftate of defence as will 
make her hoftility formidable, or her neutrality 
fefpe&able. 

If the decilion is fuch as the folution of this 
queftion, (I take it to be the true queftion) con- 
ducts to- — no time is to be loft. But the mea- 
fures, though prompt, ought not to be rath and 
indigelted. They ought to be well chofen, well 
combined, and well purfued. The fyftem muft 
be general ; but it muft be executed, not fuccef- 
fively, or with interruption, but all together, uno 
flatu, in one melting, and one mould. 

For this purpofe, we muft put Europe before 
us, which plainly is, juft now, in all its parts, in 
a ftate of dilinay, derangement and confufion ; 
and very pollibly amongft all its fovereigns, full 
of fecret heart burning, diftruft, and mutual accu- 
fation. Perhaps it may labour under worfe evils. 
There is no vigour any where, except the diftem- 
pered vigour and energy of France. That coun- 
try has but too much life in it, when every thing 
around is fo difpofed to tamenefs and languor. 
The very vices of the French fyftem at home tend 
to give force to foreign exertions. The generals 
muji join the armies. They muft lead them to 
t Voi. VII. II enterprife, 
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enterprife, or they are likely to perifli by their 
hands. Thus without law or government of her 
own, France gives law to all the governments 
in Europe. 

This great mafs of political matter mud have 
been always under the view of thinkers for the 
publick, whether they aft in office or not Amongft 
events, even the late calamitous events were in 
the book of contingency. Of courfe, they mud 
have been in defign, at leaft, provided for. A plan 
which takes in as many as poffible of the ftatea 
concerned, will rather tend to facilitate and fim- 
plify a rational fcheme for preferving Spain, (if 
that were our foie, as I think it ought to be our 
principal objeft) than to delay and perplex it. 

If we ffiould think that a provident policy 
(perhaps now more than provident, urgent and 
neceffary) ffiould lead us to aft, we cannot take 
meafures as if nothing had been done. We mud 
fee the faults, if any, which have condufted to 
the prefent misfortunes ; not for the fake of cri- 
ticifm, military or political, or from the common 
motives of blaming perfons and counfcls which 
have not been fuccefsful ; but in order, if we 
can, to adminifter fome remedy to thefe difafters* 
by the adoption of plans, more bottomed in. 
principle, and built on with more difcretion. 

y 

Miftakes may he leffona. 

, There feem indeed to have been feveral miftakea 

. u» 
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In the political principles on which the war was 
entered into, as well as in the plans upon which it 
was conducted ; fome of them very fundamental, 
and not only vifibly, but I may fay, palpably 
erroneous ; and I think him to have lefs than 
the difcernment of a very ordinary ftatefman, 
■who could not forefee from the very beginning, 
tinpleafant confequences from thofe plans, though 
not the unparalleled difgracesand difafters which 
really did attend them : for they were, both prin- 
ciples and meafures, wholly new and out of the 
common courfe, without any thing apparently 
very grand in the conception, to juftify this total 
departure from all rule. 

For, ' in the firft place, the united fovereigns 
Very much injured their caufe by admitting, that 
they had nothing to do with the interiour ar- 
rangement? of France; in contradi6tion to the 
■whole tenour of the publick law of Europe, and 
to the correfpondent praftice of all its Hates, from 
the time we have any hiftory of them. In this 
particular, the two German courts feem to have 
as little confulted the publicilts of Germany, as 
their own true interefts, and thofe of all the 
fovereigns of Germany and Europe. This admif- 
fion of a falfe principle in the law of nations 
brought them into an apparent contradiction, 
when they infilled on the re-eftablilhment of the 
royal authority in France. But this confufed and 
contradictory proceeding gave rife to a pra&ical 

h a errour 
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errour of worfe confequence. It was derived 
from one and the fame root; namely, that the 
perfon of the monarch of France was every thing; 
and the monarchy, and the intermediate orders of 
the ftate, by which the monarchy was upheld, 
were nothing., So that if the united potentates 
had fucceeded fofar, as to re-eftablilh the autho- 
rity of that king, and that he fhould be fo ill- 
advifed as to confirm all the confutations, and to 
recognize as a lawful body, and to clafs himfelf 
with, that rabble of murderers (and there wanted 
riot perfons who would fo have advifed him) 
there was nothing in the principle, or in the pro*- 
ceeding of the united powers, to prevent fuch 
an arrangement. 

An expedition to free a brother fovereign from 
pril'on, was undoubtedly a generous and chival- 
rous undertaking. But the fpirit and generofity 
would not have been lefs, if the policy had been 
more profound, and more cotnprehenfive; that is, 
if it had taken in thofe confiderations, and thofe 
perfons, by whom, and, in fome meafure, for 
whom, monarchy exifts. This would become a 
bottom for a fyfierji of folid and permanent policy, 
and of operations conformable to that fyfiem. 

The fame fruitful errour was the caufe why 
nothing was done to imprefs the people of France 
(fo far as we can at all confid.er the inhabitants 
,of France as a people) with an idea that the go- 
vernment was ever to be really French, or indeed 

. any 
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Any thing elfe than the nominal government of 
a monarch, a monarch abfolute as over them^ 
but vvhofe foie fupport was to arife from foreign 
potentates, and who was to he kept on his throne 
by German forces; in fliort, that the king of 
France was to be a viceroy to the emperour and 
the king of Pruffia. 

It was the lirft time that foreign powers, inter- 
fering in the concerns of a nation divided into 
parties, have thought proper to thrufl; wholly out 
of their councils, to poftpone, to difcountenance, 
to reject, and in a manner to difgrace the party 
whom thofe powers came to fupport. The fmgle 
perfon of a king cannot be a party. Woe to the 
king who is himfelf his party ! The royal party 
with the king or his reprefentatives at its head, 
is the royal caufe. Foreign powers have hitherto 
cjiofen to give to fuch wars as this, the appear- 
ance of a civil conteft, and not that of an hoftile 
invafion. When the Spaniards, in the lixteenth 
century, fent aids to the chiefs of the league, they 
appeared as allies to that league, and to the impri- 
foned king (the cardinal de Bourbon) which that 
league had fet up. When the Germans came to 
the aid of the Proteftant princes, in the fame feries 
of civil wars, they came as allies. When the 
Englifh came to the aid of Henry the Fourth, 
they appeared as allies to that prince. So did the 
French always when they intermeddled in the 
■ i, h 3 affairs 
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affairs of Germany. They came to aid a party 
there. When theEnglifh and Dutch intermeddled 
in the fucceffion of Spain, they appeared as allies 
to the emperour Charles the Sixth. In fhort, the 
policy has been as uniform as its principles were 
pbvious to an ordinary eye. 

According to all the old principles of law and 
policy, a regency ought to have been appointed by 
the French princes of the blood, nobles, and par- 
liaments, and then recognized by the combined 
powers. Fundamental law and antient ufage, as 
well as the clear reafon of the thing, have always 
ordained it during an imprifomnent of the king 
of France; as in the cafe of John, and of Francis 
the Firft. A monarchy ought not to be left a mor 
ment without a reprefentative, having an intereft 
in the fucceffion. The orders of the ftate ought 
alfo to have been recognized in thofe araongft 
whom alone they exifted in freedom, that is, in 
the emigrants. 

Thus, laying down a firm foundation on the 
recognition of the authorities of the kingdom of 
Frame, according to nature and to its funda- 
mental law's, and not according to the novel and 
ineonfiderate principles of the ufurpation which 
the united powers were come to extirpate, the 
king of Pruflia and the emperour, as allies of the 
antient kingdom of France, would have pro- 
ceeded with dignity, firft, to free the monarch, if 

polfiblei 



Digitized by Google 




OX THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS. 10£ 
poflible; if not, to fecure the monarchy as prin- 
cipal in the defign ; and in order to avoid all rilks 
to that great object (the objedt of other ages than 
the prefent, and of other countries than that of 
France) they would of courfe avoid proceeding 
with more hafte, or in a different manner than 
what the nature of fuch an objeft required. 

Adopting this, the only rational fyltem, the ra- 
tional mode of proceeding upon it, was to com- 
mence with an effe&ive fiege of Lille, which the 
French generals mull have feen taken before their 
faces, or be forced to fight, A plentiful country 
of friends, from whence to draw fupplies, would 
have been behind them ; a plentiful country of 
enemies, from whence to force fupplies, Avould 
have been before them. G ood towns were al ways 
within reach to depofit their hofpitals and maga- 
zines. The march from Lifle to Paris, is through 
a lefs defenfible country, and thediftance is hardly 
fo great as from Longwy to Paris. 

If the old politickand military ideas had govern- 
ed, the advanced guard would have been formed 
of thofe who bell knew the country, and had fome 
intereft in it, fupported by fome of the bell; light 
troops and light artillery, whilft the grand folid 
body of an army difciplined to perfe&ion, pro- 
ceeded leifurely, and in clofe connexion with all its 
(lores, provifions, and heavy cannon, to fupport 
the expedite body in cafe of mifad venture, or to 
improve and complete its fuccefs, 

II 4 Th^ 
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The direct contrary of all this was pivtin prac- 
tice. In confequence of the original lin of this 
project, the army of the French princes was every 
where thrown into the rear, and no part of it 
brought forward to the laft moment, the time of 
the commencement of the fee vet negotiation. This 
naturally made an ill impreffion on the people, and 
furnilhed an occafion for the rebels at Paris to 
give out that the faithful fubjects of the king were 
diftrufted, defpifed, and abhorred by his allies. 
The march was directed through a fkirt of Lor- 
raine, and thence into a part of Champagne, the 
Dukeof Brunfwick leaving all the ftrongeii places 
behind him ; leaving alfo behind him, theftrength 
of his artillery; and by this means giving a fupe- 
riority to the French, in the only way in which 
the prefent France is able to oppofe a German 
force. 

In confequence of the adoption of thofe falfe 
politicks, which turned every thing on the king’s 
foie and tingle perfon, the whole plan of the war 
was reduced to nothing but a coup de main, in 
order to fet that prince at liberty. If that failed 
every thing was to be given up. 

The fchemeof a coup do main, might, (under fa- 
vourable circumftances) be very fit for a partifan 
at the head of a light corps, by whofe failure no- 
thing material would be deranged. But for a 
royal army of eighty thoufand men, headed by a 
king in perfon, who was to march an hundred 

r 3 and 
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and fifty miles through an enemy’s country — 
furely this was a plan unheard of. 

Although this plan was not well chofen, and 
proceeded upon principles altogether ill judged 
and impoliticly, the fuperiority of the military 
force might in a great degree have fupplied the 
defeats, and furnifiied a corrective to the miftakes. 
Tiie greater probability was that the Duke of 
Brunfwick would make his way to Paris, over the 
bellies of the rabble of drunkards, robbers, 
aflaffins, rioters, mutineers, and half-grown boys, 
under the ill-obeyed command of a theatrical, 
vapouring, reduced captain of cavalry, who 
oppofed that great commander and great army. 
Dot — Diis aliter vifum — Me began to treat, the 
winds blew, and the rains beat, the houfe fell — 
becaufeit was built upon fand — and great was the 
fall thereof. This march was not an exaCt copy 
of either of the two marches made by the Duke 
of Parma into France. 

There is fome fecret. Sicknefs and weather 
may defeat an army purfuing. a wrong plan; not 
that I believe the ficknefs to have beenfo great as 
it has been reported ; but there is a great deal of 
fuperfluous humiliation in this bufinefs, a perfect 
prodigality ofdifgrace. Some advantage, real or 
imaginary, mult compenfate to a great fovereign, 
anti to a great general, for fo immenle a lofs of 
reputation. Longwy, fituated as it is, might (one 

tliould 



Digitized by Google 




1<0t> MEADS FOR CONSIDERATION 

fliould think) be evacuted without a capitulation? 
with a republick juft proclaimed by the king of 
Prufila as an ufurping and rebellious body. He 
was not far from Luxembourg. He might have 
taken away the obnoxious French in his flight. 
Itdoes not appeartohave been neceflary that thofe 
magiftrates who declared for their own king, on 
the faith, and under the immediate protection of 
the king of Prufiia, fliould be delivered over to 
the gallows. It was not neccffary that the emi-* 
grant nobility and gentry who ferved with the 
king of Pruflia’s army, under his immediate com~ 
mand, fliould be excluded from the cartel, and 
given up to be hanged as rebels. Never was fo 
grofs, and fo cruel a breach of thepublick faith, 
not with an enemy, but with a friend. Dumou- 
rier has dropped very Angular hints. Cuftine has 
fpokcn out more broadly. Thefe accounts have 
never been contradicted. They fend to make 
an eternal rupture between the powers. The 
French have given out, that the Duke of Brunf- 
wick endeavoured to negotiate fome name and 
place for the captive king, amongft the murderers 
and profcribers of thofe who have loft their all for 
his caufe. Even this has not been denied. 

It is Angular, and indeed, a thing, under all its 
circumftances, inconceivable, that every thing 
•fliould by the emperour be abandoned to the 
king of Prufiia. That monarch was coniidered as 

principal. 
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principal. In the nature of things, as well as in 
his pofition with regard to the \yar, he was only an 
ally; and a new ally, with eroding iuterefts in 
many particulars, and of a policy rather uncertain. 
At heft, and fuppofing him to aft with the greateft 
fidelity, the emperour, and the empire, tohimmuft 
be but fecondary objefts. Countries out of Ger- 
many, muft affeft him in a (till more remote man- 
lier. France, other than from the fear of its doc- 
trinal principles, can to him be no object at all. 
Accordingly, the Rhine, Sardinia, and the Swifs, 
are left to their fate. The king of Pruffia has no 
< tired; and immediate concern with France; confc- 
yuent tally , to be fure, a great deal ; but the empe- 
rour touches France directly in many parts : he isa 
near neighbour to Sardinia, by his Mi lanefe terri- 
tories; he borders on Switzerland; Cologne, pof- 
feffed by his uncle, is between Mentz, Treves, and 
the king of Prufiia’s territories on the Lower 
Rhine. The emperour is the natural guardian of 
Italy and Germany; the natural balance againft 
the ambition of France, whether republican or 
monarchical. Hisminifters and his generals, there- 
fore, ought to have had their full fhare in every 
material confultation, which I fufpeft they had 
not. If he has no minifter capable of plans of 
policy, which comprehend the fuperintendency 
a war, or no general with the leaft of a poli- 
tical head, things have been as they mult be. 

However, 
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However, in all the parts of this ftrange proceed- 
ing, there muft he a fecrct. 

It is probably known to minifters. I do not 
mean to penetrate into it. My peculations on 
this head muft be only conjeftural. If the king, 
of Prufiia, under the pretext, or on the reality of 
fome information relative to ill practice on the part 
of the court of Vienna, takes advantage of his 
being admitted into the heart of the empcrour's 
dominions in the character of an ally, afterwards 
to join the common enemy, and to enable France 
to feize the Netherlands, and to reduce and 
humble the empire, 1 cannot conceive, upon every, 
principle, any thing more alarming for this coun-. 
try, feparately, and as a part of the general fyftenu 
After all, we may be looking in vain in the regions 
of politicks, for what is only the operation of 
temper and character upon accidental circum-; 
fiances— But I never knew accidents to decide 
the 'whole of any great bufinefs; and I. never 
knew temper to act, but that fome fy Item of poli- 
ticks, agreeable to its peculiar fpirit, M as blended 
wi th it, ftrengthened it, and got ftreugth from it. 
Therefore the politicks can hardly be put out of 
the queftion. 

Great miftakes have been committed; at leaft 
I hope fo. If there have been none, the cafe in 
future is defperate. I have endeavoured to point 
out fome of thofe which' have occurred to me, and, 
moft of them very early. 

Whatever 
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* Whatever may he the caufe of the prefent date 
of things, on a full and mature view and compa- 
rifon of the hiftorical matter, of the tranfaCtions 
that have palled before our eyes, and of the future 
profpeft, I think I am authorized to form an opi- 
nion without. the lead hefitation. 

< That there never was, nor is, nor ever will be, 
nor ever can be, the lead rational hope of making 
an i inpredion- on France by any continental pow- 
ers, if England is not a part, is not the directing 
part, is not the foul, of the whole confederacy 
again ft it. 

This, fo far as it is an anticipation of future, is 
grounded on the whole tenour of former hiftory 
— In fpcculation it is to be accounted for on two 
plain principles. 

Firft, That Great Britain is likely 7- to take a more 
fair and equal part in the alliance, than the other 
powers, as having lets of eroding intereft, or per- 
plexed difeudion with any of them. 

Secondly, Becaufe France cannot have to deal 
with any of thefe continental fovereigns, without 
their feeling that nation, as a maritime power, 
•greatly fuperiour to them all put together; aforce 
which is only to be kept in check by England. 

England, except during the eccentrick aberra- 
tion of Charles the Second, has always confidered 
it as her duty and intereft, to take her place in 
fuch a confederacy. Her chief difputes mud ever 

be 
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be with France, and if England thews lierfelf in- 
different and unconcerned when thefe powers are 
Combined againft the enterprizes of France, the is 
to look with certainty for the fame indifference on 
the part of thefe poweis, when die may be at war 
with that nation. This will tend totally to dif- 
connc6t this kingdom from the fyffem of Europe, 
in which, if die ought not radily to meddle, the 
ought never wholly to withdraw herfelf from it. 

If then England is put in motion, whether by a 
confideration of thegeneral fafety, or of the influ- 
ence of France upon Spain, or by the probable 
operations of this new fyftem on the Netherlands, 
it mud embrace in its project the whole as much 
fis poffible, and the part it takes ought to be as 
much as poffible a leading and prefiding part. 

I therefore beg leave to fugged, 

Fird, That a minifter diould forthwith be fent 
to Spain, to encourage that court to perievere in 
the meafures they have adopted againd France; 
to make a clofe alliance and guarantee of poflef- 
fions, a3againft France, with that power, and whild 
the formality of the treaty is pending, to affure 
them of our prote&ion, podponing any leffer dis- 
putes to another occadon. 

Secondly, To aflurethe court of Vienna, of our 
delire to enter into our antient connexions with 
her, and to fupporther effectually in the war which 
France has declared againd her. 

5 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, To animate the Swifs, and the king of 
Sardinia, to take a part, as the latter once did on 
the principles of the grand alliance. 

Fourthly, To put an end to our difputes with 
Ruflia, and mutually to forget the paft. I believe 
if die is fatisfied of this oblivion, the will return 
to her old fentiments, with regard to this court, 
and will take a more forward part in this bufinefs 
than any other power. 

Fifthly, If what has happened to the king of 
Pruflia is only in confequence of a fort of panick 
or of levity, and anindifpofition to perfevere long 
in one defign — the fupport and concurrence of 
Ruflia will tend to fteady him, and to give him 
refolution. If he be ill difpofed, with that power 
on his back, and without one ally in Europe, I 
conceive he will not be eafiiy led to derange the 
plan. 

Sixthly, To ufe the joint influence of our court, 
and of our then allied powers, with Holland, to 
arm as fully as fhe can by fea, and to make fome 
addition by land. 

Se venthly, To acknowledge the k ing of France’s 
next brother (aflifted by fuch a council and fuch 
reprefentatives of the kingdom of France, as fhall 
be thought proper) regent of France, and to fend 
that prince a fmall fupply of money, arms, cloath- 
jng and artillery. 

Eighthly, To give force to thefe negotiations, an 

jnflant 
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inftant naval armament ought to be adopted ; one 
fquadron for the Mediterranean; another for the’ 
Channel. The feafon is convenient, moft of our 
trade being, as I take it, at home. 

After fpeaking of a plan formed upon the an- 
tient policy and practice of Great Britain, and of 
Europe; to which this is exactly conformable in 
every refpect, with no deviation whatfoever, and 
which is, 1 conceive, much more ftrongly called for 
by the prefent circumftances than by any former, 
I mud take notice of another which I fear, but 
cannot perfuade myfelf to believe, is in agitation. 
This plan is grounded upon the very fame view of 
things which is here ftated, namely, the danger to 
all fovereigns, and oldrepublicks, from the preva- 
lence of French power and influence. 

It is to form a congrefs of all the European 
powers, for the purpofe of a general defenfive. alli- 
ance, the objects of which lliould be, 

Firft, The recognition of this new republick 
(which they well know is formed on the princi- 
ples, and for the declared purpofe of the deftruc- 
tion of all kings), and whenever the heads of this 
new republick fhall confent to releafe the royal 
captives, to make peace with them. 

Secondly, To defend themfel ves with their joint 
forces againft the open aggrelfions or the fecret 
praftices, intrigues and writings, which are ufed 
to propagate the French principles. , 

; It 
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It is eafy to difcover from whofe fhop this com- 
modity comes. It is fo perfectly abfurd, that if 
that, or any thing like it, meets with a ferious en- 
tertainment in any cabinet, I fliould think it the 
effeCt of what is called ajudicial blindnefs, the cer- 
tain forerunner of the deftruction of all crowns 
and kingdoms. 

An offen/ive alliance, in which union is preferred, 
by common efforts iri common dangers, againft a 
common active enemy, may preferve its confift- 
ency, and may produce, for a given time, fome 
confiderable effect; though this is not eafy, and 
for any very long period, can hardly be expeCted. 
But a defenjixe alliance, formed of longdifcordant 
interefts, with innumerable difculTions exifting, 
having no one pointed object to which it is direct- 
ed, which is to be held together with an unre- 
mitted vigilance, as watchful in peace as in war, is 
fo evidently impoflible, is fuch a chimera, is fo con- 
trary to human nature, and the courfe of human 
affairs, that I am perfuaded noperfon in his fenfes, 
except thofe whofe country, religion and fove- 
reign, are depofited in the French funds, could 
dream of it. T here is not the flighted petty boun- 
dary fuit, no difference between a family arrange- 
ment, no fort of mifunderftanding, or crofs pur- 
pofe between the pride and etiquette of courts, 
that would notentirely disjointthisfortofalliance, 
and render it as futile in its effects, as it is feeble 
Vot. VII. I in 
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in its principle. But when we confuler that the 
main drift of that defenlive alliance muft be to 
prevent the operation of intrigue, mifchievous 
doctrine and evil example, in thefuccefsof unpro- 
voked rebellion,rcgicide,and fyftematick afiafiina- 
tion and maflacre, the abfurdity of fuch a fcheme 
becomes quite lamentable. Open the communica- 
tion with France, and the reft follows of courfe. 

Mow far the in teriourcircumftances of this coun- 
try fupport what is faid with regard to its foreign 
politicks, muft be left to better judgments. I am 
fure the French faction here is infinitely ftrength- 
ened by the fuccefs of the afiaftins on the other 
fide of the water. This evil in the heart of Eu- 
rope muft be extirpated from that center, or no 
part of the circumference can be free from the 
mifehief which radiates from it, and which will 
fpread circle beyond circle, in fpite of all the little 
defenfive precautions which can be employed 
again ft it. 

I do not put my name to thefe hints fubmitted 
to the confideration of reflecting men. It is of 
too little importance to fuppofe the name of the 
writer could add any weight to the ftate of things 
contained in this paper. That ftate of things 
pieties irrefiftibly on tny judgment, and it lies, 
and has long lain, with a heavy weight upon my 
mind. I cannot think that what is done in France, 
is beneficial to the human race. If it were, the 

Englifh 
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F.ngli fhconftitution ought no more toftand againit 
itthan the antient conftitution of the kingdom in 
which the new fyftem prevails. 1 thought it the 
duty of a man, not unconcerned forthepublick, 
and wlio is a faithful fubjeft to the king, refpect- 
fully to fubmitthis ftate of fafts at this new (lep 
in the progrefs of the French arms and politicks, 
to his Majefty, to his confidential fervants, and to 
thofe perfons who, though not in office, by their 
birth, their rank, their fortune, their character and 
their reputation for wifdom, feem to me to have 
a large ftake in the {lability of the antient order 
of things. 

Bath, November 5, 1 792. 
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A S the propofeil manifefto is, I underhand, to 
promulgate to the world the general idea of 
a plan for the regulation of a great kingdom, an*l 
through tlie regulation of that kingdom probably 
to decide the fate of Europe for ever, nothing re- 
quires a more ferious deliberation with regard to 
the time of making it, the circumftances of tliofe 
to whom it is addrefied, and the matter it is to 
contain. 

As to the time, (with the due diffidence in my 
own opinion) I have foine doubts whether it is not 
ratheru nfavourable to the iUning any manifefto, 
with regard to the intended government of France: 
and for this reafon, tliat it is, (upon the principal 
point of our attack) a time of calamity and defeat. 
Manifeftoes of this nature are commonly made 
when the army of tome iovereign enters into the 
enemy’s country in great force, and under the im- 
pofing authority of that force employs menaces 
towards thole whom he defires to awe; and makes 

I 4 promifes 
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promifes to tliofe whom he withes to engage in 
his favour. 

As to a party, what has been done at Toulon 
leaves no doubt, that the party for which we de- 
clare muft he that v hieli fubftantially declares for 
royalty as the bafis of the government. 

As to menaces — Noticing in my opinion, can 
contribute more effectually to lower any fovereign 
in the publick eftimation, and to turn his defeats 
into difgraces, than to threaten in a moment of 
impotence. The fecond manifefto of the duke of 
Brunfwick appeared therefore to the world to be 
extremely ill-timed. However, if his menaces in 
that manifefto had been feafonable, they were not 
without an objeCt, Great crimes then apprehend- 
ed, and great evils then impending, were to he pre- 
vented. At this time, every act, which early me- 
naces might poffibly have prevented , is done. Tu- 
rn ilhment and vengeance alone remain, and God 
forbid that thev fhould ever he forgotten. But 
the puniffiment of enormous offenders w ill not be 
the lefs fevere, or the lefs exemplary when it is not 
threatened at a moment when we have it not in 
our power to execute our threats. On the other 
fide, to pafs by proceedings of fucha nefarious na- 
ture, in all kinds, as have been carried on in France, 
without any fignification of refentment, \vouldbe 
in effeCt to ratify them ; and thus to become ac- 
ceffaries after the faCt, in all tliofe enormities which 

3 it 
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it is impofiible to repeat, or think of without hor- 
rour. An abfolute lilence appears to ineto be at 
this time the only fafe courl’e. 

The fecond ufual matter of manifeftoes is com- 
pofed of promt fes to thofe who co-operate with our 
(h figns. Thtfe promifes depend in a great mea- 
furt, if not wholly, on the apparent power of the 
jK-rfon who makes them to fulfil his engagements. 
A time of difarttr on the part of the promifer, 
feems not to add much to the dignity of his per- 
fon. or to the effeCt of his offers. One would 
hardly « iili to feduce any unhappy perfons to give 
the laft provocation to a mercilefs tyranny, with- 
out \ ery effectual means of protecting them. 

The time therefore feems (as i faid) not favour- 
able to a general manifefto, on account of the un- 
pleafsintfit nation of our affairs. However, I write 
in a changing feene, when a meafure very impru- 
dent to-day, may he very proper to-morrow. Some 
great victory may alter the whole ftate of the quef- 
tion, fo far as it regards our power of fulfilling any 
engagement we may think fit to make. 

But there is another confideration of far greater 
importance for all the purpoles of this manifefto* 
Thepublick, and the parties concerned, will look 
foiuewhat to the difpofttion of the promifer indi- 
cated by his conduct, as well as to his power of 
fulfilling his engagements. 

Speaking of this nation as part of a general 

combination 
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combination of powers, are we quite fure, tha 
others can believe us to be line ere, or that we can 
be even fully allured of our own fincerity in the 
protection of thofe who /hall rifk their lives for 
the reftoration of monarchy in France, when the 
world fees, that thofe who are the natural, legal, 
conftitutional representatives of that monarchy, if 
it has any, have not had their names fomuch as 
mentioned in any one pablick act; that in no way 
whatever are their pcrl'ons brought forward, that 
their rights have not been exprefsly or implicitly 
allowed, and that they have not been in the lealt 
con fu I ted on the important interefts they have at 
fiakc. On the contrary, they arc kept in a ftate 
ofobfeurity and contempt., and in a degree of in- 
digence at times borderingon beggary. Tbeyaie, 
in fact, little lefs prifoners in the village of Ilanau, 
than the royal captives who are locked up in the 
lower of the Temple. M hat is this, according to 
lire common indications which guide the judg- 
ment of mankind, but, under the pretext of protect- 
ing the crow n of France, in reality to ufurp it? 

I am alfo very apprehenfi ve, that there are oilier 
eircumltances which mult tend to weaken tl efoice 
of our declarations. No partiality to the allied 
powers, can prevent great doubts on the fairnefs 
of our intentions as lupporters of the crown of 
France, or of the true principles of legitimate go- 
vernment in oppofition to jacobinilin, when it is 

vifible 
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vifible that the two leading orders of theftateof 
Trance, who are now the victims, and who muft 
always he the true and foie fupports of monarchy 
in that country, are, at heft, in fome of their de- 
icriptions,confidered only as objects of charity, and 
„others are, when employed, employed only as mer- 
cenary foldiers ; that they are thrown hack out of 
all reputable fcrviee, are in a manner difowned, 
conlidered as nothing in their own caufe, and ne- 
ver once confuited in the concerns of their king, 
their country, their laws, their religion, and their 
property ! We even afifeftto he alhamed of them. 
In all our proceedings we carefully avoid the ap- 
pearance of being of a party with them. In all our 
ideas of treaty we do not regard them as what they 
are, the two leading orders of the kingdom. If 
we do not confider them in that light, we muft 
recognife the favages by whom they have been 
ruined, and who have declared war upon Europe, 
whilft they difgrace and perfecute human nature, 
and openly defy the God that made them, as real 
proprietors of France. ; 

I am much afraid, too, that we fliall fcarcely be 
believed fair fupporters of lawful monarchy againft 
jacobinifm, fo long as we continue to make and 
to obferve cartels with the jacobins, and on fair 
terms exchange prifoners with them, whilft the 
royalifts, invited to our ftandard, and employed 
under our publick faith, againft the jacobins, if 
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taken by that favage fadion, are given up to the 
Executioner without the leaft attempt whatfoever 
at reprifal. For this, we are to look at the king 
ofPruffia’scond ud, compared with his man ifeftoes 
about a twelvemonth ago. For this we are to look 
at the capitulations of Mentz and Valenciennes, 
made in the courfe of the prefent campaign. By 
thefe two capitulations, the Chriftian royalifta 
were excluded from any participation in thecaufe 
of the combined powers.. They wire confidered 
as the outlaws of Europe. Two armies were in 
effed fent aguinft them. One of thofe armies 
(that which furrcndcrcd Mentz) was very near 
overpowering the Chviftians of Poitou, and the 
other (that which furrendered at V alenciennes)has 
adually endhed the people whom opprefiion anil 
defpair had driven to refinance at Lyons, has maf- 
facred feveral thou funis of them in cold blood, 
pillaged the whole fubftance of the place, and pur- 
fued their rage to the very houfes, condemning 
that noble city to defolation, in the unheard-of 
manner we have feen it devoted. 

Tt is then plain by a conduit which overturns a 
thoufand declarations, thatwetaketheroyaliftsof 
France only as an infmiment of fome convenience 
in a temporary hofiility with the jacobins, butthat 
we regard thofe atheiftiek and murderous barba- 
dians as the bona fide poffeflbrsof the foil of France, 
It appears at leaft, that we confiderthemasa fair 

government 
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government de facto , if not de jure ; a refinance to 
■which in favour of the king of France, by any 
mau who happened to be born within that coun- 
try, might equitably be confjdered, by other na- 
tions, as the crime of treafon. 

For my part, I wotdd fooner put my hand into 
the fire than fign an invitation toopprefted men to 
fight under my (landard, and then onevery finifter 
event of war, cruelly give them up to be puni filed 
as the bafeft of traitors, as long as I had one of the 
common enemy in my hands to be put to death ia 
order to fecure thole under my protection, and to 
vindicate the common honour of fovereigns. We 
hear nothing of this kind of fecuritv in favour of 
thofe whom we invite to the fupport of our caufe. 
Without it, 1 am not a little appreheufive that the 
proclamations of the combi lied powers might (con- 
trary to their intention no doubt) be looked upon 
as frauds, and cruel traps laid for their lives. 

So far as to the correfpondence between our de-< 
clarationsandour conduCt: let the declaration be 
worded as it will, the conduCt is the practical com- 
ment by which, and which alone it can be under- 
ftood. This conduCt acting on the declaration, 
leaves a monarchy without a monarch; and with- 
out any reprefentative or truflee for the monarch, 
and the monarchy. It fuppofes a kingdom with- 
out ftates and orders; a territory without pro- 
prietors; and faithful fubjects, who are to be left 
to the fate of rebels and traitors. 
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The affair of the eftablifhment of a government 
5s a very difficult undertaking for foreign powers 
to aft in as principals’, though as auxiliaries at id 
mediators, it has been not at all unufual, and may 
be a meafure full of policy and humanity, and 
true dignity. 

The firft thing we ought to do, fuppofing usnot 
giving thelawasconquerors, but aftingasfriendly 
powers applied to for counfel and affiftance in the 
fettlement of a diftrafted country, is well to con- 
fider the competition, nature, and temper of its 
objefts, and particularly ofthofe whoaftuallvdo, 
or who ought to exereife power in that ftate. 1 1 is- 
material to know who they are, and how confti- 
tuted, whom weconlider as the people of France? 

The next confideration is, through w bom our 
arrangements are to be made, and on what prin- 
ciples the government we propofe is to be eftab- 
liilied. 

The firft queftion on the people is this, Whe- 
ther we are to confider the individuals now actually 
in France, numerically taken and arranged into 
Jacobin clubs, as the body politick, conftituting 
the nationof France? or, Whether weconfiderthe 
original individual proprietors of lands, expelled 
iince the revolution, and the fates and the bodies 
politick, fuel) as the col leges of juitice called parlia- 
ments, the corporations noble and not noble pf 
bailliages, and towns, and cities, the hilltops and 
•the clergy, as the true confituent parts of the 
3 nation, 
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nation, and forming the legally organized parts 
of the people of France ? 

In this ferious concern it is very neceflary that 
we fhould have the moft diftinft ideas annexed to 
the terms we employ; becaule it is evident, that 
an abufe of the term people, has been the original 
fundamental caufe of thofe evils, the cure of 
which, by war and policy, is the prefeut objeti 
of all the hates of Europe. 

If we confider the acting power in France in 
any legal conftruSion of publick law, as the peo- 
ple, the queftion is decided in favour of the re- 
publickoueand indivifible. Hut we have xlecidecL 
for monarchy. Iffo, we have a king and fub- 
je£is ; and that king and fubjects have rights and 
privileges which ought to be fupportedat home; 
for I do not fuppofe that the government of that 
kingdom can, or ought to he regulated, by the 
arbitrary maudate of a foreign confederacy. 

As to the faClion exercifing power, to fuppofe 
that monarchy can he fupported by principled re- 
gicides, religion by profeffed atheifts, order by 
clubs of jacobins, property by committees of pro- 
scription, and jurifprudence by revolutionary tri- 
bunals, is to be languinc in a degree of which 
I am incapable. On them I decide, for myfelF, 
that thefe perfons are not the legal corporation 
of France, and that it is not with them we can 
(if we would) fettle thegovcruinent of France. 

.Since; 
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Since, then, we have decided for monarchy 5 n 
that kingdom, we ought alfo to fettle who is to be 
the monarch, who is to be the guardian of a mi- 
nor, and how the monarch and monarchy is to 
be modified and fupported ? If the monarch is to 
be elefted, who the electors are to be : if heredi- 
tary, what order is eftablifhed correfpondiug with 
an hereditary monarchy, and fitted to maintain it?' 
Who are to modify it in its exercife r Who are 
to retrain its powers where they ought to be li- 
mitted, to ftrengtben them where they are to be 
fupported, or to enlarge them, where the objeft, 
the time, and the circumftances, may demand 
their extenfion ? Thefe are things which, in the 
outline, ought to be made diftin&and clear; for 
if they are not (efpecially with regard to thofe 
great points, who are the proprietors of the foil, 
and what is the corporation ofthe kingdom) there 
is nothing to hinder the complete eftablifhment 
of a jacobin republick, (fuch as that formed in 
1790 and 1791) under the name of a Democracie 
Royale. Jacobinifm does not confift in the hav- 
ing or not having, a certain pageant under the 
name of a king, but “ in taking the people as 
“ equal individuals, without any corporate name 
“ or defeription, without attention to property, 
“ without divifion of powers, and forming the 
“ government of delegates from a number of men 
fo conftituted ; in deftroying or confifcating 

“ property, 
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“ property, and bribing the publick creditors, or 
“ the poor, with the fpoils, now of one part of 
“ the community, now of another, without re- 
“ gard to prefcription or pofl’effion.” 

I hope no one can be fo very blind as to ima- 
gine that monarchy can be acknowledged and 
fupported in France upon any other bafis than that 
of its property, corporate and individual, or that 
it can enjoy a moments permanence or fecurity 
upon any fcheme of things, which fets afide all 
the antient corporate capacities and diftindtions of 
the kingdom, and fubverts the whole fabrick of 
its antient laws and ufages, political, civil and 
religious, to introduce a fyftem founded on the 
fuppofed rights of man , and theabfolute equality 
of the human race. Unlefs, therefore, we declare 
clearly and diftindtly in favour of the rejloration 
of property, and confide to the hereditary pro- 
perty of the kingdom, the limitation and qualifi- 
cations of its hereditary monarchy, the blood and 
treafure of Europe is wafted for the eftablifhment 
Ot jacobinifm in France. There is no doubt that 
Danton and Robefpierre, Chaumette and Barrere, 
thatCondorcet, that Thomas Paine, that La Fay-r 
ette, and the cx-bifhop of Autun, the abb6 Gre- 
goire, with all the gang of the Syeyes’s, the Hen- 
riots, and the Santerres, if they could fecure tliem- 
fclves in the fruits of their rebellion and robbery, 
would be perfectly indifferent, whether th^moft 
Vol, VII. K uuhappy 
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unhappy of aft infants, Avhom by the leffons of the 
ihoe-maker, his governor and guardian, they are 
training up ftudioufly and methodically to be an 
idiot, or what is worfe, the moft wicked and bafe 
of mankind, continues to receive hiscivick edu- 
cation in theTemple ortheThuilleries,whilft they, 
and fuch as they, really govern the kingdom, 
r It cannot be too often and too ftron-gly incul- 
cated, that monarchy and property muft, in 
France, go- together ; or neither can exift. To 
think of the poffibility of the exiftence of a per- 
manent and hereditary royalty, where nothing 
elfe is hereditary or permanent in point either of 
perfonal or corporate dignity , is a ruinouschimera 
worthy of the abbe Syeyes and thofe wicked fools 
bis affociates, who ufurped power by the murders 
of the 19th of July and the 6th of October 1789, 
and who brought forth the monfter which they 
called Deinocracie lioyale, or the Conftitution. 

I believe that moft thinking men would prefer 
infinitely fome fober and fenfible form of a repub- 
liek, in which there was no mention at all of a 
king, but which held out fome reafonable fecurity 
to property, life, and perfonal freedom, to a fcheme 
of things like this democracie royale, founded on 
impiety, immorality, fraudulent currencies, the 
confifcation of innocent individuals, and the pre- 
tended rights of man; and which, in effect, ex- 
cluding the whole body of the nobility, clergy, 

and 
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And landed property of a great nation, threw 
every thing into the hands of a defperate fet of 
obfcure adventurers, who led to every mifchief 
a blind and bloody band of fans-culottes. At the 
head, or rather at the tail of this fyftern, was a 
miferable pageant as its oftenfible inftrument, who 
was to be treated with every fpecies of indignity, 
till the moment, when he was conveyed from the 
palace of contempt, to the dungeon of horrour, 
and thence led by a brewer of his capital through 
the applaufesof an hired, frantick, drunken mul- 
titude, to lofe his head upon a fcaffold. 

This is the conftitution, ordemocracie royale; 
and this is what infallibly would be again fet up 
in Franceto run exaSly the fame round, if the pre- 
dominant power Should fo far be forced tofubmit 
as to receive the name of a king, leaving it to the 
jacobins, (that is to thofe who have fubverted 
royalty and deftroyed property) to modify the 
one, and to diftribute the other as fpoil. Ey the ja- 
cobins I mean indifcriminately the Brifl’otins and 
the Maratifts, knowing no fort of difference be- 
tween them. As to any other party, none exifts 
in that unhappy country. The royalifts (thofe in 
Poitou excepted) are banifhed and extinguished ; 
and as to what they call the Conftitutionalifts, or 
Democrats Royau.r, they never had an exiftenceof 
the fmalleft degree of power, confideration or au- 
thority ; nor, if they differ at all from the reft of 
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the atheiftick banditti (which from their aftions 
and principles I have no reafon to think) were 
they ever any other than the temporary tools and 
inftruments of the more determined, able, andfyf- 
tematick regicides. Several attempts have been 
made to fupport this chimerical domocracieroyaje 
— the firft was by La Fayette — the laft by Du- 
mourier : — they tended only to fhew, that this 
abfurd projcdl had no party to fupport it. The 
Girondifts under Wimpfen, and at Bourdeaux, 
have made fome ftruggle. The conftitutionalifts 
never could make any ; and fora very plain rea- 
fon ; they were leaders in rebellion. All their 
principles, and their whole fcheme of govern- 
ment being republican, they could never excite 
the fmalleft degree of enthufiafm in favour of 
the unhappy monarch, whom they had rendered 
contemptible, to make him the executive officer 
in their new commonwealth. They only appeared 
as traitors to their own jacobin caufe, not as 
faithful adherents to the king. 

In an addrefsto France, in an attempt to treat ' 
with it, or in confidering any fcheme at all rela- 
tive to it, it is impoffible we ffiould mean the geo- 
graphical, we muft always mean the moral and 
political country. I believe we fhall be in a great 
crrour if we a6i upon an idea that there exifts in 
that country any organized body of men who 
might be willing to treat on equitable terms, for 
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the reftoration of their monarchy ; but who arc 
nice in balancing thofe terms, and who would ac- 
cept fuch as to them appeared reafonable, but who 
would qnietly fubmit to the predominant power, 
if they were not gratified in the fafhion of fome 
conftitution which fuitedwith their fancies. 

I take the ftate of France to be totally different, 

I know of no fuch body, and of no fuch party. 

So far from a combination of twenty men (always 
excepting Poitou) I never yet heard, that a Jingle 
man could be named of fufificient force or influ- 
ence to anfwer for another man, much lefs for 
the fmalleft diftrict in the country, or for the moft 
incomplete company of foldiers in the army. We 
fee every man that the jacobins chufe to appre- 
hend, taken up in his village, or in his houfe, and 
conveyed to prifon without the leaft fliadow of 
refiflance; and this indifferently, whether he is fuf- 
pedted of royalifm, or federalifm, moderantifrn, 
democracy royal, or any other of the names of 
faction which they ftart by the hour. What is 
much more aftonifbing. (and if we did not care- 
fully attend to the genius and circumftances of 
this revolution, muft indeed appear incredible) all no indiv*. 
their moft accredited military men, from a gene- 
ralilhmo to a corporal, ma\ bearrefted, (each in the- °*' milllary 
midft of his camp, and covered with the laurels of 
accumulated victories) tied neck and iieejs, thi own 
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into a cart, and fent to Paris to be difpofed of afc 

the pleafure of the revolutionary tribunals. 

As no individuals have power and influence, fo 
there are no corporations, whether of lawyers or 
burghers, exifting. The aflenibly called Confti- 
tuent, deftroyed all fuch inflitutions very early. 
The primary and fecondary alfemblies, by their 
original conftitution, were to de diffolved when, 
they anfwered the purpofe of electing 1 lie magi- 
ftrates ; and were exprelsly difqualified from per- 
forming any corporate acr whatfoever. 1 he tran- 
fient magiftrates have been almoft all removed be- 
fore the expiration of their terms, and new have 
been lately impofed upon the people, without the 
form or ceremony of an eleftiori : thefe magi- 
ftrates during their exiftenee are put under, as all 
the executive authorities are from firft to laft, the 
popular focieties (called Jacobin Clubs) of the fe-: 
veral countries, and this by an exprefs order of 
the national convention : it is even made a cafe of 
death to oppofe or attack thofe clubs. They too 
have been lately fubjefted to an expurgatovy 
ferutiny, to drive out from them every thing fa-* 
vouring of what they call the crime of moderan- 
fifm, of which offence however few were guilty. 
JBut as people began to take refuge from their per* 
fecutions — among ft themfelves, they have driven 
them from that laft afylum. 

The 
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The ftate of France is perfe&ly fimple. It con- 
fifts of but two deferiptions — Tiie oppreffors and 
the opprefled. 

The firft has the whole authority of the ftate 
in their hands; all the arms, all the revenues of 
the publick, ah the confifcations of individuals 
and corporations. They have taken the lower fort 
from their occupations and have put them into 
pay, that they may form them into a body of Ja- 
nifaries to over-rule and awe property. The heads 
of thefe wretches they never fuffered to cool. They 
- fupply them with a food for fury varied by the 
day — befides thefenfual ftate of intoxication from, 
which they are rarely free. They have made the 
priefts and people formerly abjure the divinity; 
they have eftranged them from every civil, moral, 
and focial, or even natural and inftindtive fenti- 
ment, habit, and practice, and have rendered them, 
fyftematically favages, to make it impofliblefor 
them to be the inftrumentsof any fober and vir- 
tuous arrangement, or to be reconciled to any 
ftate of order, under any name whatfoever. 

The other defeription, tile oppreffed - — are people 
of fomc property; they are the fmall relicks of 
the perfecuted landed intereft ; they are the 
burghers and the farmers. By the very circum- 
ftance of their being of fome property, though 
numerous in fome points of view, they cannot be 
very confulerable as a number. In cities the nature 
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of their occupations render* them donieftick anil 
feeble; in the country it confines them to their 
farm for fubfiftence. The national guards are all 
changed and reformed. Every thing fufpicious 
in the description of which they were computed 
is rigoroufly difarmed. Committees, called of 
vigilance and fafety, are every where formed ; a 
moft Severe and fcrutinifing inquifition, far more 
rigid than any thing ever known or imagined. 
Two perfons cannot meet and confer without ha- 
zard to their liberty, and even to their lives. 
Numbers Scarcely credible have been executed, 
and their property confifcated. At Paris and in 
moftother towns, the bread they buyisadailvdole 
— which they cannot obtain withoutadaily ticket 
delivered to them by their mafters. Multitudes 
of all ages and Sexes are a&ually imprifoned. I 
have reafon to believe, that in France there are 
not, for various ftate crimes, fo few as twenty 
thoufand* actually in jail— r-a large proportion of 
people of property in any ftate. If a father of a 
family fhould lhew any difpofition to refift, or to 
withdraw himielf from their power, his wife and 
children are cruelly to anfwer for it. It is by 
means of thefehoftagcs,that they keep the troops, 
which they force by mafles (as they call it) into 
the field — true to their colours. 

* Some accounts make them five times as many. 

Another 



V 



Digitized by Google 




POLICY OF THE ALLIES. I37 

Another of their refources is not to be forgot- 
ten. They have lately found a way of giving a 
fort of ubiquity to the fupreme fovereign autho- 
rity, which no monarch has been able yet to give 
to any reprefentation of his. 

The commiflioners of the national convention, 
who are the members of the convention itfelf, 
and ready exercife all its powers, make continual 
ci rcu i ts t hroug h e very p ro v i n ce, and vifits to every 
army. There they fuperfede all the ordinary au- 
thorities civil and military, and change and alter 
every thing at their pleafure. So that in effect no 
deliberative capacity exifts in any portion of the 
inhabitants. 

Toulon, republican in principle, having taken 
its decifion in a moment under the guillotine, and 
before the arrival of thefe commiflioners, Toulon, 
being a place regularly fortified, and having in its 
bofom a navy in part highly difcontented, has 
efcaped, though by a fort of miracle; and it would 
not have efcaped, if two powerful fleets had not 
been at the door to give them not only ftrong, 
but prompt and immediate fuccour, efpecially, as 
neither this nor any other fea-port town in France 
can be depended on, from the peculiarly lavage 
difpofitions, manners, and connexions, among the 
lower fort of people in thofe places. This I take 
to be the true ftate of things in France; fofar as 
it regards any exifting bodies, whether oj legal or 
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voluntary qffociation, capable of acting or of 
treating in corps . 

As to tlie opprefTed individuals , they are many ; 
and as difcontented as men muft be under the 
monftrous and complicated tyranny of all forts, 
’with which they are cruthed. They want no fti- 
irmlus to throw off this dreadful yoke; but they 
do want (not manifeftoes, which they have had 
even to furfeit, but) real protection, force and 
fuccour. 

The difputes and queftions of men at their eafe, 
do not at all affedt their minds, or ever can occupy 
the minds of men in their lituation. Thefe theo- 
ries are long fince gone by ; they have had their 
day, and have done their mifchief. The quetlion 
is not between the rabble of fyftems, Fayetteifm, 
Condorcetifm, Monarchifm, or Democn.tifm or 
Federalifm, on the one fide, and the fundamental 
laws of France on the other— or between all thefe 
fyftems amongft themfelves. It is a controverfy 
(weak indeed and unequal on the one part) be- 
tween the proprietor and the robber ; between the 
prifoner and the jailor ; between the neck and 
the guillotine. Four-fifths of the French inhabi- 
tants would thankfully take protection from the 
emperour of Morocco, and w ould never trouble 
their heads about the abftradt principles of the 
power by which they w ere fnatched from impri- 
fonment, robbery, and murder. But then thefe 
• . • men 
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men can do littleor nothing for themfelves. They 
have no arms, nor magazines, nor chiefs, nor 
union, nor the poflibility of thefe things within 
themfelves. On the whole therefore I lay it 
down as a certainty, that in the jacobins, no 
change of min'd is to be expe&ed — and that no 
others in the territory of France have an inde- 
pendent and deliberative exiftence. 

The truth is, that France is out of itfelf — The 
moral France is feparated from the geographical. 
The matter of the houfe is expelled, and the rob- 
bers are in pollefiion. If we look for the corporate 
people of France exitting as corporate in the eye 
and intention of publick law, (that corporate peo- 
ple, I mean, who are free to deliberate and tode- 
cide, and who have a capacity to treat and con- 
clude) they are in Flanders, and Germany, in 
Switzerland, Spain, Italy, and England. There 
are all the princes of the blood, there are all the 
orders of the ftate, there are all the parliament# 
of the 'kingdom. 

This being, as I conceive, the true ftate of 
France, as it exifts territorily , and as it exifts 
morally, the queftion will be, with whom we are 
to concert our arrangements; and whom we are 
to ufe as our inftruments in the reduftion, in the 
pacification, and in the fettlement of France. The 
work to be done mud indicate the workmen. 
JSuppofing us to have rational objects, we have two 
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principal, and onefecondary. They firft two arc 
fo intimately connected as not to be feparated 
even in thought ; the re-eftablilhment of royalty, 
and the re-eftablilhment of property. One 
would think it requires not a great deal of argu- 
ment to prove, that the mod ferious endeavours 
to reftore royalty will be made by royalifts. 
Property will be moft energetically reftored by 
the antient proprietors of that kingdom. 

When I fpeak of royalifts, I wilh to be undcr- 
ftoud of thofe who were always fuch from prin- 
ciple. Every arm lifted up for royalty from the 
beginning, was the arm of a man fo principled. 
I do not think there are ten exceptions. 

The principled royalifts are certainly not of 
force to effeft thefe obje&s by themfelves. If they 
were, the operations of the prefent great combi- 
nation would be wholly unneceffary. What I con- 
tend for is, that they lhould be confulted with, 
treated with, and employed; and that no fo- 
reigners wliatfoever are either in intereft fo en- ' 
gaged, or in judgment and local knowledge fo 
competent, to anfwer all thefe purpofes as the na- 
tural proprietors of the country. 

Their number for an exiled party is alfo con- 
iiderable. Almoft the whole body of the landed 
proprietors of France, ecclefiaftical and civil, have 
been fteadily devoted to the monarchy. This 
body does not amount to lefs than feventy thou- 
2 . fand — 



' Digitized by Google 



POLICY OF THE ALLIES. 



14V 

land — a very great number in the compofition of 
the refpectable daffies in any fociety. — I am fure, 
that if half that number of the fame defcription. 
were taken out of this country, it would leave 
hardly any thing that I fliould call the people of 
England. On the faith of the emperour and the 
king of Pruffia, a body of ten thoufand nobility 
on horfeback, with the king’s two brothers at 
their head, ferved with the king of Pruffia in the 
campaign of 1792, and equipped themfelves with 
the laft /billing of their ruined fortunes and ex- 
haufted credit.* It is not now the queftion how 
that great force came to be rendered ufelefs and 
totally diffipated. I ftate it now, only to remark, 
that a great part of the fame force exifts, and 
would a£t if it were enabled. I am fure every 
thing has ffiewn us that in this war with France, 
one Frenchman is worth twenty foreigners. La 
Vendee is a proof of this. 

If we with to make an impreffion on the minds 

* Before the revolution the French noblefle were fo reduced 
|n numbers, that they did not much exceed twenty thoufand, 
at lead of full grown men. As they have been very cruelly 
formed into entire corps of foldiers, it is eftimated, that by the 
fword, and diftempers in the field, they have not loft lefs than 
live thoufand men; and if this courfe is purfued, it is to be 
feared, that the whole body of the French nobility may be 
extinguilhed. Several hundreds have alfo perilhed by famine 
and various accidents. 
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of any perfons in France, or to perfuade them to 
join our ftandard, it is impoflible that they ihould 
not be more eafiiy led, and more readily formed 
and difeiplined, (civilly and martiallydifciplined) 
by thofe who fpeak their language, who are ac- 
quainted with their manners, who are converfant 
with their ufages and habits of thinking, and who 
have a local knowledge of their country, and fome 
remains of antient credit and confideration, than 
with a body congregated from all tongues and 
tribes. Where none of the refpedtable native in- 
terefts are feen in the tranfadtion, it is impoflible 
that any declarations can convince thofe that are 
Within, or thofe that are without, that any thing 
elfe than fome fort of hoftility in the ftyle of a 
conqueror is meant. Atbeft it will appear to fuch 
wavering perfons, (if fuch there are) whom we 
mean to fix with dS, a choice whether they are 
to continue a prey to domeftick banditti, or 
to be fought for as a carrion carcafs, and picked 
to the bone by all the crows and vultures of the 
Iky. They may take protedtion, (and they would 
I doubt not) but they can have neither alacrity nor 
zeal in fuch a caufe. When they fee nothing but 
bands of EnglWh, Spaniards, Neapolitans, Sardi- 
nians, Pruflians, Auftrians, Hungarians, Bohe- 
mians, Sclavonians,Croatians, afting as principals , 
it is impoflible they ihould think we come with a 
beneficent defign. Many of thofe fierce and bar- 
l barous 
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harous people have already given proofs howlittle 
they regaril any French party whatfoever. Some 
of thefe nations the people of France are jealous 
of; fuel) are theEnglilh, andtheSpaniards — others 
they defpife; fuel) are the Italians — others they 
hate and dread; fucli are the German and Danu- 
bian powers. At belt fuel) interpofition of an- 
tient enemies excites apprehenfion; but in this 
cafe, how can they fu'ppofe that we come to main- 
tain their legitimate monarchy in a truly paternal 
French government, to protect their privileges, 
their laws, their religion, and their property, w hen 
they fee us make ule of no one perfon who has 
any intereft in them, any knowledge of them, or 
any the leaft zeal for them ? On the contrary, 
they fee, that ye do not fuffer any of thofe who 
have fhewn a zeal in that caufe, which we feem 
to make our ow n, to come freely into any place 
rn which the allies obtain any footing. 

‘ If we wifi) to gain upon any people, it is right 
to fee what it is they expect. We have had a pro- 
pofal from the royalifts of Poitou. They are well 
inti tied, after a bloody war maintained for eight 
months againfl all the powers of anarchy, to fpeak 
thefentiments of the royalifts of France. Do they 
defire us t/> exclude their princes, their clergy, 
their nobility ? The direct contrary. They ear- 
rieftly folicit that men of every one of thefe de- 
feriptions fhould be fent to them. They do not 

call 
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call for Englifh, Auftrian, or Pruffian officers. 
They call for French emigrant officers. They call 
for the exiled priefts. They have demanded the 
Compte d’Artois to appear at their head. Thefe 
are the demands, (quite natural demands) ofthofe 
"who are ready to follow the ftaudard of monarchy. 

The great means therefore of reftoring the mo- 
narchy which we have made the main objeB of the 
war, istoaffift the dignity, the religion, and the 
property of France, to repofi’efs themfelvesof the 
means of their natural influence. This ought to 
be the primary objc 6t of all onr politicks, and all 
our military operations. Other wife everything 
will move in a prepofterous order, and nothing 
but confufion and deftru6tion will follow. 

1 know that misfortune is not made to win re- . 
- > * 

Ipeft from ordinary minds. I know that there is 

a leaning to profperity however obtained, and a 
prejudice in its favour; I know there is adifpofi- 
tion to hope fomething from the variety and in- 
eonfrancy of villany, rather thau from the tire- 
forne uniformity of fixed principle. There have 
been, I admit, fituations in which a guidingperfon 
or parly might be gained over, and through him 
or them, the whole body of a nation. For the 
hope of luch a couverfion, and of deriving ad- 
vantage from enemies, it might be politick for a 
while to throw your friends into the ffiade. But 
examples drawn from liiftory in occafions like the 

prefent 
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prefent will be found dangeroufly to miflead us. 
France has no refemblance to other countries 
which have undergone troubles and been purified 
by them. If France, jacobinifed as it has been for 
four full years, did contain any bodies of autho- 
rity and difpofition to treat with you, (molt af- 
furedly the does not) fucli is the levity of thofe 
who have expelled every thing refpe&able in their 
country, fuch their ferocity, their arrogance, their 
mutinous fpirit,theirhabitsof defyingevery thing 
human and divine, that no engagement would 
hold with them for three months ; nor indeed 
could they cohere together for any purpofe of 
civilized fociety, if left as they now are. There 
muftbeameans notonlyofbreakingtheirftrength 
within themfelves, but of civilizing them ; and 
thefe two things mull go together, before we can 
p.ofiibly treat with them, not only as a nation, but 
with any divifion of them. Defcriptions of men 
of their own race, but better in rank, fuperiour in 
property and decorum, of honourable, decent and 
orderly habits, are abfolutply necefiary to bring 
them to fuch a frame as to qualify them fo much 
as to come into contact with a civilized nation. 
A fetof thofe ferocious favages with arms in their 
hands, left to themfelves in one part of the coun- 
try, whilft you proceed to another, would break 
forth into outrages atleaft as bad as their former. 
They mud, as faft as gained (if ever they are 
Vol, VII. L gained) 
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gained) be put under the guide, dire&ibn and 
government of better Frenchmen than them- 
felves, or they will inftatitly relapfe into a'fever 
of .aggravated jacobin ifrm 

We inuft not judge of other parts of France by 
the temporary fubtnifiion of Toulon, with two 
vaft fleets in its harbour, and a garrifon far more 
numerous than all the inhabitants able to bear 
arms. If they were left to themfelves, I am quite 
fure they would not retain their attachment to 
monarchy of any name, for a Angle week. 

To adunnifter the only cure for the unheard-of 
dilbrders of that undone country, I think it infi- 
nitely happy for us, that God has given into our 
hands, more effedual remedies than human con- 
trivance could point out. We have in our bofom, 
and in the bofom of other civilized hates, nearer 
forty than thirty thoufand perfons, providentially 
preferved not only from the cruelty and violence, 
but from the contagion of the horrid pra&ices, 
fentiments aiul language of theJacobins, and even 
IkcmUyguarded from the view of fuch abominable 
feenes. If we fliould obtain in any conlklerabk 
diftrid, a footing in France, we polfefs an immenfe 
body of phyficians and magiftrates of the mind, 
whom we now know to be the moft difereet, 
genLle, well-tempered, conciliatory, virtuous, and 
j)ious perfons, who in any order probably exifted 
in the world. You will have a miffioner of peace 

and 
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and order in every pari lb. Never was a v-ifer na- 
tional ceconomy than in the charity of the Eng- 
lilh and of other countries. Never was moiiey 
better expended than in the maintenance of this 
body of civil troops for re-eftabliihing order in 
France, and for thus fecuring its civilization to 
Europe. This means, if properly uled, is of value 
ineftimable. 

Nor is this corps of infhruments of civilization 
confined to the firft order of that date, 1 mean 
the clergy. The allied powers polfefs alfo, an ex- 
ceedingly numerous, well-informed, fenfible, inge- 
nious, high principled and fpirited body of cava- 
liers in the expatriated landed intereft of France, 
as well qualified at leaft, as I, (who have been 
taught by time and experience to moderate my 
calculation of the expectancy of human abilities) 
ever expected to fee in the body of any landed 
gentlemen' and foldiers by their birth. France is 
well winnowed and fifted. Its virtuous men are, 
I believe, amongft the moft virtuous, as its wicked 
are amongft the moft abandoned upon earth. 
Whatever in the territory of France may be found 
to be in the middle between thefe, mult be at- 
tracted to the better part. This will be compalfed, 
when every gentleman, every where being reftored 
to his landed eftate, each on his patrimonial 
ground, may join the clergy in reanimating the 
loyalty, fidelity and religion of the people; that 
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thefe gentlemen proprietors of land, may fort thart 
people according to the trufl they feverally merit, 
that they may arm the honeft and well affected* 
and difarmand difable the factious and ill difpofed. 
No foreigner can make this difcrimination nor 
thefe arrangements The ancient corporations of 
burghers according to their feveral modes Ihouldr 
he reftored ; and placed (as they ought to be) ii* 
the hands of men of gravity and property in the 
cities or bailliages, accordingtothe proper confli- 
tutions of the commons or third eftate of France. 
They will reftrainand regulate the feditjous rabble 
there, as the gentlemen will on their own eftates. 
In this way, and hi this way alone , the country 
(once broken in upon by foreign force well di- 
rected) may be gained and fettled. It mult her 
gained and fettled by itfelf, and through the me- 
dium of its own native dignity and property. It 
is not honeft, it is not decent, ftill lefs is it poli- 
tick, for foreign powers themfelves to attempt any 
thing in this minute, eternal, local detail, in which- 
they could drew nothing hut ignorance, imbeci- 
lity, confufion and opprdlion. As to the prince- 
who has a juft claim to exercife the regency of 
France, like other men he is not without his faults 
and his defeats. Cut faults or defeats (always fup- 
poling them faults of common human infirmity) 
are not what in any country deftroy a legal title 
to government. Thefe princes arc kept in a pooF 

obfcure 



Digitized by Google 



FOLtCY 0F 'f HE ALLIES. 1 4^ 

obfcure country town of the king of Pmflia’s. 
Their reputation is entirely at the mercy of every 
-calumniator. They cannot fhew themfelves, they 
■cannot explain themfelves, as princes ought to do. 
After being well informed, as an}' man here can 
fee, I do not find, that thefe blemilhes in this emi- 
nent perlon, are at all confiderable, or that they at 
»ll affect a charattcr, which is full of probity, ho- 
nour, generofity, and real goodnefs. In fomc 
points he has but too much refemblance to his un- 
fortunate brother; who, with all his weaknelfes, 
liad a good tmderftandnig and many parts of an 
excellent man, and a good king. But Monfieur, 
without fuppofiug tire other deficient, (as he was 
not) excels him in general knowledge, and in a 
Aarpand keen oblervation, with fomething of a 
better add refs, and an happier mode of fpeaking 
and of writing. His converfation is open, agree- 
able and informed, his manners gracious anti 
princely. His brother the comte d’Artois fuftains 
ftill better tire reprefentation of his place. He is 
eloquent, livelv, engaging in the higheft degree, 
of a decided character, full of energy anti activity. 
In a word lie is a brave, honourable, and accom- 
plilhed cavalier. Their brethren of royalty, if 
they were true to their own caufe and filtered, in- 
ftead of relegating thefe illuftrious perfons to an 
obfeure town, would bring them forward in their 
courts and camps, and exhibit them to, what they 
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Mould fpeedily obtain, the efteem, refpcft, and 
affection of mankind. 

r t 

As to their knocking at every door, (which 
feems to give offence) can any thing be more na- 
tural ? Abandoned, defpifed, rendered in a man- 
ner outlaws by all the powers of Europe, who 
have treated their unfortunate brethren with all 
the giddy pride, and improvident infolence of 
blind unfeeling profperity ; who did not even fend 
them a compliment of condolence on the murder 
of their brother and fifter ; in fuch a ftate is it to 
be wondered at, or blamed, that they tried every 
way, likely or unlikely, well or ill chofen, to get 
out of the horrible pit into which they are fallen, 
and that in particular they tried whether the 
princes of their orvn blood, might at length be 
brought to think the caufe of kings, and of kings 
of their race, wounded in the murder and exile of 
the branch of France, of as much importance as 
the killing of a brace of partridges ? If they were 
abfolutely idle, and only eat in floth their bread of 
forrow and dependence, they would be forgotten, 
or at belt thought of as wretches unworthy of 
their pretenfions which they had done nothing to 
fupport. If they err from our interefts, what 
care has been taken to keep them in thofe inte- 
refts? or what defire has ever been ftiewn to 
employ them in any other way than as inftruments 
of their own degradation, lhame, and ruin ? 

The 
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Yhe parliament of Paris, by whom the. title of 
the regent is to be«teCO^nifetl (not made) accord* 
Ing to the laws of thfe Uittgdorn, is ready to re cog* 
wife it, (end r to reghter-it) if a place of meeting 
was given to-’tliem, which might be within, their 
own jurii’diction, fuppofmg that'only locality was 
■required for the dxercif© of their functions : for 
i‘t is doe of the advantages of monarchy,- to have 
5io local feat. It may maintain its nights out of 
the fpheve of its territorial jurifdietion, if other 
ptiwett' will iiiflfer it. '« ... ; c 1, . ..;•/■ '.x 

:! i ai^ well apprifed, that the ft t tie i ntf igudfs,:and 
^i'l>if|>et»eps, and felf-concsi ted tholightlefs 1 raiders* 
•worfe than either, ran aliout to depreciate the 
fallen -viltue of a great nation. Hut whiLft they 
talk, wytmuft make our choice — t b ey or the jaco- 
bins. : We have no other ^‘option. As to ! tlioie, 
who in tlie pride of a profperity, not obtained by 
their wifdom, valour, of induftrv, think fo Well of 
tlxhnfeives, and of theirown abilities and virtues, 
and fo ill of other men? truth obliges me to fay, 
that they are not founded in their prelumption 
concerning themfelves, nor in their contempt of 
the French princes, rnagiftrates, nobility, and 
clergy. Inftead of infpiring me with diflike and 
diftruft of the unfortunate, engaged with us in a 
common caufe agairift our jacobin enemy, they 
take away all my efteem for their own characters* 
and all my deference to their judgment. . 

.;■/ . l 4 There 
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There are fome few French gentlemen indeed 
who talk a language not wholly different from 
this jargon. Thofe whom I have in my eye, I 
refpe6l as gallant foldiers, as much as any one can 
do, but on their political judgment,and prudence, 
I have not the flighteft reliance, nor on their 
knowledge of their own country, or of its law* 
and conflitution. They are, if not enemies, at 
leaft not friends to the orders of their own (late; 
not to the princes, the clergy, or the nobility ; 
they poffefs only an attachment to the monarchy, 
or rather to the perfons of the late king and 
queen. In all other refpects their converfation is 
jacobin. 1 am afraid they, or fome of them, go 
into the clofets of mini Iters, and tell them that 
the affairs of France will be better arranged by 
the allied powers than by the landed proprietors 
of the kingdom, or by the princes who have a 
right to govern ; and that if any French are at all 
to be employed in the fettlement of their country, 
it ought to be only thofe who have never declared 
any decided opinion, or taken any a&ive part in 
the revolution.* i 

I fnfpeft that the authors of this opinion are 
mere foldiers of fortune, who though men of in- 
tegrity and honour, would as gladly receive mili- 
tary rank from Ruflia, or Aullria, or Prufiia, as 
from the regent of France. Perhaps their not 

• This was the language of the mbifterialifts. 
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having as much importance at his court as they 
could wifh may incline them to this ftrange ima- 
gination. Perhaps having no property in old 
France, they are more indifferent about its refto- 
ration. Their language is certainly flattering to 
all miniftcrs in all courts. We all are meu; we 
all love to be told of the extent of our own power 
and our own faculties. If we love glory, we are 
jealous of partners, and afraid even of our own 
inflruments. It is of all modes of flattery the 
mod effectual to be told, that you can regulate the 
affairs of another kingdom better than its heredi- 
tary proprietors. It is formed to flatter the prin- 
ciple of conqueft fo natural to all men. 1 1 is this 
principle which is now making the partition of 
Poland. The powers concerned have been told by 
fome perfidious Poles, and perhaps they believe, 
that their ufurpation is a great benefit to the peo- 
ple, efpecially to the common people. However 
this may turn out with regard to Poland, I am 
quite fare that France could not be fo well under a 
foreign direction as under that of the reprefenta- 
ti ves of its own king, and its own ancient eftates. 

I think I have myfelf ltudied France, as much 
as moft of thole whom the allied courts are likely 
to employ in fucha work. I have likewife of my- 
felf as partial and as vain an opinion as men com- 
monly have of themfelves. But if I could com- 
mand the whole military arm of Europe, I atn 

fure, 
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fure, that a bribe of tlie beft province in that 
kingdom, would not tempt me to intermeddle in 
their' affairs, except in perfect concurrence and 
conceit ; with the natural legal interefrs of the 
country, compofed of the ecclcfiafti cal, the mili- 
tary, the feveral corporate' bodies of juftice, and 
ofburghtfrfliip, making andera monarchal repeat 
it again and again) the Trench n'aiiow according 
to its fundamental cohflkutian. No pottfiderate 
ftatefman would undertake to meddle with it 
Upon any other condition. 

- The 1 govern nteri t of that kingdonvisfundaihen- 
tallyl monarchical. The publick law of Europe 
has' never recognifed in it any other form of go- 
vernment. The potentates of Europe hive by 
that law, a right, an intereft, and a duty to know 
with what government they are to treat, and what 
they are to admit into the federative Tociefy,' of 
in other words into the diplomatick repiiblick of 
Europe. This right is- clear and indifputable. 

• What other and further interference they have 
a right to the interiour of‘ the concerns of an- 
other people, is a matter on which, as on every 
political fubjecd, no very definite or politive rule 
can well be laid down. Our neighbours are men; 
and who will a tempt to dictate the laws, under 
which it is allowable or forbidden to take a part 
in the concerns of men, whether they are con- 
iidered individually or in a colle&ive capacity, 
<. whenever 
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"whenever charity to them, or a care of my own 
fafety, calls forth mya&ivity. Circumftances per- 
petually variable, dire&ing amoral prudence and 
diferetion, the general principles of which never 
vary, muft alone preferibe a conduct fitting on 
fuch ocrafions. The lateft cafuifts of publick law 
are rather of a republican call, and in my mind, 
by no means fo aveife as they ought to be to a 
right in the people (a word which ill defined is of 
the moft dangerous ufe) to make changes at their 
pleafure in the fundamental laws of their country. 
Thefe writers, however, when a country is di- 
vided, leave abundant liberty for a neighbour to 
fupport any of the parties according to his choice.* 
This interference muft indeed always be a right,' 
whilft the privilege of doing good toothers, and 
of averting from them every fort of evil, is a 
right: eircumftancesmay render that right a duty. 
It depends wholly on this, whether it be a bond 
fide charity to a party, and a prudent precaution 
with regard to yourielf, or whether under the 
pretence of aiding one of the parties in a nation,, 
you act in fuch a manner as to aggravate its cala- 
mities, and accomplifh its final deftrudiion. In 
truth it is not the interfering or keeping aloof, but 
iniquitous intermeddling.or treacherous inaction, 
which is praifed or blamed by the decifion of an 
equitable judge. 

* Vat tel 

1 It 
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It will be a juft and irrefiftible prefumption 
againft the fairnefs of the interpoftng power, that 
be takes with him no party or description of men 
in the divided ftate. It is not probable, that thefe 
parties Should all, and all alike, be more adverfe to 
the true interefts of their country, and lefs capable 
of forming a judgment upon them, than thofe who 
are abfolute ftrangers to their affairs, and to the 
character of the actors in them, and have but a re- 
mote, feeble, and Secondary Sympathy with their 
intereft. Sometimes a calm and healing arbiter 
may be neceffary; but, he is to compoSe differ- 
ences, not to give laws. 1 1 is impoffible that any 
one fliould not feel the full force of that prefump- 
tjon. Even people, whofe politicks for the fup- 
pofed good of their own country, lead them to 
take advantage of the diifenfions of a neighbour- 
ing nation in order to ruin it, will not directly 
propofe to exclude the natives, but they will take 
that mode of confuting and emplo 3 r ing them, 
which moft nearly approaches to an exclufion. 
In foine particulars they propofe what amounts to 
that exclufion, in others they do much worfe. 
They recommend to miniftry, “ that no Frencli- 
“ man -who has given a decided opinion, or a£ted 
“ a decided part in this great revolution, for ot 
“ againft it, fliould be countenanced, brought for- 
# * ward, trufted or employed, even in the ftri&eft 
** fubordination to the minifters of the allied 
7 11 powers.* 
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** powers.” Although one would think that this 
advice would (land condemned on the firft propo- 
rtion, yet as it has been made popular, and has 
been proceeded upon praftically, I think it right 
to give it a full confideration. 

And firft, I have a Iked myfelf who thefe French- 
men are, that, in the ftate their own country has 
been for thefe laft five years, of all the people of 
Europe, have alonenot been able to form adecided 
opinion, or have been unwilling to aft a decided 
part ? 

Looking over all the names I have heard 6f in 
this great revolution in all human affairs, I find 
no man of any diftinftion who has remained in 
that more than ftoical apathy, but the prince <1q 
Conti. This mean, ftupid, felfifh, fwinilh, and 
cowardly animal, univerfally known and defpifed 
as fuch, has indeed, except in one abortive attempt 
to elope, been perfectly neutral. However his 
neutrality, which it teems would qualify him for 
truft, and on a competition muft fet afide the 
prince de Cond6, can be of no fort of fervice. 
His moderation has not been able to keep him 
from a jail. The allied powers muft draw him 
from that jail, before they can have the full ad- 
vantage of the exertions of this great neutralift. 

Except him, I do not recollect a man of rank or 
talents, who by his fpeeches or his votes, by his 
pen or by his fword, has not been attive on this 

fcene. 



Digitized by Google 




I58 REMARKS ON Tllfc 

fcene. The time indeed could admit no neutra- . 
lity in any perfon worthy of the name of man. 
There were originally two great divifions in 
France ; the one is that which overturned the 
whole of the government in church and ftate,. 
and ereCted a republick on the bafis of atheifm. 
Their grand engine was the jacobin club, a fort o£ 
jeccffion from which, but exaCtly on the fame 
principles, begat another fhort-lived one, called the 
Club of Eighty-Nine*, which was chiefly guided 
by the court rebels, who, in addition to the. 
crimes of which they were guilty in common with 
the others, had the merit of betraying a gracious 
matter, and a kind benefactor. Subdivifions of 
this faftion, which fince we have feen, do not in 
the leaft differ from each other in their principles, 
their difpofitions, or the meaus they have em- 
ployed. Their only quarrel has been about 
power : in that quarrel, like wave fucceeding 
wave, one faction has got the better and expelled 
the other. Thus La Fayette for a while got the 
better of Orleans; and Orleans afterwards pre- 
vailed over La Fayette. Briffot overpowered Or- 
leans; Barrere and Robefpicrre, and their fac- 
tion, maftered them both and cut off their heads. 
All who were not royalifts have bqen lifted in fome 

* The firft object of thi* club was the propagation of jacobin 
principles, 

or 
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i)r other of thefe divifions. If it wgre of any ufe 
to fettle a precedence, the elder ought to have his 
rank. The firft authors, plotters, and contrivers 
of this monftrous fcheme, feem to me entitled to 
the firft place in our diftruft and abhorrence. I 
have feen fome 6f thofe who are thought the 
beft amongft the original rebels ; and I have not 
jiegle&ed the means of being informed concern- 
ing the others. I can very truly fay, that I have 
not found by obfervation, or inquiry, that anv 
fenfe of the evils produced by their projects has 
.produced in them, or any one of them, the fmalleft 
degree of repentance. Difappointment and mor- 
tification undoubtedly they feel; but to them, ix> 
peutance is a thing impoffible. They are atheifts. 
This wretched opinion, by which they are pof- 
fefled even to the height of fanaticifm, leading 
them to exclude from their ideas of a commonr 
wealth, the vital principle of the phyfical, the mo- 
ral, and the political world, engages them in 4 
"thoufand abfurd contrivances to fill up thisdread- 
ful void. Incapable of innoxious repofe, or ho- 
nourable aftion, or wife fpeculation, in the lurking 
holes of a foreign land, into which (in a , common 
ruin) they are driven to hide their heads amongft 
the innocent victims of their madnefs, they are at 
this very hour, as bufy in the confection of the 
dirt-pyes of their imaginary conilitutions, as if 

they 
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they had not been quite frefh from deftroying by 
their impious and defperate vagaries, the fineft 
country upon earth. 

It is however, out of thefe, or of fuch as thefe, 
guilty and impenitent, defpifmg the experience of 
others, and their own, that fome people talk of 
choofmg their ncgocia tors withthofe jacobins, who 
they fuppofe may be recovered to a founder mind. 
They flatter themfelves, itfeems, thatthe friendly 
habits formed during their original partnerlhip 
of iniquity, a limilarity of chara&er, and a con- 
formity in the ground-work of their principles, 
might facilitate their converfion, and gain them 
over to fome recognition of royalty. Butfurely 
this is to read human nature very ill. The feverai 
fe&aries in this fchifm of the jacobins, arethe very 
lad men in the world to truft each other. Fel- 
lowlhip in treafon, is a bad ground of confidence. 
The laft quarrels are the foreft; and the injuries 
received or offered by your own affociates, are 
ever the moft bitterly refented. The people of 
France of every name and defcription, would a 
thoufand times fooner liften to the prince deCond^ 
or to the archbilhop of Aix, or the bifiiop of St. 
Pol, or to monfieur de Cazal^s, than to La Fay- 
ette, or Dumourier, or the vicomtedeNoailles, or 
the bifiiop of Autun, or Necker, or his difciple 
Tally Tolendal. Againft the Jfirft defcription they 

have 
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have not the fmalleft animofity beyond that of a 
merely political dilfenfion. The others they re- 
gard as traitors. 

The firft defcription is that of the chriltian roy- 
alifts, men who as earneftly wilhed for reforma- 
tion, as they oppofcd innovation in the funda- 
mental parts of their church and ilate. Their part 
has been very decided. Accordingly they are to be 
fet afide in the reftoration of church and date. 
It is an odd kind of difqualification where the re- 
ftoration of religion and monarchy is the queftion. 
If England ihould (God forbid it Ihould) fall into 
the fame misfortune with France, and that the 
court of Vienna fhoukl undertake the reftoration 
of our monarchy, I think it would be extraordi- 
nary to objeft to the admifiion of Mr. Pitt, or 
lord Grenville, or Mr. Dundas, into any fhare in 
the management of that burfinefs, becaufe in a day 
of trial they have ftood up firmly aud manfully, 
as I truft they always will do, and with diftin- 
guillied powers, for the monarchy and the legiti- 
mate conftitutiou of their country. I am fure if 
I were to l’uppofe myfelf at Vienna at fuel) a time, 
I ihould, as a man, as an Engtiihman, and as a roy- 
alift, proteft in that cafe, as I do in this, againft a 
w r eak and ruinous principle of proceeding, which 
can have no other tendency, than to make thofe. 
who wiih to fupport the crown, meditate too 
profoundly on the confequences of the part they 
Vol. VII, M take 
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take— and confider whether for their open and 
forward zeal in the royal caufe, they may not be 
thruft out from any fort of confidence and em- 
ployment, where the intereft of crowned heads rs 
concerned. 

Thefe are the parties. I have faid, and faid 
truly, that I know of no neutrals. But as a ge- 
neral obfervation on this general principle of 
chufihg neutrals onfuch occafionsas the prefent, 
I have this to fay — that it amounts to neither 
more nor lefs than this fhocking propofition — that 
we ought to exclude men of honour and ability 
from ferving theirs and our caufe ; and to put 
the deareft interefis of ourfelves and our pofterity 
into the hands of men of no decided ch a rafter, 
wi thout judgment to choofe, and without courage 
to profefs any principle whatfoever. 

Such men can ferve no caufe, for this plain rea- 
fon — they have no caufe at heart. They can at 
heft work only as mere mercenaries. They have 
not been guilty of great crimes ; but it is only 
becaufe they have not energy of mind to rife to 
any height of wickednel's. They arenothawksor 
kites; they are only miferable fowls whofe flight 
is not above their dunghill or henroolt. But they, 
tremble before the authors of thefe horrours. They 
admire them at a iafe and refpe&ful diftanee. 
There never was a mean and abject mind that did 
not admire an intrepid and dexterous villain, in 
■ . ■ i . . the 
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thebottom of their hearts they believe fuchhardy 
mifcreants to he the only men qualified for gre&t 
affairs : if you fet them to trar.faCt with fuch pcr- 
fons, they are inftantly fubdued. They darenot 
fo much as look their antagonift in the face. They 
arc made to be their lubjeets, not to be their arbi- 
ters or controllers. 

Thefe men to be fare can look at atrocious acts 
without indignation, and can behold fuffering vir- 
tue without fympathy. Therefore they are confi- 
dered as fober difpafiionate men. But they have 
their paffions, though of another kind, and which 
are infinitely more likely to carry them out of the 
path of their duty. They are of a tame, timid, 
languid, inert temper wherever the welfare of 
others is concerned. Infuchcaufes, as they have no 
motives to afclion, they never polfefs any real abi- 
lity, and are totally deftitute of all refource. 

Believe a man who has feenmuch, and obferved 
fomething. I have feen in the courfe of my life a 
great many of that family of raenf -They are ge- 
nerally chofen, becaufe they have no opinion of 
their own ; and as far as they can be got in good 
earned to embrace any opinion, it is that of who- 
ever happens to employ them (neither longer nor 
fhorter, narrower nor broader) with whom they 
have no difcuffion br confultation. The only thing 
which occurs to fuch a man wheri he has got a 
bufinefs for others into his bands, is how to make 

m 2 his 
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his OAvn fortune out of it. The perfon he is to 
tfeat with, is not, with him an adverfary over 
whom he is to prevail, but a new friend he is to 
gain ; therefore he always fyftematically betrays 
fome part of his truft. lnftead of thinking how 
he thall defend his ground to the laft, and if forced 
to retreat, how little he thall give up, this kind of 
man confiders how much of the intereft of his em- 
ployer he is to facrifice to his adverfary. Having 
nothing but himfelf in view, he knows, that in 
ferving his principal with zeal, he mutt probably 
incur fome refentment from the oppofite party. 
His objett is to obtain the good will of the perfon 
with whom he contends, that when an agreement 
is made, he may join in rewarding him. 1 would 
not take one of thefe as my arbitrator in a difpute 
for fo much as a fifh-pond— for if he referved the 
mud to me, he would be firre to give the water 
that fed the pool, to my adverfary. In a great 
caufelfltould certainly wifli, that my agent fhould 
poflefs conciliating qualities; that he fhould beof 
a frank, open, and candid difpofition, foft in his 
nature, and of a temper to fotten animolities and 
to win confidence. He ought not to be a man 
odious to the perfon he treats with, by pcrfonal 
injury, by violence, or by deceit, or, above all, by 
the dereliftion of his caufe in any former tranf- 
actions. But I would be fure that my negotiator 
ihould be mine, that he lliould be as earneft in the 

caulc 



Digitized by Google 




POLICY OF THE ALLIES. 165 

caufe as myfelf, and known to be fo; that he 
Ihoukl not be looked upon as a dipendiary advo- 
cate, but as a principled partifan. In all treaty it 
is a great point that all idea of gaining your agent 
is hopelefs. I would not truft the caufe of roy- 
alty with a man, who profeffing neutrality is half 
a republican. The enemy has already a great part 
of his fuit without a druggie — and he contends 
with advantage for all the reft. The common 
principle allowed between your adverfary and 
your agent, gives your adverfary the advantage 
in every difcufiion. 

Before I Unit up this difcourfe about neutral 
agency (which I conceive is not to be found, or 
if found, ought not to be ufed) I have a few other 
remarks to make on the caufe, which I conceive 
gives rife to it. 

In all that we do, whether in the druggie or 
after it, it is necedary that we fhould condantly 
have in our eye, the nature and character of the 
enemy we have to contend with. The jacobin re- 
volution is carried on by men of no rank, of no 
condderation, of wild favage minds, full of levity, 
arrogance and preemption, without morals, with- 
out probity, without prudence. What have they 
then to fupply their innumerable defers, and to 
make them terrible even to the firmed minds? 
One thing, andowe thing only — butthatonething 
is worth atheubnd — they have energy. In France, 

m 3 all 
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all things being put into an univcrfal ferment, in 
the decompofitiou of fociety, no man comes for- 
ward but by his fpirit of enterprife and the vi- 
gour of his mind. If we meet this dreadful and 
portentous energy, reftrained bj r noconfideratiou 
of God or man, that is always vigilant, always on 
the attack, that allows itfelfno repofe, and fuffers 
none to reft an hour with impunity; if we meet 
this energy with poor common-place proceeding, 
with tritial maxims, paltry old faws, with doubts, 
fears, and fufpicions, with a languid, uncertain 
hefitation, with a formal, official fpirit,. which is 
turned afide by every obftaclefrom its purpofe, 
and which never fees a difficulty but to yield to it, 
or at heft to evade it; down we go to the bottom 
of the abyis-i-rand nothing ffiort of Omnipotence 
can fave us. We muft meet a vicious and dif- 
tempcred energy with a manly and rational vi- 
gbur. As virtue is limited in its refources — we 
are doubly bound to ufe all that, in thecircle drawn 
about us. by our rgorals, we are able to command. 

, I do not contend againft the advantages of 
diftruft. In the world, we-live hr it is but too ne- 
celfary. ^Some of old call it the very ftnews of 
difcretion. But what ftgaifj cominon-places, that 
always run parallel and equal?* Diftruft is good or 
it is bad, according to onr pofitioil and our pur- 
pofe. Diftruft.is a riefeiffi.ve principle. They who 
have ihuch to lofe have much to firfifj. <But in 
i . , t* France 
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France we hold nothing. We are to break in 
upon a power in poffefiion ; we are to carry every 
thing by ftorm, or by furprife, or by intelligence, 
or by all. Adventure therefore, and not caution* 
■is our policy. Here to be too prefuming is the 
better errour. 

The world will judge of the fpirit of our pro- 
ceeding in thofe places of France which may fall 
into our power, by our conduct in thofe that.are 
already in our hands. Our wifdom ilionld not be 
vulgar. Other times, perhaps other meafures : 
but in this awful hour our politicks ought to be 
made up of nothing but courage, deeifion, raanli- 
nefs, and rectitude. We £hould have all the mag- 
nanimity of good faith. This is a royal and com- 
manding policy ; and as long as are true to it 
we niay give the law. Never can we.aH'uiue this 
command if we will notrilk the confequences. For 
which reafon we ought to be bottomed enough 
in principle not to be carried away upon the firft 
profpeft of ahy finifter advantage. For depend 
upon it, that if we once give way to a fiuifter deal- 
ing, we.ihall teach others the game, and we flitj.ll 
be outwitted and overborne ; the Spaniards, the 
Pruffians, God knows who, will put us under con- 
tribution at their pleafure ; and inftead of being 
at the head of a great confederacy, and thdfcar- 
biters of Europe, we ihall, by our miftakes, break 
up a great defign 'into a tliouland little leltilh 

>1 4 ‘ quarrels; 
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quarrels; the enemy will triumph, and we fhall 
fit clown under the terms of unfafe and dependent 
peace, "weakened, mortified, and difgraced, whilft 
<111 Europe, England included, is left open and de- 
fencelefs on every part, to jacobin principles, in- 
trigues, and arms. In the cafe of the king of 
France, declared to be our friend and ally, we will 
fHll be confidering ourfelves iu the contradi&ory 
character of an enemy. This contradiction, I am 
afraid, will, in fpite of us, give a colour of fraud 
to all our tranfa&ions, or at leaft will fo com- 
plicate our politicks, that we {hall ourfelves be 
inextricably entangled in them. 

I have Toulon in my eye. It was with infinite 
forrow I heard that in taking the king of France’s 
fleet in truft, we inftantly unrigged and difmafted 
the lhips, inftead of keeping them in a condition 
to efcape ip cafe of difaftcr, and in order to fulfil 
our truft, that is, to hold them for the ufe of the 
owner, and, in the mean time, to employ them 
for our common fervice. Thefe {hips are now fo 
circumfianced, that if we are forced to evacuate 
Toulon, theymuft fallinto the hands of the enemy, 
or be burnt by ourfelves. I know this is by fome 
confidered as a fine thing for us. But the Athe- 
nians ought not to be better than the Englilh, or 
Mr. Pitt lefs virtuous than Ariftides. 

Are we then fo poor in refources that we can 
do no better with eighteen or twenty lhips of the 

line 
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line than to burn them? Had we lent for French 
royalift naval officers, of which fome hundredsare 
to be had, and made them feledt fuch feamen as 
they could trull, and filled the reft with our owa 
and Mediterranean feamen, which are all over 
Italy to be had by tlioufands, and put them under 
judicious Englilh commanders in chief, and witha 
judicious mixture of our own fu bo rdi nates, the 
Weft Indies would at this day have been ours. It 
may be faid that thcfe French officers would take 
them for the king of France, and that they would 
not be in our power. Be it fo. The iflands M ould 
not be ours, but they would not be jacobin ifed. 
This is however a thing impoffible. They mull 
in effect and fubftance be ours. But all is upon 
that falfe principle of diftruft, which, not confid- 
ing in ftrength, can never have the full ufe of it. 
They that pay, and feed, and equip, mull direct. 
But I mull fpeak plain upon this fubjefit. The 
French iflands, if they were all our own, ought 
not to be all kept. A fair partition only ought to 
be made of thofe territories. This is a fubjedl of 
policy very ferious, which has many relations and 
afpefits. J ufthere I only hintat it as anl’wering an 
objection, whilft I ftate the mifchievous confe- 
quences which fufFer us to be furprifed into a vir- 
tual breach of faith, by confounding our ally 
with our enemy, becaufe they both belong to the 
fcme geographical territory. 
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My clear opinion is, that Toulon ought to be 
made, what we fetout with, a roval French citv. 
By the neceffity of the cafe, it muft be under the 
influence, civil and military, of the allies. But the 
only way of keeping that jealous and difcordant 
mafs from tearing its component parts to pieces, 
and hazarding the lofs of the whole, is to put the 
place into the nominal government of the regent, 
his officers being approved by us. This, 1 fay, is 
abfolutely liecelfary for a poife among!! ourfelves. 
Otherwife is it. to be believed that the Spaniards, 
who hold that place with us in a fort of partner- 
ship contrary to our mutual intereft, will fee us 
abfolute matters of the Mediterranean, with Gib- 
raltar on one fide, and Toulon on the other, with 
a quiet and compofed mind, whilftwedo little lets 
th an declare that we are to take the whole Weft 
Indies into our hands, leaving the vaft, un wieldly, 
and feeble body of the Spanith dominions in that 
part of the world, abfolutely at our mercy, with- 
out any power to balance us in the fmalleft degree ? 
Nothing is fo fatal to a nation as an extreme of 
felf-partiality,and the total want of confideration 
of what others will naturally hope or fear. Spain 
muft think lliefees, that we are taking advantage 
of the confufions which reign in France, to dif- 
able that country, and of courfe every country 
from affording her protection, and in the end to 
turn the Spanifli monarchy into a province. If 
2 fhe 
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fhe fa\£ things in a proper point of light, to be 
fure, flie would not confider any other plan of 
politicks as of the leaft moment in comparifon of 
the extin&ion of jacobin ifm. But her minifters 
(to fay the bed of them) are vulgar politicians. It 
is no wonderthat they fhould poftpone this great 
point, or balance it, by confiderations of the com- 
mon politicks, that is, the queftions’ of power be- 
tween Jiateand Jiate. If we manifeftlv endeavour 
to deftroy the-balance, efpecially the maritime and 
commercial balance, both in Europe and tlie Weft 
Indies, (the latter their fore and vulnerable part) 
from fear of what France may do for Spain, here- 
after, is it to be wondered, that Spain, infinitely 
weaker than we are, (weaker indeed than fuch a 
mafs of empire ever was,) fhould feel the fame 
fears from our uncontrolled power, that we give 
way to outlelves from a fuppofed refurredtion of 
the antient power of France under a monarchy ? 
It fignifies nothing whether we are wrong or right 
in the abftradt; but in refpeSt to our relation to 
Spain, with fuch principles followed up in prac- 
tice, it is abfolutely impoffible that any cordial 
alliance can fubfift between the two nations. If 
Spain goes, Naples will fpeedily follow. Pruffia is 
quite certain, and thinks of nothing but making 
a market of the prefentconfufions. Italy is broken 
and divided; Switzerland is jacobinifed, I am 
afraid, completely. I have long feen with pain the 
4 • • prog refs 
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progrefs of French principles in that country. 
Things cannot go on upon the prefent bottom. 
The pofleflion of Toulon, which, well managed, 
might be of the greateft advantage, will be the 
greateft misfortune that ever happened to this na- 
tion. The more we multiply troops there, the 
more we /hall multiply caufes and means of quar- 
rel amongft ourfelves. I know but one way of 
avoiding it, which is to give a greater degree of 
fhnplicity toour politicks. Ourfituation does ne- 
ceffarily render them a good deal involved. And, 
to this evil, iufsead of increafmg it, we ought to 
apply all the remedies in oup power. 

See what is, in that place, the confequence (to 
fey nothing of every other) of this complexity. 
Toulon has, as it were, two gates, an Engliih, and 
a Spaniih. The Engliih gate is, by our policy, 
fall barred againft the entrance of any royalifts. 
The Spaniards open theirs, I fear, upon no fixed 
principle, and with very little judgment. By 
means, however, of this foolifh, mean, and jealous 
policy on our fide, all the royalifts whom the 
Engliih might feleCt as moil practicable, and moft 
fubfervient to honeft views, are totally excluded. 
Of thofe admitted, the Spaniards are matters. As 
to the inhabitants they arcane ft of jacobins which 
is delivered into our hands, not from principle, 
but from fear. The inhabitants of Toulon may 
bedefcribed in a few words. It is differ turn nautit , 

cauponibus 



Digitized by Googl 






POLICY OF THE ALLIES. 173 

canponibus atqae malignis. The reft of the fea- 
ports are of the fame defcription. 

Another thing which I cannot account for is, 
the fending for the bilhop of Toulon, and after- 
wards forbidding his entrance. This is as dire&Iy 
eontrary to the declaration, as it is to the praftice 
of the allied powers. The king of Pruflia did 
better. When he took Verdun, he actually rein- 
ftated the bilhop and his chapter. When he 
thought he lhould be the matter of Chalons, he 
called the bilhop from Flanders, to put him into 
pofleffion. The Auftrians have reftored the clergy 
wherever they obtained pofleffion. We have pro- 
pofed to reftore religion as well as monarchy j 
and in Toulon we have reftored neither the one 
nor the other. It is very likely that the jacobin 
fans-culottes, or fome of them, objected to this 
meafure, who rather choofe to have the atheiftick 
buff oons of clergy they have got to fport with, till 
they are ready to come forward, with the reft of 
their worthy brethren, in Paris and other places, 
to declare that they are a fet of impoftors, that 
they never believed in God, and never will preach 
any fort of religion. If we give way to our jaco- 
bins, in this point, it is fully and fairly putting the 
government, civil and ecclefiaftical, not in the 
Icing of France, to whom as the protector and 
governor, and in fubftance the head of the Gal- 
ilean church, the nomination to the bifhopricka. 

belonged, 
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belonged, and who made the bilhop of Tbulon ; it 
docs not leave it with him, or even in the hands of 
the kingof England, or the king of Spain ; bntin 
the bafelt jacobins of a low fea-port, to exercife, 
pro tempore , the fovereignty. If this point of reli- 
gion is thus given up, tire grand inftmment for 
reclaiming France is abandoned. We cannot, if 
we would, delude ourfei'ves about the true ftate of 
this dreadful conteft. It is a religious war. It in- 
cludes in its object undoubtedly every other inte- 
reft of fociety as well as this; but this is the prin- 
cipal and leading feature. It is through this de- 
ftrudtion of religion that our enemies propofe the 
accomplishment of all their other views. The 
French revolution, impious at once and fanatical, 
had no other plan fordomeftick power and foreign 
empire. Look at all the proceedings of the na- 
tional affcmbly from thefirft day of declarin git- 
l'elf fuch in the year 1780, to this very hour, and 
vou will find full half of their bufinefs to be di- 
redtly on this fubje6t. In fact it is the fpirit of 
the whole. The religious fy Item, called the con* 
ftitutional church, was ou the face of the whole 
proceeding let uponly asa meretemporary amufe- 
ment.to the people, and loconftantly Hated in atl 
their converfations, till the time Ihould come, 
when they might with lafety caft off the very ap- 
pearance of all religion whatfoever, and perfecute 
chriftianity throughout Europe Math fire and 
> fword. 
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fvord. The conftitutional clergy are not the mi- 
nifters of any religion : they are the agents and 
inftruments of this horrible confpiracy againft all 
.morals. It M as from a fenfe of this, that in the 
Englifh addition to the articles propofed atSt. Do- 
mingo, toleratingall religions, we very wifely re- 
f ui'ed to fuffer that kind ot traitors and buffoons. 

This religious war is not a controverfy between 
fed and fed as formerly, but a war againft all feds 
and all religions. The queftion is not whether 
you are to overturn the catholick, to fet up the 
proteftant. Such an idea in the prefent ftate of the 
World is too contemptible. Our bufinefs is to 
leave to the fchools the difeuflion of the contro- 
verted points, abating as much as we can the acri- 
mony of difputants on all fides. It is for chriftiaa 
ftatefmen, as the world is now circumftanced, to 
fee lire their common bafis, and not to ri/k the 
lubvcrfion of the whole fabrick by purfuing thefe 
diftindions with an ill-timed zeal. We have in 
the prefent grand alliance, all modes of govern- 
ment as well as all modes of religion. In govern- 
ment, we mean to reftore that which, notwith- 
ftanding our diverfity of forms, we are all agreed 
in as fundamental in government. The fame 
principle ought to guide us in the religious part; 
conforming the mode, not, to our particular ideas 
(for in that point we have no ideas in common), 
but to what will belt promote the great general 

ends 
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ends of the alliance. As ftatefmen we are to fee 
which of thofe modes beftfuits with the interefts 
Of luch a commonwealth as we with to fecure and 
promote. There can be no doubt, but that the 
catholick religion, which is fundamentally the re- 
ligion of France, mud go with the monarchy of 
France; we know that the monarchy did notfur- 
vive the hierarchy, no not even in appearance, for 
many months ; in fubftance, not for a fmgle hour. 
As little can it exift in future, if that pillar is 
taken away, or even ihattered and impaired. 

If it fliould pleafe God to give to the allies the 
means of reftoring peace and order in that focus 
of war and confufion, I would, as I faid in the be- 
ginning of this memorial, firft replace the whole 
of the old clergy : beeaufe we have proof more 
than fufficient, that whether they err or not in the 
fcholaflick difputes with us, they are not tainted 
with atheifm, the great political evil of the time. 
I hope I need not apologize for this phrafe, as if 
I thought religion nothing but policy; it is far 
from my thoughts; and I hope it is not to be in- 
ferred from my exprelhons. Butin the light of 
policy alone I am here confidering the queftion. 
I fpeak of policy too in a large light; in which 
large light, policy too is a facrecf thing. 

There are many, perhaps half amillion or more, 
calling themfelves proteftants, in the fouth of 
France, and in other of the provinces. Some raife 

them 
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them to a much greater number, but I think this 
nearer to the mark. I am forry to fay, that they 
have behaved ihockingly fince the very beginning 
of this rebellion, and have been uniformly con- 
cerned in its word and mod atrocious ads. Their 
clergy are jud the fameatheifts with thofe of the 
Conditutional catholicks ; but dill more wicked 
and daring. Three of their number have met, 
from their republican alfociates, the reward of 
their crimes. 

As the antient cath click religion is to be redored 
for the body of France, the antient calvinidick 
religion ought to be redored for the protedants 
with every kind of protection and privilege. But 
not one minider concerned in this rebellion ought, 
to be differed amongd them. If they have not 
clergy of their own, men well recommended as 
untaiuted withjacobinifm, by the fynods of thofe 
places where calvinifin prevails and French is. 
fpoken, ought to be fought. Many fuch there are. 
The prefbyterian difeipline ought, in my opinion, 
to be eftablifhed ill its vigour, and the people pro- 
feding it ought to be bound to its maintenance. 
No man, under the falfe and hypocritical pretence 
<?f liberty of confcience, ought to be differed to 
have no confcience at all. The king’s commif- 
doner ought alfo to fit in their fynods as before the 
revocation of theedift of Nantz. I am confcious, 
that this difeipline difpofes men to republicanifm : 
but it is dill a difeipline, and it is a cure (fuch as it 
Vol.VII. N is) 



Digitized by Google 




HEM AUKS ON THE 



*7$ 

is) for theperverfeand undifciplined habitswhich 

for fome time have prevailed. Ilepublicanifin re- 

preffed may have its ufe in the compofition of a 

ftate. Infpeftion may be pra&icable, and refpon- 

fibility in the teachers and elders may be eftab- 

lifhedin fuch an hierarchy as the prefbyterian. For 

a time like ours, it is a great point gained, that 

peoplefhould be taught to meet, to combine, and 

to be clalTed andarravcd in fome other wav than 

v / 

jn clubs of jacobins. If it be not the heft mode 
of proteflantifm under a monarchy, it is ftill an 
orderly chriftian church, orthodox in the funda- 
mentals, and, what is to our point, capable enough 
of rendering men ufeful citizens. It was the im- 
politick abolition of theirdifciplinewhichexpofed 
them to the wild opinions and conduct, that have 
prevailed amongft the lmgonots. The toleration 
in 17S7 was owing to the good difpofition of the 
late king; but it was modified by the profligate 
folly of his atheiftick minifterthe Cardinal de Lo- 
menie. This mifehievous minifter did not follow, 
in the ediftof toleration, the wifdom of theediQ: 
of Nantz. But his toleration was granted to non- 
catholicks — a dangerous word, which might fig- 
rtify any thing, and Was but too ekpfefifive of a 
fatal indifference with regard to all piety. Tfpeak 
fbr myfclf : I do not with any liianto be converted 
from his fd6L The diftinftions which 1 we have re- 
formed from animofity to emulation may be even 
ufeful to the caufc of religion. By fome moderate? 

* 4 ‘contention 
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Contention they keep alive zeal. Whereas people 
Who change, except under ftrong conviction (a 
thing now rather rare) the religion of their early 
prejudices, efpecially if the converfion is brought 
about by any political machine, are very apt to 
degenerate into indifference, laxity, and often 
downright atheifm. 

Another poli tfcal queftion arifes about the mode 
of government which ought to be eftabliihed. I 
think the proclamation (which I read before I 
had proceeded far in this memorial) puts it on 
the beft footing, by poftponing that arrangement 
to a time of peace. 

When our politicks lead us to enterptife a great, 
and aim oft total political revolution inEurope, we 
ought to look ferioufly into the confequences of 
what we are about to do. Some eminent perfons 
difeover an apprehenlion that the monarchy, if 
reftored in France, may be reftored in too great 
ftrength for the liberty and happinefs of the na- 
tives, and for the tranquillity of other ftates. 
They are therefore of opinion that terms ought to 
be made for the modification of that monarchy. * 
They are perfons too conliderable from the powers 
of their mind, and from their fituation, as well as 
from the teal refpeCt I have for them, who feem 
to entertain thefe apprehenfions, to let me pafs. 
them By unnoticed. 

* As to the power of France, as a ftate, and in its 

n 2 exteriour 
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exteriour relations, I confefs my fears are on the 
part of its extreme redu&ion. There is undoubt- 
edly fomething in the vicinity of France, which 
makes it naturally and properly an obje& of our 
watchfulnefs and jealoufy, whatever form its go- 
vernment may take. But the difference is great 
between a plan for our own fecurity, and a fcheme 
for the utterdeftru&ion of France. If there were 
no other countries in the political maji but thefe 
two, I admit that policy might juftify a with to 
lower our neighbour to a dandard which would 
even render her in fome meafure, if not wholly, 
our dependent. But the fydem of Europe is ex- 
tenfive and extremely complex. However formi- 
dable to us as taken in this one relation, France is 
not equally dreadful to all other dates. On the 
contrary my clear opinion is, that the liberties of 
Europe cannot poflibly be preferved, but by her 
remaining a very greatand preponderating power. 
The defign at prefent evidently purfued by the 
combined potentates, or of the two who lead, is 
totally to deftroy her as fuch a power. For Great 
Britain refolves that flielhall have no colonies, no 
commerce, and no marine. Audria means to take 
away the whole frontier from the borders of Swit- 
zerland, to Dunkirk. It is their plan alfo to ren- 
der the ioteriour government lax and feeble, by 
prefcribing by force of the arms of rival and jea- 
lous nations, and without confulting the natural 

interefta 
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interefts of the kingdom, fuch arrangements as in 
the aftual ftate of jacobinifm in France, and the 
unfettled ftate in which property muft remain for 
a long time, will inevitably produce fuchdiftrac- 
tion and debility in government, as to reduce it to 
nothing, or to throw it back into its old confufion. 
One cannot conceive fo frightful a ftate of a na- 
tion. A maritime country, without a marine, 
and without commerce; a continental country 
without a frontier, and for a thoufand miles fur- 
rounded with powerful, warlike, and ambitious 
neighbours ! It is pdlfible, that lhe might fubmit 
to lofc her comriicrce and her colonies ; her fecu- 
rity {he never can abandon. If’ contrary to all 
expe&atiqns, under fuch a difgracedand impotent 
government, any energy fhould remain in that 
country, fhe will make every effort to recover her 
fecurity, which will involve Europe for a century 
in war and blood. What has it coft to France to 
make that frontier ? What will it coft to recover 
it? Auftria thinks that without a frontierfhe can- 
notfecure the Netherlands. But without her fron- 
tier France cannot iecure herfelf. Auftria lias been 
however fecure for an hundred years in thofe very 
Netherlands, and has never been difpoffelfed of 
them by the chance of war, without a moral cer- 
tainty of receiving them again on the reftoration 
of peace. Her late dangers have arifen not from 
the power or ambition of the king of France. 

n 3 They 
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They arofe from her own ill policy, which difman* 
tied all hgr towns, and difeontented all her ful?- 
jedts by jacobinical innovations. She dismantles 
her own towns, and then fays, Giv r e me the frontier 
of France. But let us depend upon it, whatever 
tends, under the name of lecurity, to aggrandize 
Auftria, will dilcontent and alarm Pruflia. Such 
a length of frontier on the fide of France, fepar 
rated from itfelf, and feparated from the mafs of 
the Auftiyan country, will be weak, unlefs con- 
nected at the expence of the ejedtor.of Bavaria 
(the elector Palatine) and other leffer princes, or by 
fuch exchangesas willagainconyulfe the empire. 

Take it the other way, and let us fuppofe that 
France fo broken in fpirit as to bq content to re? 
main naked and defencelefsby feaand by land, is 
fuch a country no prey ? Have other nations no 
views? Is Poland the only country of which jt is 
worth while to make a partition? We cannot be 
fo childifli as to imagine, that ambition is local, 
and that uo others can be infe&ed with it but 
thole who rule within certain parallels of iatitude 
and longitude/ In this way I hold war equally 
certain. But I can conceive that both thefe prin- 
ciples may operate, ambition on the part of Auf- 
tria, to cut more and more from France, and 
French impatience under her degraded and unfafe 
Condition, fn fuch a conteft will the other powers 
' fiapd by? Will not Pruflia call for indemnity as 

well 
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well as Auliria and England ? Is die fatisfied with 
tier gains in Poland? By no means. Germany 
muft.pay ; or we fliall infallibly fee Prufiia leagued 
•with France and Spain, and poflibly with other 
powers, for the redu&ion of Auftria ; and fuch 
may be, the fituation of things, that it will not be 
fo eafy to decide what part England may take 
in fuch a conteft. 

I am well aware how invidious a talk it is to 
oppofe any thing which tends to the apparent ag; 
grandizement of our own country. But I thinly 
no country can be aggrandized whilft Franrje is 
jacobinifed. This poft removed, it will be a feri- 
ous queftion hpw far her further reduction will 
contribute to the general fafety which I always 
confider as included. Among precautions again!! 
ambition, it may not be amifs to take one precau- 
tion again!! our own. I muft fairly fay, I dread 
our oxen power, and our own ambition ; I dread 
our being too much dreaded. It is ridiculous to 
fay we are not men ; and that, as men, we ihall 
never wi!h to aggrandize ourfelves in fome way 
or other. Can we fay, that even at this very hour 
we are not invidioully aggrandized ? We are al- 
ready in polfetlion of almoft all the commerce of 
the world. Our empire in India is an awful thing. 
If we fhould come to be in a condition not only 
to have all this afeendant in commerce, but to be 
nbfolutety able, without the leal! controul.to hold 

n 4 the 
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the commerce of all other nations totally depen* 
dent upon our good pleafure, we may fay that we 
fhall not abufe this aftonifhing, and hitherto un* 
Tieard-of power. But every other nation will 
think we thall abufe it. It is impoffible but that, 
fooner or later, this ftate of things muft produce 
a combination againft us which may end in our 
ruin. 

As to France, I muft obferve that for a long 
time the has been ftationary. Shelias, during this 
whole century, obtained far lefs by conqueft or 
negotiation than any of the three great continental 
powers. Some part of Lorraine excepted, I re- 
coiled nothing the has gained ; no not a village. 
In truth, this Lorraineacquifition does little more 
than fecure her barrier. In etfed and fubftance 
it was her own before. 

However that may be, I confider thefe things at 
prefent chiefly in one point of view, as obftrudions 
to the war on jagobiniffn, which muft Hand as long 
as the powers think its extirpation but a ftcondury 
object, and think of taking advantage under the 
name of indemnity and fecurity to make war upon 
the whole nation of France royal, and jacobin, for 
the aggrandizement of the allies on the ordinary 
principles of intereft, as if no jacobinifm exifted 
in the world. 

So far is France from being formidable to its 
neighbours for its domeftick ftrength, that I con- 
ceive 
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ceive it will be as much as all its neighbours can 
do, by a fteady guarantee, to keep that monarchy 
at all upon its bafis. It will be their bufinefs to 
nurfe France, not to exhauft it. France, fuch as 
it is, is indeed highly formidable. Not formid- 
able, however, as a great republick; but as the 
moft dreadful gang of robbers and murderers that 
ever was embodied. But this di (tempered ftrength 
of France, will be the caufe of proportionable 
weaknefs on its recovery. Never was a country 
fo completely ruined ; and they who calculate the 
refurreftion of her power by former examples 
have not fufficiently confidered what is the pre- 
fent (late of things. Without detailing the in- 
ventory of w'hat organs of government have been 
deftroyed, together with the very materials of 
which alone they can be recompofed, I with it to 
be confidered what an operofe affair the whole 
fyftem of taxation is in the old ftates of Europe. 
It is fuch as never could be made but in a long 
courfe of years. In France, all taxes are abolilhed. 
The prefent powers refort to the capital; and to 
the capital in kind. But a favage undifeipfined 
people fuffer a robbery with mole patience than an 
impoji. The former is in their habits and their 
difpofitions. They confider it as tranfient, and as 
what, in their turn, they may exercife. But the 
terrours of the prefent power are fuch as no regu- 
lar government can polfibly employ. They who 
! ! enter 
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enter i nto F ranee do no tfucceed to their refources. 
They have not afyftem to reform, but a fyftem to 
begin. The whole eftateof government is to be 
reacquired. 

V, hat difficulties this will meet with in a coun- 
try exhaufted by the taking of the capital, and^ 
among a people, in a manner new principled, 
trained, and actually difeiplinqd to anarchy, re- 
bellion, diforder, and impiety, may be Conceived 
by thofe who know what jacobin France is, and 
who may have occupied themfelves by revolving 
in their thoughts, what t;hey were to do if it fell 
to their lot to re-eftabliih the affairs of France. 
What fupport, or what limitations the reftored 
monarchy muff haye, may be a doubt, or how 
it will pitch and fettle at laft: But one thing I 
conceive to be far, beyond a doubt: that the fet- 
tlement cannot be immediate; but that it muff 
be preceded by forn.e fort of power, equal at leaft 
in vigour, vigilance, promptitude and deqilion to 
a military government For fuch a preparatory 
government, no, flow-paced, methodical, formal, 
Javyer-like lyftem, frill, lefs that of a fhewy, fu- 
perficial, trifling, .intriguing court, guided by 
cabals of ladies, or of men like ladies; leaft of all, 
a philofpphick, theoretick, difputatious fchool of 
fophiftry. None of thefe ever will, or ever can 
lay the foundations of an order that can laft. 
Whoever claims a right by birth to govern there, 

muft 
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mud find in his bread,, or mud conjure up in it, 
an energy not to be, expected, perhaps not always 
to be w idicd for, in well ordered dates. The 
lawful prince mud have, in every thing but crime, 
the charafter of an ufurper. lie is gone, if he 
imagines himfelf the quiet poffeffor of a throne. 
He is to contend for it as much after an apparent 
oonqueft as before. His tafk is to win it; he 
mud leave poderity to enjoy and to adorn it. 
No velvet cudiions for him. He is to be always 

* ■ ■ ■ . -i . ,i..» v; > t »{ 

(1 fpeak nearly to the letter) on hoi feback- This 
opinion is the refult of much patient thinking 
on the fpbjed,, which I concejve no event, is 

likely to alter. 

■*! * . • . 

A valuable friend of mine, who I hope will con- 
dud tliefe affairs fo far as they fail to his diare, 
with, great ability,, afkfd me what I thought of 
afts of general indemnity andoblivion, asa means 
of fettling Fiance, and reconciling it to monar- 
chy. Before I venture upon any opinion of my 
own in this matter, I totally difclaim the inter- 
ference of foreign powers in a bufinefs that pro- 
perly belongs to the government which we have 

1 •' p .. n i 0 ! i • . - 

declared legal. That government is likely to be 
the bed judge of what is to he done towards the 
lecurity of that kingdom, which it is their duty 
and their intereft to provide for by fuch mcafures 
of juftice or of lenity, as at the time they fhould 
flnd b,ed. But if we weaken it, not only by ar- 
bitrary 
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tjitrary limitations of our own, butpreferve fuch 
perfons in it as are difpofed to difturb its future 
peace, as they have its paft, I do not know how 
a more direct declaration can be made of a difpo- 
fition to perpetual hoftility againft a government. 
The perfons faved from the juftice of the native 
jnagiftrate, by foreign authority, will owe no- 
thing to his clemency- He will, and muft, look 
to thofe to whom he is indebted for the power 
he has of difpenfing it. A jacobin faction, con- 
ftantly foftered with the nourifhment of foreign 
protection, will be kept alive. 

This defire of fecuring the fafetyof the aCtors 
in the prefect fcene is owing to more laudable 
motives. Minifters have been made to confider 
the brothers of the late merciful king, and the 
nobility of France, who have been faithful to 
their honour and duty, as a fet of inexorable and 
remorfelefs tyrants. How this notion has been 
infufed into them, I cannot be quite certain. I 
am fure it is not juftified by any thing they have 
done. N ever were the two princes guilty, in the 
day of their power, of a fingle hard or ill-natured 
act. No oue infiance of cruelty on the part of 
the gentlemen ever came to my ears. It is true 
that the Englijh jacobins (the natives have not 
thought of it), as an excufe for their infernal 
fyftem of murder, have fo reprefented them. It 
ison this principle, that the maflacres in the month 

*Sr 
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i>f September 1792 were juftified by a writer in 
the Morning Chronicle. He fays, indeed, that 
“ the whole French nation is to be given up to 
** the hands of an irritated and revengeful no- 
“ blefle:” — and judging of others by himfelf and 
his brethren, he fays, “ Whoever fucceeds in a 
** civil war, will be cruel. But here the emigrants 
“ flying to revenge in the cars of military vic- 
“ tory, will almoft infatiably call for their victims 
“ and their booty; and a body of emigrant trai- 
“ tors were attending the king of Pruflia, and 
M the duke of Brunfwick, to fuggeft the mod 
“ fanguinary counfels.” So fays this wicked ja- 
cobin; but fo cannot fay the king of Pruflia nor 
the duke of Brunfwick, who never did receive any 
fanguinary counfel; nor did the king’s brothers, 
or that great body of gentlemen who attended 
thofe princes, commit one Angle cruel action, or 
hurt the perfon or property of one individual, ft. 
would be right to quote the inltauce. It is like 
the military luxury attributed to thefe unfortu- 
nate fufferers in our common caufe. 

If thefe princes had fhewn a tyrcmnick difpofi- 
tion, it would be much to be lamented. We have 
no others to govern France. If wefereened the 
body of murderers from their juftice, we fhould 
only leave the innocent in future to the mercy of 
men of fierce and fanguinary difpofitions, of which 
in fpite of all our intermeddling in their conftitu-, 
♦ tion, 
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tion, we could not prevent the effefis. But as \v& 
have much more reafon to feat their feeble lenity 
than any blameable rigour, we ought, in my opi-* 
nion, to leave the matter to themfelves. 

If however I were afked to give an advice 
merely as fuch — here are my ideas. I am not for 
a total indemnity, nor a general puuifbment. And 
hrft, the body and mafs of the people never ought 
fo be treated as criminal. They may become an 
obje& of more or lefs ctmftant watchfulnefe and 
fufpicion, as their prefervation may bell require, 
but they can never become an objedt of punifli- 
ment. This is one of the few fundamental and 
unalterable principles of politicks. 

To punith them capitally would be to make 
mafi acres. Maflacres only increafe the ferocity of 
men, and teach them to regard their own lives 
and thofe of others as of little value ; whereas the 
great policy of government is to teach the people 
to think both of great importance in the eyes of 
God and the hate, and never to be facrificed or 
even hazarded to gratify their paflions, or for any 
thing but the duties prefcribed by the rules of 
morality, and under the direftion of publick law 
and publick authority. To punifli them with lefler 
penalties would be to debilitate the common- 
wealth, and make the nation miferablO, which 
it is the buffnefs of government to render happy 
and flourilhing. 

A* 
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As to crimes too, I would draw a flrong line of 
limitation. Voinooi'icofl'ence, politically an offence 
of rebellion, by council, contrivance, perfuafionor 
compulfton, for noneproper\y umilitaryo fence of 
rebellion, or any thing done by open hoftility in the 
field, fliould any man at all be called in queftion ; 
becaufe fuch feems to l>e the proper and natural 
death of civil diifenfions. The offences of war 
are obliterated by peace. 

Another clafs will of courfe be included in the 
indemnity, namely, all thofe who by their acti- 
vity in reftoring lawful government fhall obli- 
terate their offences. The offence previoufly 
known, the acceptance of fervice is a pardon for 
crimes. I fear that this clafs of men will not be 
very numerous. 

So far as to indemnity. But where are the 
objects of juftice, and of example, and of future 
fecurity to thepublick peace? They are naturally 
pointed out, not by their having outraged po- 
litical and civil laws, nor their having rebelled 
againft the flate, as a ftate, but by their having 
rebelled againft the law of nature, and outraged 
man as man. In this lift, all the regicides in ge- 
neral, all thofe who laid facrilesdous hands on the 
king, who without any thing in their own rebel- 
ljous million to the convention to juftify them, 
brought him to his trial and unahimoufiy Voted 
him guilty ; all thofe who had a fliare in the cruel 
murder of the queen, and the deteftablc proceed- 
ings 
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3ngs with regard to the young king, and the un- 
happy princeffes; all thofe who committed cold- 
blooded murder any where, and particularly in 
their revolutionary tribunals, where every idea 
of natural juftice and of their own declared rights 
of man, have been trod under foot with the 
molt infolent mockery ; all men concerned in the 
burning and demolition of houfes or churches, 
with audacious and marked a6ts of facrilege and 
fcorn offered to religion; in general, all the 
leaders of jacobin clubs; — not one of thefefliould 
efcape a punillnnent fui table to the nature, qua- 
lity and degree of their offence, by a fteady but a 
meafured juftice. — - 

In the firft place, no man oughtto be fubjeft to 
any penalty, from the higheft to the low eft, but 
by a trial according to the courleof law, carried 
on with all that caution and deliberation which 
has been ufed in the heft times and precedents of 
the French jurifprudence, the criminal law of 
tfrhich country, faulty to be fure in fome particu- 
lars, was highly laudable and tender of the lives 
of men. In reftoring order and juftice, every 
thing like retaliation, ought to be religioufly 
avoided; and an example oughtto be fetof atotal 
alienatiou from the jacobin proceedings in their 
accurft'd revolutionary tribunals. Every thing 
like lumping men in maffes, and of forming tables 
of profeription, ought to be avoided. 

In all thefe punifhments, any thing which can 

be 
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be alleged in mitigation of the offence fhould he 
fully confidered. IMercy is not a thing oppofed 
to juftice. It is an effential part of it; as neccf- 
fary in criminal cafes, as in civil affairs equity is 
to law. It is only for the jacobins never to pardon. 
They have not done it in a {ingle inftance. A 
council of mercy ought therefore to be appointed, 
with powers to report on each cafe, to fotlen the 
penalty, or entirely to remit it, according to cir- 
cum flan ces. 

With thefe precautions, the very firft founda* 
tion of fettlement muft be to call to a ftriCl ac- 
counttholebloodyandmercilefs offenders. With- 
out it government cannot {land a year. People 
little confidcr the utter impofftbility of getting 
thofe who having emerged from very low, fonie 
from the lowed cl affes, of fociety, have exercifed 
a power fo high, and with fuch unrelenting and 
bloody a rage, quietly to fall back into their old 
tanks, and become humble, peaceable, laborious 
and ufeful members of fociety. It never can ber 
. On the other hand is it to be believed, that any 
Worthy and virtuous fubject, reftored to the 
ruins of his houfe, will with patience fee the cold- 
blooded murderer of his father, mother, wife, or 
children, or perhaps all of thefe relations, (fuch 
things have been) nofe him in his own village, 
and infulthim with the riches acquired from the 
■plunder of his goods, ready again to head a ja- 

Vol. VII. O - cobin 



Digitized by Google 




ip4 hemarks on the 

cobin fa&ion to attack bis life ? He is unworthy 
of the name of man who would fuller it. It 
is unworthy of the name of a government, 
which, taking juftice out of the private hand, 
will notexercife it for the injured by the public!* 
arm. 

I know it founds plaufible, and is really adopt- 
ed by thofe who have little fympathy with the 
fuffcrings of others, to wilh to jumble the inno- 
cent and guilty into one mafs, by a general in- 
demnity. This cruel indifference dignifies itfelf 
with the name of humanity. 

It is extraordinary that as the wicked arts of 
this regicide and tyrannous faction increafe in 
number, variety, and atrocity, the defire of pu- 
nifhingthem becomes more and more faint, and 
the talk of an indemnity towards them, every 
day ftronger and flrongcr. Our ideas of juftice 
Appear to be fairly conquered and overpowered 
by guilt when it is grown gigantick. It is not 
the point of view in which we are in the habit of 
viewing guilt. The crimes we every day punifh 
are really below the penalties we inflift. The 
criminals are obfeure and feeble. This is the view 
in which we fee ordinary crimes and criminals. 
But when guilt is feen, though but for a time, ta 
be furnifhed with the arms and to be inverted 
with the robes of power, it feems to affume an- 
other nature, and to get, as it were, out of our 

juril'di&ion. 
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jurifdiftion. This I fear is the cafe with many. 
But there is another caufe full as powerful to- 
wards this fecurity to enormous guilt, the defire 
which polfefles people who have once obtained 
power, to enjoy it at their eafe. It is not huma- 
nity, but lazinefs and inertnefs of mind which 
produces the defire of this kind of indemnities. 
This defcription of men love general and fhort 
methods. If they punifli, they make a promifcu- 
ous maflacre; if they fpare, they make a general 
aft of oblivion. This is a want of difpofition to 
proceed laborioufly according to the cafes, and 
according to the rules and principles of jultiee on 
each cafe; a want of difpofition to affort crimi- 
nals, to difcriminate the degrees and modes of 
guilt, to feparate accomplices from principals, 
leaders from followers, feducers from the feduced, 
and then, by following the fame principles in 
the fame detail, to clafs punifhments, and to fit 
them to the nature and kind of the delinquency. 
If that were once attempted, we fliould foon fee 
that the talk was neither infinite, nor the execu- 
tion cruel. There would be deaths, but, for the 
number of criminals, and the extent of France, 
not many. There would be cafes of tranfporta- 
tion; cafes of labour to reftore what has been 
wickedly deftroyed ; cafes of imprifonment, and 
cafes of mere exile. But be this as it may, I am 
fure that if juftice is not done there, there can be 

O 2 neither 
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neither peace nor juftice there, nor in any part of 
Europe. 

Hiftory is refortcd to for other acts of indem- 
nity in other times. The princes are defired to 
look back to Henry the Fourth. We are defired 
to look to the reftoration of king Charles. Thefe 
things, in my opinion, have no refemblance what- 
foever. They were cafes of a civil war ; in 
France more ferocious, in England more mo- 
derate than common. In neither country were 
the orders of fociety fubverted ; religion and mo- 
rality deftroyed on principle, or property totally 
annihilated. In England, the government of 
Cromwell was to be fure fomewhat rigid, but 
for a new power, no favage tyranny. The coun- 
try was nearly as well in his hands as in thofe 
of Charles the Second, and in feme points much 
better. The laws in general had their courle, and 
were admirably adminiftered. The king did not 
in reality grant an act of indemnity; the prevail- 
ing power, then in a manner the nation, in ef- 
_ fe£t granted an indemnity to him. The idea of a 
preceding rebellion was not at all admitted iu 
that convention and that parliament. The regi- 
cides were a common enemy, and as fuch given 
up. 

Among the ornaments of their place which 
eminently diftinguiih them, few people are better 
acquainted with the hiitory of their own country 

than 
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than the illuftrious princes riow in exile ; but l 
caution them not to he led into errour by that 
which has been fuppofed to be the guide of life. I 
would give the fame caution to all princes. N ot 
that I derogate from the life of hiftorv. It is a 
great improver of the underftanding. by (hewing 
both men and affairs in a great variety of views. 
From this l’ource much political wifdom may be 
learned; that is, may he learned as habit, not as 
precept; and as an excrcife to firengthen the 
mind, as furniihing materials to enlarge and en- 
rich it, not as a repertory of cafes and precedents 
for a lawyer: if it were, a thoufund times better 
would it be that aftateftnan had never learned to 
read — -veil cm nefeirent lit eras. This method turns 
their underftanding from the object before them, 
and from the prefen t exigencies of the world, to 
comparifons with former times, of which, after 
all, we can know very little and very imperfect- 
ly; and our guides, the liiftorians, who are to 
give us their true interpretation, are often pre- 
judiced, often ignorant, often fonder of fyftem 
than of truth. Whereas if a man with reafon- 
able good parts and natural fagacity, and notin 
the leading-til ings of any matter, will look ftea- 
dily on the bufinefs before him, without, being di- 
verted by retrofpect and companion, he may be 
capable of forming a reafonable good judgment 
of what is to be done. There are feme funda- 

O 3 mental 
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mental points in which nature never changes-— 
but they are few and obvious, and belong rather 
to morals than to politicks. But fo far as regards 
political matter, the human mind and human 
affairs are fufctptible of infinite modifications, 
and of combinations wholly new and uulooked 
for. Very few, for ini'tance, could have imagined 
that property, which has been taken for natural 
dominion, fhould, through the whole of a vaft 
kingdom, lofe all its importance and even its in- 
fluence. Thi'i is what hi (lory or hooks of fpecu- 
lation could hardly have taught us. Ilow many 
could have thought, that the moft complete and 
formidable revolution in a great empire fhould 
be made by men of letters, not as fubordinate in- 
ftruments and trumpeters of fedition, but as the 
chief contrivers and managers, and in a fhort 
time as the open adminiftrators and fovereigu 
rulers ? — Who could have imagined that atheifm 
could produce one of the moft violently operative 
principles of fapaticifm? Who could have ima-t 
gined that, in a commonwealth in a manner 
cradled in war, and in an extenfive and dreadful 
war, military commanders fhould be of little or 
no account? That the convention fhould not 
contain one military man of name? That admi- 
niftrative bodies in a flat? of the utmoft confu- 
fiop, and of but a momentary duration, and com-! 
pofed of men with not one impofing part of 

charter, 
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chara6ter, fhould be able to govern the country 
and its armies, with an authority which the molt 
fettled fenates, and the molt refpe&ed monarch* 
fcarcely ever had in the fame degree? This, for 
one, I confefs I did not forefee, though all the 
reft was prefent to me very early, and not out of 
my apprehenfion even for feveral years. 

I believe very few were able to enter into the 
effe&s of mere terrour , as a principle not only for 
the fupport of power in given bands or forms, 
but in thofe things in which the founded poli- 
tical fpeculators were of opinion, that the leaft 
appearance of force would be totally deftructive, 
■— fuch is the market, whether of money, provi- 
fion, or commodities of auy kind. Yet for four 
years we have feen loans made, treafuries fup- 
plied, and armies levied and maintained, more 
numerous than France ever lhewed in the field* 
by the effects of fear alone. 

Here is a ftate of things of which, in its tota- 
lity, if hiftory furnifhes any examples at all, they 
are very remote and feeble. I therefore am not 
fo ready as fome are, to tax with folly or cowar- 
dice, thole who were not prepared to meet an 
evil of this nature. Even now, after the events, 
all the caufesmay befomewhat difficult to afeer- 
tain. Very many are however traceable. But 
thefe things hiftory and books of fpeculation (as 
I have already faid) did not teach men to forefee, 

O 4 and 
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and of courfe to refill. Now that they are no 
longer a nutter of fagacity, but of experience, of 
recent experience, of our own experience, it 
would be unjufiifiable to go back to the records 
of other times, to inltrucl us to manage what 
they never enabled us to forefee. 
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EXTRACTS FROM 
VATTELL’S LAW OF NATIONS 

[The Titles, margins! Ah (Irakis and Notes, are bv Mr. Burke, eicepting 
iuch of the Notes as are here diftinguiftied.] 

•k. 

CASES OF INTERFERENCE WITH INDEPENDENT 
POWERS. 



BOOK II. CHAP. IV. § 53. 

T F then tliere is any where a nation of a rejllefa 
and mifehievous difpofition, always ready to in- 
jure others, to traver/e their dejigns, and to raife 
domejiick troubles,* it is not to be doubted, thatall 
have aright to join in order toreprefs, chaftifc,and 
put it ever after out of its power to injure them. 
Such Ihould be the juft fruits of the policy which 
Machiavel praifes in Crefar Borgia. The conduct 
followed by Philip II. king of Spain, was adapted 
to unite all Europe againft him ; and it was from 
juft reafons that Henry the Great formed the de- 

* This is the cafe of France — Semonville atTurin — Jacobin 
clubs — Liegois meeting — Flemifli meeting — La Fayette’s 
fUil'wer — Cloot’s embody — Avignon. , 
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fign of humbling a power, by its forces, 
and pernicious by its maxims. 

§ 70. Let us apply to the unjuft, what we have 
faid above (§ 53), of a mifehievous, or maleiicent 
nation. If there be any that makes an open pro- 
feffion of trampling jujliceundcr foot, of defpifing 
andviolat ingt heright of others * whenever it finds 
an opportunity, the inter ef of human fqciety will 
authorize allot hers to unite , in order to humble and 
chafife it. We do not here forget the maxim efta- 
bliihed in our preliminaries, that itdoes not belong 
to nations to ufurp the power of being judges of 
each other. In particular cafes, liable to the lead 
doubt, it ought to be fuppofed, that each of the 
parties may have fome right: and the injultice of 
that which has committed the injury, may proceed 
from errour, and not from a general contempt of 
juftice. But if by confant maxims, and by a con- 
tinued conduft, one nation thews, that it has evi- 
dently this pernicious difpofition, and that it con- 
fiders no right as l'acred, the fafety of the human 
race requires that it tliould be fupprefied. Toform 
and fupportan unjuft pretenfion, is to do an injury 
not only to him who is inter efied in this pretenfion, 
but to mock at jufiice in general, and to injure 
all nations. 

To fuccour § 56 . If the prince, attacking the fundamental 
Tyranny l aws > g‘ ves his fubje6b a legal right to refift him; 

* The French acknowledge no power not direftlv emanating 

from the people, 

if 
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if tyranny, becoming infu-ppor table, obliges the na- 
tion to rife in their defence; every foreign power 
has a right to fuccouran opprefied people who im- 
ploretheiraffiftance. The Englilh juftly complain- 
ed of James the Second. The nobility, andthemojl 
(lijlinguijhed patriots, refolvedtoputacheckonhis 
enterprises, which manifeftly tended to overthrow 
the conftitution, and to detiroy the liberties and 
the religion of the people; and therefore applied 
for ajjijlance to the Uni ted Provinces. The autho- 
rity of the prince of Orange had, doubtlefs, an in- 
fluence on the deliberations of the ftates-general ; 
but it did not make them commit injuftice; for 
when a people, from good reafons, take up arms 
againft an oppreffar, juft ice and generojity require , 
that brave menjhould be a (fifed in the defence of 
their liberties. Whenever, therefore, a civil war is 
kindled in a ftate, foreign powers may alliftthat 
party which appears to them to have juftice on 
their fide. He who afifts an pdious tyrant ; he who 
declares for an unjust and rebeleious peo- 
ple, offends againft his duty. When the bands of 
the political fociety are broken, or atleaftfufpend- 
ed between the fovereign and his people, they may 
then be confidered as two diftinft powers; and 
fmee each is independent of all foreign authority, 
nobody has a right to judge them. Either may be 
in the right ; and each of thofe who grant their 
Affiftance may believe that he fupports a good 

cau% 
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caufe. It follows then, in virtue of the voluntary 
laws of nations, (fee Prelim. § 21) that the two 
parties may aft as having an equal right, and be- 
have accordingly, till the decifion of the affair. 

Put wc ought not to abuie this maxim for au- 
thorizing odious proceedings againft the tranquil- 
lity of ftates. If is n. violation of the law of na- 
tions to perfuade thofe fubjects to revolt who 
actually obey their fovereign, tJ/cugk they com- 
plain of his government. 

The practice of nations is conformable to our 
maxims. AVhen the German proteflants came to 
the afliftance of the reformed in France, the court 
never undertook to treat them otherwife than as 
common enemies, and according to the laws of 
war. France at the fame time affifted the Nether- 
lands, which took up arms againft Spain, and did 
not pretend that her troops fliould be confidered 
upon any other footing than as auxiliaries in a re- 
gular war. Put no power avoids complaining of 
an atrocious injury, if any one attempts by his 
emiffaries to excite his fubjects to revolt. 

As to thofe monfters who, under the title of fo- 
vercigns, render themfelvesthefcourgesandhor- 
rour of the human race; thefe are favage beafts, 
from which every brave man may juftly purge 
the earth. All antiquity has praifed Hercules for 
delivering the world from an Autasus, a Bufiris, 
and a Diomedes, 

Book 
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Book 4. Chap. 2. § 14. After Hating, that na- 
tions have no right to interfere in domeftick con- 
cerns, he proceeds — “ But this rule does not pre- 
“ elude them from efpoufing the quarrel of a de- 
“ throned king, and affifting him, if he appears 
“ to have juftice on his fide. They then de- 
r ‘ clare themfelves enemies to the nation who has 
“ acknowledged his rival, as when two different 
“ nations are at war they are at liberty to aflift 
“ that whole quarrel they think lias the faireft 
“ appearance.” 

CASE OF ALLIANCES. 

BOOK II. CIIAP. XII. § 196. 

It isafked if that alliancefubfifts with theking, 
and the royal family, when by fome revolution 
they are deprived of their crown? We have lately 
remarked, (§ 194) that a perfonal alliance expires 
with the reign of him who contradted it: but that 
is to be underdood of an alliance with the (late, 
limited as to its duration, to the reign of the con- 
tracting king. This of which we are here fp e ak- 
in g, is of another nature. For though it binds 
theftate, fince it is bound by all thepublick adts of 
its fovereign, it is made diredtly in favour of the 
kins: and his familv ; it would therefore be abfurd 
for it to terminate at the moment when they have 
Meed of it, and at an even t againjl wh ich.it zv as made. 

Belides, 
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Befkles, the king does not lofe his quality merely 
by the lofs of his kingdom. * If he is ft ripped of 
itunjujlly by an ufurper, or by rebels, he preferxes 
his rights, in the number pf which are his 
alliances. 

But who fhall judge, if the king be dethroned 
lawfully or by violence? An independent nation 



* Bv thefeventh Article of the Treaty of Triple Alliance, 
between France, England, and Holland, fignad at the Hague, 
in the year 1717, it is llipulated, “ that if the kingdoms, coun- 
“ tries, or provinces, of any of the allies, are did orbed by in-* 
“ teltinoquarrels, or by rebellions, on account of the faidfucccjjions, 
“ [the proteftantfucceflion to thethroneof Great Britain, and 
“the fucceflionto the throne of France, as fettled by the treaty 
“ of Utrecht] or under any other pretext whatever, the ally thus 
“ in trouble lhall have full right to demand of his allies the fuc-* 
41 cours abovementioned that is to fay, the fame fuccoursas 
in the cafe of an invafion from any foreign powe r; 8000 foot 
and 2000 liorfe to be fumifhed by France or England, and 4000 
foot and 1000 horfe by the Elates General. 

By the fourth Articleof the Treaty of Quadruple Alli- 
ance, between England, France, Holland, and the Emperour 
of Germany, figned in the year 1718, the contracting powers 
“ prornife and oblige themfelves that they will and ought to 
*• maintain, guarantee, and defend the right and fuccedion to 
“ the kingdom of France, according to the leaour of the treaties 
“ made at Utrecht the 11th day of April, 1713; and this they 
fhall perform againjl all perfuns wha'foevcr who may prefume 
** to difurb the order of the faid fucccffxm, in contradiftio u to 
“ the previous aCts and treaties fubiequent thereon.” 

The above treaties have been revived and conlirmed by 
every fubfcquent treaty of peace between Great Britain aud 
France. — Edit. 

ii acknowledge# 
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acknowledges no judge. If the body of the na- 
tion declares the king deprived of his rights by the 
abufehehas madeof them, anddepofeshim, itmay 
juftly doit when its grievances are well founded^ 
and no other power has a right to cenfure it. The 
perfonal ally of this king, ought not then to afiift 
him againft the nation that has made ufe of its 
right in depofing him! if he attempts it, he in- 
jures that nation. England declared war againft 
Louis the XIV. in the year 1688, for fupporting 
the intereft of James the Second, who was depofed 
in form by the nation. The fame country de- 
clared war againft him a fecond time, at the be- 
ginning of the prefent century, becaufethatprince 
acknowledged the fon of the depofed J ames, under 
the name of James the Third. In doubtful cafes, cafewher*. 
and when the body of the nation has not pronounced be given t« 

- a depofed 

Or HAS NOT PRONOUNCED FREELY, a lovereign King, 
tnay naturally fupport and defend an ally, and it 
is then that the voluntary law of nations fubfifts 
between different ftates. Theparty that has driven, 
out the king, pretends to have right on its fide : 
this unhappy king and his ally, flatter themfelves 
with having the fame advantage, and as they 
have no common judge upon earth, they have no 
other method to take but to apply to arms to ter- 
minate the difpute : they therefore engage in % 
formal war. 

In fhort, when the foreign prince has faithfully 

fulfilled 
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ffot obliged fu Hilled his engagements towards an unfortunate? 
his right i>e- monarch, when he has done in his defence, or to 

yonU a cer- , . . . ,, . . . 

um point, procure Ins reiteration, all he was obliged to per- 
form in virtue of the alliance; if his efforts are 



ineffectual, the dethroned prince can ilot require 
him to fupport ail endlefs war in his favour, or 
expect that he will eternally remain the enemy of 
the nation, or of the fovereign who has deprived 
him of the- throne. He muft think of peace, 
abandon the ally, and confider him as having 
himfelf abandoned his right, through neceffity* 
Thus Louis X1Y\ was obliged to abandon James 
the Second, and to acknowledge king William, 
though lie had at fnft treated him as a ufurper. 

The fame queftion prefents itfelf in real allian- 
ces, and in general, in all alliances made with the 
ftate, and not in particular with a king for the 

cafe of de- defence of his perfon. An ally ought, doubtlds, 

fence • _ 

againftfub- to be defended agaiuft everv invafion, again ft 

je3s. , J ~ 

every foreign violence, and even againjthis rebel - 
lions fubjccls; in thefame manner a repuhUckcught 
to be defended a gain ft th e enterprizes of one who at - 
tempts to deftroy the publick liberty. But it ought 
to be remembered, that an ally of the ftate, or 
the nation, is. not its- judge. If the nation has 
depofed its king in form; if the people of a re-> 
publick have driven out their magiftrates and 
let themfelves at liberty, or acknowledged the 
authority of an ufurper, either exprefsly *or 

tacitly; 
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tacitly; to oppofe thefe domeftick regulation. 1 }, 
by difputing their. juftice or validity, would be to 
interfere in the government of the nation and 
to do it an injury, (fee § 54, and following of 
this book). The ally remains the ally of the 
Hate, notwithftanding the change that has hap- 
pened in it. However, when this change renders cafe whet# 
the alliance ufclefs, dangerous or difagreeahle, ances may 
it may renounce it : for it may fay, upon a good ed. n 
foundation, that it would not have entered into 
an alliance with that nation, had it been under 
the prefent form of government. 

We may fay here, what we have laid on a per- 
fonal alliance: however juft the caufe of that 
king may be, who is driven from the throne, 
either by his fubje&s or by d foreign ufurper ; his 
allies are not obliged to fupport an eternal war in Notan 
his favour. After having made ineffectual efforts 
to reftore him, they muft at length give peace to 
their people, and come to an accommodation 
M'ith the ufurper, and for that purpofe treat with 
him as with a lawful fovereign. Louis XIV. ex- 
haufted by a bloody and unfucfcefsful war, offer- 
ed at Gcrtruydenburg to abandon his grand fon, 
whom he had placed on the throne of Spain : 
and when affairs had changed their appearance, 

Charles of Auftria, the rival of Philip, faw him* 
felf, in his turn, abandoned by his allies* They 
grew weary of exhaufting their ftates, in order 
to give him the pofleflion of a crown, which they - 
Vol. VII. P believed 
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believed to be his due, but which, to all appear- 
ance, they Ihould never be able to procure for 
hint. 



DANGEROUS POWER. 

BOOK III. CHAP. III. §45. 

Ml nations It is ftill eafier to prove, that fhould this for- 
*iay join. p 0wer betray any unjuft and ambitious 

difpofitions, by doing the leaft injuftice to an- 
other, every nation may avail themfelves of the 
occafion, and join their forces to thofe of the 
party injured, in order to reduce that ambitious 
power, and difable it from fo eafily opprefling its 
neighbours, or keeping them in continual awe and 
fear. For an injury gives a nation a right to 
provide for its future fafety, by taking away from 
the violator the means of oppreflion. It is law- 
ful, and even praife-worthy, to aflift thofe who 
are opprefled, or unjuftly attacked. 

SYSTEM OF EUROPE." 

§ 47. Europe forms a political fyftern, abody* r 
where the whole is connected by the relations and 
different interefts of nations inhabiting this partof 
the world. It is not, as antiently, a confufed heap 
of detached pieces, each of which thought itfelf 
very little concerned in the fate of others, and 
fcldom regarded things which did not immediately 

relate 
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relate to it. The continual attention of fove- 
reigns to what is on the carpet, the conftant refi- 
denceof minifters, andtlic perpetual negotiations, 
make Europe a kind of a republick, the members of 
which, though independent, unite, through the ties 
of common intereJ?,J'or the maintenance of order 
and liberty. Hence arofe that famoi s foheme of 
the political equilibrium, or balance of power; by 
which is underftood fuch a difpofition of things, 
as no power is able abfolutely to predominate, or 
to prefcribe laws to others. 

§49. Confederacies would be a fure way of 
preferving the equilibrium, and fupporting the li- 
berty of nations, d id all princes thoroughly under- 
ftand their true interefts, and regulate all their 
Heps for the good of the ftate. 

CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE ENEMY’S 
COUNTRY. 



BOOK III. CHAP. IX. ^ 165. 

Inflead of the pillage of the country, and de- 
fencelefs places, a cuftom has been fubftituted 
more humane and more advantageous to the So- 
vereign making war : I mean that of contribu- 
tions. Whoever carries on a juft tear * has a 

* Contributions railed by the Duke of Brunfwick iu France. 
Compare thefe with the contributions railed by the French in 
tfct Netherlands.— Edit. 

p 2 right 
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right of making the enemy's country contribute 
to thefupport of the army , and towards defraying 
all the charges of the war. Thus lie obtains a part 
of what is clue to him, and the fubje&s of the 
enemy, on fubmittiug to this impofition, are fe- 
eured from pillage, and the country is preferved : 
. hut a general who would not fully his reputation, 
is to moderate his contributions, and proportion 
them to thole on whom they are impofed. An 
excefs in this point, is not without the reproach 
of cruelty and inhumanity : if it fhews Id’s fero- 
city than ravage and deftruftion, it glares with 
avarice. 

/ ASYLUM. 

BOOK I. CHA?. XIX. § 232« 

If an exile or banifhed man is driven from his 
country for any crime, it does not belong to the 
nation in which he has taken refuge to punifii 
Jiim for a fault committed in a foreign country. 
For nature gives to mankind and to nations the 
right of punilhing only for their defence and fafe- 
ty ; whence it follows that he can only be puniihed 
by thofe whom he has offended. 

§ 233. But this reafon fliews, that if the juftice 
of each nation ought in general to be confined to 
the punilhment of crimes committed within its 
own territories, we ought to except from tiffs 

11 rule 
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rule the villains who, by the quality and habitual 
frequency of their crimes, violate all public fecu- 
rity, and declare theinfelves the enemies of the 
human race. Poifoners, affafiins, and incendiaries 
by profeffion, may be exterminated wherever 
they are feized; for they attack and injure all 
nations, by trampling under foot the founda- 
tions of the common fafety. Thus pirates are 
brought to the gibbet, by the firft into whole 
hands they fall. If the fovereign of the country 
wherethofe crimes have been committed re-claims 
the authors of them, in order to bring them to 
punilhment, they ought to be reftored to him, as 
one who is principally interefted in punilhingthenj 
in an exemplary manner: and it being proper to 
convibt the guilty, and to try them according to 
fomeform of law; this is a fccornl [not foie] rea- 
fon, why malefactors are ul'ually delivered up at 
the deli re of the ftate where their crimes have 
been committed. 

Ibid. § 230. Every nation has a right of refuf- 
ing to admit a ftranger into the country, when 
he cannot enter into it without putting it into 
evident danger, or without doing it a remarkable 
prejudice.* 

* The third article of the treaty of triple alliance, and the 
latter part of the fourth article of the treaty of quadruple 
alliance ftipulate, that no kind of refuge or protection (ball 
he given to rebellions fubjefts of the cent rafting powers. 
— 
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FOREIGN MINISTERS. 

BOOK IV. CHAT. 5. § 66. 

The obligation does not go fo far as to fuffer 
at all times, perpetual minifters, who aredefirous 
of refiding with a fovereign, though they have 
nothing to negociate. It is natural, indeed, and 
very agreeable to the fcntiments which nations 
owe to each other, that thefe refident minifters, 
when there is nothing to be feared Jrom their Jlay, 
ihould be friendly received; but if there be any 
folid reafon againft this, what is for the good of 
the ftate ought unqueftionably to be preferred . 
and the foreign fovereign cannot take itamifs if 
his minifter, who has concluded the affairs of his 
CommilTion. and has no other affairs to negotiate, 
be dr ft red to depart.* The cuftom of keeping 
every where minifters continually refident, is noxv 
fo ftrongly eftablifhed, that the refufal of a con* 
forruity to it would, without very good reafons > 
give offence. Thefe reafons may arife from par- 
ticular conjunctures; but there arealfo common 
reafons always fubfifting, and fuch as relate to the 
conftit ution of a government, and the Jiate of a 
Xiation. The republicks have often very good rea* 
fons of the latter kind, to excufe tbemfelves 
from continually fuffering foreign minifters, who 

* Pifmiffion of M. Chauvelin. — Edit. 
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corrupt the citizens, in order to gain them over to 
their majlers , to the great prejudice of the repub - 
lick, and fomenting of the parties, ipc. And fhould 
they only diffufe among a nation, formerly plaiD, 
frugal, and virtuous, a tafte for luxury, avidity 
for money, and the manners of courts, thefe would 
be more than fufficient for wife and provident 
rulers to difmifs them. 
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LETTER 

TO HIS GRACE 

THE DUKE OF PORTLAND. 

MY DEAR LOltD, 

nr'IIE paper which I take the liberty of fend. 

irtg to your G race, was, for the greater part, 
written during the laft feilion. A few days after 
the prorogation foine fiewobi'ervations were added. 
I was however refolvcd to let it lie by me for a 
confiderable time ; that in viewing the matter at 
a proper diftance, and when the Jliarpncfs of re- 
cent imprefiious had been worn off, I might be 
better able to form a jufteftimate of the value of 
my firft opinions. 

I have juft now read it over very coolly and 
deliberately. My lateft judgment owns my firft 
fentiments and reafonings, in their full force, 
with regard both to perfons and things. 

During a period of four years, the ftale of the 
world, except for fome few and lhort intervals, 
lias filled me with a good deal of lcrious in- 
quietude. I confidered a general war againft ja- 
cobins and jacobinifm, as the only poffible chance 
of faving Europe (and England as included in 
Europe) from a truly frightful revolution, For 

this 
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this I have been cenfured, as receiving, throngh 
weaknefs, or fpreading, through fraud and art i- 
fice, a falfe alarm. Whatever others may think 
of the matter, that alarm, in my mind, is by no 
means quieted. The ftate of affairs abroad is not 
fo much mended, as to make me, for one, full of 
confidence. At home, I fee no abatement whatfo- 
ever in the zeal of the partifans of jacobinifm to- 
wards their caufe, nor any reflation in their efforts 
to do mifehief. What is doing by Lord Lauder- 
dale on the firft feene of Lord George Gordon's 
aftions, and in his fpirit, is not calculated to re- 
move my apprehenfions. They purfue their firft 
obje6t with as much eagernefs as ever, but with 
more dexterity. Under the plaufible name of 
peace, by which they delude or are deluded, they 
would deliver us unarmed, and defencelefs, to the 
confederation of jacobins, whofe center is indeed 
in France, but whofe rays proceed in every direc- 
tion throughout the world. I underhand that 
Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, has been lately very bufy 
in fpreading a difaffefilion to this war (which we 
carry on for our being) in the county in which 
his property gives him fo great, an influence. It is 
truly alarming to fee fo large a part of thearifto- 
cratick intereft engaged in the caufe of the new 
fpecies of democracy, which is openly attacking, 
or fecretly undermining, the fvftem of property 
by which mankind has hitherto been governed. 

But 
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But we are not to delude ourfelves. No' man 
can be conne&ed with a party, which profefle* 
publickly to admire, or may be juftly fufpe&ed of 
fecretly abetting, this French revolution, who 
muft not be drawn into its vortex, and become 
the inftrument of its defigns. 

What I have written is in the manner of apo- 
logy. I have given it that form, as being the 
mod refpectful ; but I do not (land in need of any 
apology for my principles, my fentiments, or my 
conduct. I willi the paper I lay before your 
Grace, to be confidered as my mod deliberate, fo- 
lenin, and even teftamentary proteft, againft the 
proceedings and doctrines which have hitherto 
produced fo much milchief in the world, and which 
will infallibly produce more, and poffibly greater. 
It is my proteft againft the delufion, by which 
fome have been taught to look upon this jacobin 
conteft at home, as an ordinary party fquabble 
about place or patronage; and to regard this ja- 
cobin war abroad as a common war about trade 
or territorial boundaries, or about a political ba- 
lance of power among rival or jealous ftates: 
above all, it is my proteft againft that miftake or 
perverfion of fcntiment, by which they who agree 
with us in our principles, may on collateral con- 
ftderations be regarded as enemies; and thofe 
who, in this perilous crifts of all human affairs, 
differ from us fundamentally and pra£tically, as 

our 
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our belt friends. Thus perfons of great import- 
ance may be made to turn the whole of their in- 
fluence to the deftruCtion of their principles. 

I now make it my humble requeft to your 
Grace, that you will not give any fort of anfwer to 
the paper I fend, or to this letter, except barely to 
let me know that you have received them. I even 
with that at prefent you may mot read the paper 
which I tranfmit ; lock it up in the drawer of your 
library table; and when a day of compulfory re- 
flection comes, then be pleafed to turn it. Then 
remember that your G race had a true friend, who 
had, comparatively with men of your defcription, 
a very fniall intcreft in opposing the modern fyf- 
tem of morality and policy ; but who under every 
difeouragement, was faithful to publick duty and 
to private friendlliip. 1 fhall then probably be 
dead. I am lure I do not with to live to fee l’uch 
things. But whilft I do live, I flia.ll purfue the 
fame courfe; although my merits fbould he taken 
for unpardonable faults, and as fuch avenged, 
not only on myfelf, but on my poflerity. 

Adieu, my dear Lord; and do me the juftice 
to believe me ever, with moft fincere refpeCt, 
veneration, and affectionate attachment, 

Your Grace’s moft faithful friend, 
ahd moft obedient humble fervant, 

EDMUND BURKE. 

Beaconsjield, Sept. 8.9, 1793. 
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A PPROACHING towardstheclofeofalong 
period of publick fervice, it is natural I 
flioukl be defirous to hand well (I hope I do (land 
tolerably well) with that publick, which, with 
whatever fortune, I have endeavoured faithfully 
and zealoufly to ferve. 

1 am alfo not a little anxious for fome place in 
the eftimation of the two perfons to whom I addrefs 
this paper. I have always afted with them, and 
with thofe whom they reprefent. To my know- 
ledge I have not deviated, no not in the minuteft 
point, from their opinions and principles. Of late* 
without any alteration in their fentiments, or in 
mine, a difference of a very unufual nature, and 
w ? hich, under the circumftances, it is not eafy to 
defcribe, has arifen between us. 

In my journey with them through life, I met 
Mr. Fox in my road; and I travelled with him 
very cheerfully as long as he appeared to me to 
purfue the fame di reft ion with thofe in whofe 
company I fet out. In the latter ftage of our pro- 
grefs, a new fcheme of liberty and equality was 
produced in the world, which either dazzled his 

imagination* 
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imagination, or was fuited to fome new walks of 
ambition, which were then opened to his view. 
The whole frame and fafhion of his politicks ap- 
pear to have fuffered about that time a very ma- 
terial alteration. It is about three years fince, in 
confequenee of that extraordinary change, that, 
after a pretty long preceding period of diftance, 
coolnefs, and want of confidence, if not total 
alienation on his part, acompleat publick fepara- 
tion has been made between that gentleman and 
me. Until lately the breach between us appeared 
reparable. I trufted that time and reflexion, and 
a decifive experience of the mifehiefs which have 
flowed from the proceedings and the fyftem of 
France, on which our difference had arifen, as well 
as the known. fentiments of the beft and wifeft of 
our common friends upon that fubjett, would 
have brought him to a fafer way of thinking. 
Several of his friends faw no fecurity for keeping 
things in a proper train after this excurfion of his, 
but in the re-union of the party on its old grounds, 
under the Duke of Portland, Mr. Fox, if he 
pleafed, might have been comprehended in that 
fyftem, with the rank and confideration to which 
his great talents entitle him, and indeed muft fe- 
cureto him in any party arrangement that could 
be made. The Duke of Portland knows how 
much I wifiied for, and how earncftly I laboured 
that re- union, and upon terms that might every 

way 
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'ray be honourable and advantageous to Mr. Fox. • 
His conduCl in the laft feflion has extinguiihed 
thefe hopes for ever. 

Mr. Fox has lately publ ilhed in print, a defence 
of his conduft. On taking into confideration 
that defence, a fociety of gentlemen, called the 
"Whig Club, thought proper to come to the fol- 
lowing refolution — “That their confidence in Mr. 
Pox is confirmed, ftrengthened, and encreafed, by- 
the calumnies againft him.” 

To that refolution my two noble friends, the 
Duke of Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam, have 
given their concurrence. 

The calumnies fuppofed in that refolution, can 
be nothing elfe than the objections taken to Mr. 
Fox’s conduCt in this feflion of Parliament; for to 
them, and to them alone, the refolution refers. 

I am one of thofe who have publickly and ftrongly 
urged thofe objections. I hope I Jfhall be thought 
only to do what is neceflary to my juftificatiofi, 
thus publickly, folemnly, and heavily cenfured by 
thofe whom I molt value and efteem, when I firmly 
contend, that the objections which I with many 
others of the friends to the Duke of Portland, 
have made to Mr. Fox’s conduCt, are not calum- 
nies, but founded on truth ; that they are not few, 
but many ; and that they are not light and trivial , 
but in a very high degree, ferious and important. 

That I may avoid the imputation of throwing 
Vol. VII. Q out, 
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out, even privately, any loofe random Imputations 
againft the publick conduft of a gentleman, for 
whom I once entertained a very warm aflfe&ion, 
and whole abilities I regard with the greateft ad- 
miration, I will put down diftinftly and articu- 
lately, fome of the matters of objeftion which I 
feel to his late do&rines and proceedings, trufting 
that 1 fliall be able to demonftrate to the friends, 
whofe good opinion I would dill cultivate, that 
not levity, nor caprice, not lefs defenfible motives, 
but that very grave reafons influenced my judg- 
ment. I think that the fpirit of his late proceed- 
ings is wholly alien to our national policy, and to 
the peace, to the profperity, and to the legal liber- 
ties of this nation, according to our ancient Aomef- 
tick and appropriated mode of holding them. 

Viewing things in that light, my confidence in 
himisnotencreafed, buttotallydeftroyedby thofe 
proceedings. I cannot conceive it a matter of 
honour or duty (but the dire£t contrary) in any 
member of parliament to continue fyftematick 
oppofition for the purpofe of putting government 
under difficulties, until Mr. Fox (with all his pre- 
fent ideas) ffiall have the principal direftion of 
affairs placed in his hands; and until the prefent 
body of adminiftration (with their ideas and mea- 
fures) is of courfe overturned and diffolved. 

To come to particulars: 

i. The laws and conftitution of the kingdom, 

entruft 

■ 
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fcntruft the foie and exclufive fight of treating 
With foreign potentates, to the king. This is art 
hndifputed part of the legal prerogative of the 
crown. However, notwithftanding this, Mr. FoXj 
Without the knowledge or participation of any 
one perfon in the houfe of commons, with whom 
he was bound by every patty principle, in matters 
of delicacy and importance, confidentially to com- 
municate, thought proper to fend Mr. Adair, as 
his reprefen tative, and with his cypher, to St. 
Peterfbu rgh, there to fruftrate the objefts for 
which the minifler from the crown was authorized 
to treat. Hefucceeded in this his defign, and did 
actually. fruftrate the king’s minifter in fome of 
the objects of his negotiation. 

This proceeding of Mr. Fox does not (as 1 con-* 
ceive) amount to abfolute high treafon ; Ruffin, 
though on bad terms, not having been then de- 
claredly at war with this kingdom. But fuch a 
proceeding is, in law, not very remote from that 
offence, and is undoubtedly a moft unconftitu- 
tional adt, and an high treafonable mifdemeanor. 

The legitimate and fure mode of communica- 
tion between this nation and foreign powers, is 
rendered uncertain, precarious* and treacherous, 
by being divided into two channels, one with the 
government, one with the head of a party in op- 
pofition to that government; by which means the 
foreign powers can never be affured of the real 

q 2 authority 
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authority or validity of any publick tranfadlioa 
frhatfoever. 

On the other hand, the advantage taken of the 
difcontent which at that time prevailed in parlia- 
ment and in the nation, to give to an individual 
an influence diredtly againfl the governmentof his 
country, in a foreign court, has made a highway 
into England for the intrigues of foreign courts 
in our affairs. This is a fore evil; an evil from 
which, before this time, England was more free 
than any other nation. Nothing can preferve us 
from that evil — which connedts cabinet fadtions 
abroad with popular factions here, — but the keep- 
ing facred the crown, as the only channel of com- 
munication with every other nation. 

This proceeding of Mr. Fox has given a {Irons* 
countenance and an encouraging example to the 
dodtrines and pradtices of the Revolution and Con- 
fritutional Societies, and of other mifchievous fo- 
cieties of that defcription, who, without any legal 
authority, and even without any corporate capa- 
city, are in the habit of propofing, and to the heft 
of their power, of forming leagues and alliances 
with France. 

This proceeding, which ought to be reprobated 
on all the general principles of government, is, in 
a more narrow view of things, not lefs reprehen- 
fible. It tends to the prejudice of the whole of 
the Duke of Portland’s late party, by difcrediting 

the 






Digitized by Google 




CONDUCT OF THE MINORITY. 22Q 
•Che principles upon which they fupported Mr. 
Fox in the Ruffian bufmefs, as if they, of that 
party alfo, had proceeded in their parliamentary 
oppofition, on the fame mifchievous principles 
which aftuated Mr. Fox in fending Mr. Adair on 
liis embaffy. 

2. Very foon after his fending this embalfy to 
Ruffia, that is, in the fpring of 1792, a covenant- 
ing club or alfociation was formed in London, 
calling itfelf by the ambitious and invidious title 
of “ The Frieiids of the People.” It wascompofed 
of many of Mr. Fox’s own moft intimate, perfo- 
nal, and party friends, joined to a very conlider- 
able part of the members of thofe mifchievous 
alfociations called the Revolution Society, and the 
Conftitutional Society. Mr. Fox muft have been 
Well apprized of the progrefs of that fociety, in 
every one of its fteps; if not of the very origin 
of it. I certainly was informed of both, who 
had no connection with the defign, directly or 
indirectly. His influence over the perfons who 
cofnpofedthe leading part in that alfociation, was, 
and is unbounded. I hear, that he exprelfed fome 
difapprobation of this club in one cafe, (that of 
Mr. St. John) where his confent was formally 
afked ; yet he never attempted ferioully to put a 
flop to the alfociation, or to difavow it, or to con- 
troul, check, or modify it in any way whatfoever. 
If he had pleafed, without difficulty, lie might 

ft 3 have 
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have fupprefled it in it’s beginning. However, ho 
did not only not fupprefs it in its beginning, but 
encouraged it in every part of its progrefs, at that 
particular time, when jacobin clubs (under the 
very fame, or fimilar titles) were making fuch 
dreadful havock in a country not thirty mile? 
from the coaft of England, and when every 
motive of moral prudence called for the dif- 
couragement of focieties formed for the encreafe 
of popular pretentions to power and direction. 

3. When the proceedings of this fociety of the 
friends of the people, as well as others a&ing irt 
the fame fpirit, had caufed a very ferious alarm in 
the mind of the Duke of Portland, and of many 
good patriots, he publiekly, in the houfe of com-? 
1110ns, treated their apprehenfions and condudfc 
with the greateft afperity and ridicule. He con^ 
demned and vilified, in thenioft infidting and outr 
rageous terms, the proclamation ilfued by govern-r 
mentonthat occafion — though he well knew, that 
it had pafled through the Duke of Portland’s 
hands, that it had received his fulleft approbation, 
and that it was the refult of an aftual interview 
between that noble Duke and JVJr. Pitt. During 
the difcuflion of its merits in the houfe of com- 
mons, Mr.Fox countenanced and justified the chief 
promoters of that affociatiou ; and he received in 
return, a publick aflurance from them of an in? 
violable adherence to him, fingly am] perfonally. 

Ofl 
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On account of this proceeding, a very great num- 
ber (I prefume to fay not the leaft grave and wife 
part) of the Duke of Portland’s friends in parlia- 
ment, and many out of parliament, who are of 
the fame defcription, have become feparated from 
that time to this from Mr. Fox’s particular cabal ; 
very few of which cabal are, or ever have, fo much 
as pretended to be attached to the Duke of Port- 
land, or to pay any refpedt to him or his opinions. 

4. At the beginning of this feflion, when the 
fober part of the nation was a fecond time gene- 
rally and juftly alarmed at the progrefs of the 
French arms 011 the continent, and at the fpread- 
ing of their horrid principles and cabals in Eng^- 
land, Mr. Fox did not (as had been ufual in 
cafes of far lefs moment) call together any meet- 
ing of the Duke of Portland's friends in the 
houfe of commons, for the purpofe of taking 
their opinion on the conduct to be purfued in 
parliament at that critical juncture. Heconcerted 
his meafures (if with any perfons at all) with 
the friends of Lord Lanfdowne, and thole calling 
themfelves Friends of the People, and others not 
in the fmalleft degree attached to the Duke of 
Portland ; by which conduct he wilfully gave up 
(in my opinion) all pretenfions to be confidered 
as of that party, and much more to be conlider- 
ed as the leader and mouth of it in the houfe of 
commons. This could notgive much encourage- 

q 4 ment 
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ment to thofe who had been feparated from Mr. 
Fox, on account of his conduCfc on the fil'd pro- 
clamation, to rejoin that party. 

5. Not having confulted any of the Duke of 
Portland’s party in the houfe of commons ; and 
not having confulted them, becaufe he had reafon 
to know, that the courfe he had refolved to 
purfue would be highly difagreeable to them, he 
reprefented the alarm, which was a fecond time 
given and taken, in dill more invidious colours 
than thofe in which he painted the alarms of the 
former year. He deferibed thofe alarms in this 
manner, although the caufe of them was then 
grown far lefs equivocal, and far more urgent. 
He even went fo far as to treat the fuppofition of 
the growth of a jacobin fpirit in England as a 
libel on the nation. As to the danger from 
abroad, on the fird day of the feffion, he faid 
little or nothing upon the fubjefh He contented 
himfelf with defending the ruling factions in : 
France, and with accufing the publick councils 
of this kingdom of every fort of evil defign on 
the liberties of the people ; declaring diftin&ly, 
drongly, anil precifely, that the whole danger of 
the nation was from the growth of the power of 
the crown. The policy of this declaration was 
obvious. It was in fubfervience to the general 
plan of difabling us from taking any deps againft 
prance. To counteract the alarm given by the 

• progrefs 
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progrefs of jacobin arms and principles, he endea- 
voured to excite an oppofite alarm concerning 
the growth of the power of the crown. If that 
alarm fliould prevail, he knew that the nation 
never would be brought by arms to oppofe the 
growth of the jacobin empire; becaufe it is ob- 
vious that war does, in its very nature, neceffi- 
tate the commons confiderably to ftrengthen the 
hands of government; and if that ftrength fliould 
itfelf be the objeft of terrour, we could have no 
war. 

6. In the extraordinary and violent fpeeches of 
that day, he attributed all the evils which the 
publick had fuffered, to the proclamation of the 
preceding fummer ; though he fpoke in prefence 
of the Duke of Portland’s own fon, the marquis 
of Titchfield, who had feconded the addrefs on 
that proclamation ; and in the prefence of the 
Duke of Portland’s brother, Lord Edward Ben- 
tinck, and feveral others of his belt friends and 
neareft relations. 

7. On that day, that is, on the 13th of De- 
cember, 1792, he propofed an amendment to 
the addrefs, which ftands on the journals of the 
houfe, and which is, perhaps, the mod extraor- 
dinary record which ever did ftand upon them. 
To introduce this amendment, he not only ftruek. 
out the part of the propofed addrefs which allud- 
ed to infur regions, upon the ground of the ob- 
jections 
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jeftions which he took to the legality of calling 
together parliament, (objections which I mail 
ever think litigious and fophiftical) but he like- 
wife {truck out that part which related to the cabals 
and canfpiraciesof the French faction in England, 
although their practices and correfpondences were 
of publick notoriety. Mr. Cooperand Mr. Watt 
had been deputed from Manchefterto the jaco- 
bins. Thefe ambafladors were received by them 
as Britifli reprefentatives. Other deputations of 
Englilh had been received at the bar of the na- 
tional aflembly. They had gone the length of 
giving fupplies to the jacobin armies ; and they 
in return had received promifes of military afiift- 
ance to forward their defigns in England. A re- 
gular correfpondence for fraternizing th’e two na- 
tions had alfo been carried on by focieties in 
London with a great number of the jacobin fo- 
cieties in France. This correfpondence had alfo 
for its objeCt the pretended improvement of the 
Britiih confiitution. — What is the moft remark- 
able, and by much the more mifehievous part of 
his proceedings that day, Mr. Fox like-wife ftruck 
out every thing in the addrefs which related to the 
tokens of ambition given bp France, heraggreffiens 
upon our allies, and the fudden and dangerous 
growth of her power upon every Jide ; and in head 
of all thofe weighty, and at that time, necelfary 
matters, by which the houfe of commous was (in a 

criiis, 
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Crifis, fucli as perhapsEurope never flood) to give 
affurances to our allies, flrength to our govern- 
ment, and a check to the common enemy of 
Europe, he fubftituted nothing but a criminal 
charge on the conduCt of the Britilh government 
for calling parliament together, and an engage- 
ment to enquire into that conduCt. 

8. If it had pleafed God to fuffer him to fuc- 
ceed in this his projeCt, for the amendment to 
the addreis, he would for ever have ruined this 
nation, along with the reft of Europe. At home 
all the jacobin focieties, formed for the utter 
deftruction.of our conftitution, would have lift- 
ed up their heads, which had been beaten down 
by the two proclamations. Thofe focieties would 
have been infinitely ftrengthened and multiplied 
in every quarter;' their dangerous foreign com- 
munications would have been left broad and 
ope n ; the crown would not have been authorized 
to take any meafure whatever for our immediate 
defence by fea or land. The cloleft, the mod 
natural, the neareft, and, at the fame time, from 
many internal as well as external circumftances, 
the weakeft of our allies, Holland, would have 
been given up, bound hand and foot, to France, 
juft on the point of invading that republick. A 
general confternation would have feized upon all 
Europe; and all alliance with every other power, 
gxcept France, would have been forever rendered 

impracticable 
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rmpra&icable to us. I think it impoflible for any 
man, who regards the dignity and fafety of his 
country, or indeed the common fafety of man- 
Icintf, ever to forget Mr. Fox’s proceeding-sin 
that tremendous crifis of all human affairs. 

9. Mr. Fox very foon had reafon to be ap- 
prifed of the general diflike of the Duke of Port- 
land's friends to this condu6h Some of thofe 
who had even voted with him, the day after 
their vote exprelfed their abhorrence of his 
amendment, their fenfe of its inevitable tenden- 
cy, and their total alienation from the principles 
and maxims upon which it was made; yet, the 
very next day, that is, on Friday the 14th of 
December, be brought on what in effect was the 
very fame bufinefs, and on the fame principles^ 
a fecond time. 

10. Although the Houfe does not ufually fit 
on Saturday, he a third time brought on another 
propofition, in the fame fpirit, and purfued it 
with fo much heat and perfeverance as to fit into 
Sunday; a thing not known in parliament for 
many years. 

11. Inallthefe motions and debates he wholly 
departed from all the political principles relative 
to France, (confidered merely as a ftate, and in- 
dependent of its jacobin form of government) 
which had hitherto been held fundamental in this 
country, and which he had himfelf held more 

l ftrongly 
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ftrongly than any man in parliament. He at 
that time ftudioufly feparated himfelf from thofe 
to whofe fentiments he ufed to profefs no fmall 
regard, although thofe fentiments were publickly 
declared. I had then no concern in the party, 
having been for fome time, with all outrage, ex- 
cluded from it; but, on general principles, I muft 
fay, that a perfon who affumes to be leader of a 
party compofed of freemen and of gentlemen, 
ought to pay fome degree of deference to their 
feelings, and even to their prejudices. He ought 
to have fome degree of management for their 
credit and influence in their country. He ihewed 
fo very little of this delicacy, that he compared 
the alarm raifed in the minds of the Duke of 
Portland’s party, (which was his own) an alarm 
in which they Sympathized with the greater part 
of the nation, to the panick produced by the 
pretended popifh plot in the reign of Charles 
the Second — defcribing it to be, as that was, a 
contrivance of knaves, and believed only by 
well-meaning dupes and madmen. 

12. The Monday following, (the 17th of De- 
cember) be purfued the fame conduft. The 
means ufed in England to co-operate with the 
jacobin army in politicks, agreed with their 
modes of proceeding; I allude to the mifchie- 
vous writings circulated with much induftryand 
fuccefs, as well as the feditious clubs, which at 

that 
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that time, added not a little to the alarm talcgfl 
by obferving and well-informed men. The writ 4 
ings and the clubs were two evils which marched 
together. Mr. Fox difcovered the greateft pof 4 
fible difpofition to favour and countenance the 
one as well as the other of thefe two grand in 
ftruments of the French fyftem. He woula 
hardly confider any political writing whatfoever, 
as a libel, or as a fit object of profecution. At 
a time in which the prefs has been the grand in* 
ftrument of the fubverfion of order, of morals, 
of religion, and I may fay of human fociety it- 
felf, to carry the doftrines of its liberty higher 
than ever it has'been known by its mod: extrava* 
gant alfertors even in France, gave occafion to 
very ferious refleftions. Mr. Fox treated the 
affociationsforprofecuting thefe libels, as tending 
to prevent the improvemeht of the human mind, 
and as a mobbilh tyranny. He thought proper 
to compare them with the riotous aflemblies of 
Lord George Gortlon in 1780, declaring that he 
had advifed his friends in Weftminfter, to lign 
the aifociations whether they agreed to them or 
not, in order that they might avoid deftrublioft 
to their perfons or their houfes, or a defertion of 
their fiiops. This infidious advice tended to 
confound thofe who wilhed well to the object of 
the aifociation, with the feditious, againft whom 
the affociation was directed. By this ftratagem, 
.... . the 
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the confederacy intended for preferving the Bri- 
tifli conftitution, and the publick peace, would be 
wholly defeated. The magiftrates, utterly inca- 
pable of diftinguilhing the friends from the 
enemies of order, would in vain look for fupporfc 
when they flood in the g reate ft need of it. 

13. Mr. Fox’s whole conduct, on this occafton, 
was without example. The very' morning after 

thefe violent declamations in the houfe of com- 

\ 

mons againft the alfociation, (that is onTuelday 
the 1 8th) he went himfelf to a meeting of St. 
George’s parilh, and there ftgned an alfociation 
of the nature and tendency of thole he had the 
night before fo vehemently condemned ; and fe- 
veral of his particular and moft intimate friends, 
inhabitants of that parilh, attended and ftgned 
along with him. 

14. Immediately after this extraordinary ftep, 
and in order perfectly to defeat the ends of that 
alfociation againft jacobin publications, (which, 
contrary to his opinions, he had promoted and 
ftgned) a mifehievous fociety was formed under 
his aufpicies, called, the Friends of the liberty of 
the prefs. Their title groundlefsly infmuated, 
that the freedom of the prefs had lately fuffered, 
or was now threatened with fome violation. 
This fociety was only, in reality, another modi- 
fication of the fociety calling itfelf the Friends of 
the People, which, in the preceding furnmer had 

caufed 
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caufed fo much uneafinefs in the Duke of Port* 
land’s mind, and in the minds of feveral of his 
friends. This new fociety wascompofed of many, 
if not mod of the members of the club of the 
Friends of the People, with the addition of a vaft 
multitude of others (fuch as Mr. Horne Tooke) 
of the worft and mod; feditious difpofitions that 
could be found in the whole kingdom. In the 
firft meeting of this club, Mr. Erfkine took the 
lead, and directly (without any difavowal ever 
fince on M r. Fox’s part) made ufe of his name and 
authority in favour of its formation and purpofes. 
In the fame meeting Mr. Erfkine had thanks for 
his defence of Paine, which amounted to a 
complete avowal of that jacobin incendiary; 
clfe it is impoffible to know how Mr. Erfkine 
jhould have deferved fuch marked applaufes for 
afting merely as a lawyer for his fee, in the 
ordinary courfe of his profefiion. 

15. Indeed Mr. Fox appeared the general pa- 
tron of all fuch perfons and proceedings. Whea 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and other perfons, for 
praftices of the molt dangerous kind, in Paris 
and in London, were removed from the king’s 
guards, Mr. Fox took occafion, in the houfe of 
commons, heavily to cenfure that a6t as unjuft 
and opprefiive, and tending to make officers bad 
citizens. There were few, however, who did not 
call for fome fuch meafures on the part of 

government, 
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government, as of abfolute neceffity for the king’s 
perfonal fafety, as well as that of the publick; 
and nothing but the miftaken lenity (with which 
fuch practices were rather difcountcnanced than 
pun iflied) could pofiibly deferve reprehenfion in 
what was done with regard to thole gentlemen. 

16. Mr.Fox, regularly and fyftematically, and 
with a diligence long unufual to him, did every 
thing he could to countenance the fame principle 
of fraternity and connexion with the jacobins 
abroad, and the national convention of F ranee, 
for which thefe officers had been removed from 
the Guards. For when a bill (feeble and lax in- 
deed, "and far fliort of the vigour required by the 
conjunfture) was brought in for removing out 
of the kingdom the emilfaries of France, Mr. Fox 
oppofed it with all his might. He purfued a ve- 
hement and detailed oppofition to it, through all 
its ftages, deferibing it as a meafure contrary to 
the exifting treaties between Great Britain and 
France ; as a violation of the law of nations, and 
as an outrage on the great charter itfelf. 

i 7. In the lame manner, and with the fame 
heat, he oppofed a bill, which, (though aukward 
and inartificial in its conftru&ion) was right and 
wife in its principle, and was precedented in the 
beft times, and ablolutely necefiary at that junc- 
ture, — I mean the Traiterous Correfpondence 
Vol. VII. 11 Bill. 
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Bill. By thcfe means the enemy, rendered in- 
finitely dangerous by the links of real faftion ami 
pretended commerce, would have been (had Mr. 
Fox lucceeded) enabled to carry on the war 
againft us by our own refources. For this pur- 
pofe that enemy would have had hi.s agents and 
traitors in the midft of us. 

1 8. When at length war was actually declared, 
by the ufurpers in France, againft this kingdom, 
and declared whilft they were pretending a nego- 
tiation through Dumourier with lord Auckland, 
Mr. Fox ftill continued, through the whole of 
the proceedings, to diferedit the national honour 
and juftiee, and to throw the entire blame of 
the war on parliament, and on his otvn country, 
as acting with violence, haughtinefs, and want of 
equity. He frequently afferted, both at the time 
and ever ftnee, that the war, though declared 
by France, was provoked by us, and that it 
was wholly unneceflary, and fundamentally un- 
juft. 

tq. He has loft no opportunity of railing, in 
the molt virulent manner, and in the molt un- 
meafured language, at every foreign power with 
whom we could now, or at any time, contract 
any ufeful or effectual alliance againft France, 
declaring that he hoped no alliance with thofe 
powers was made, or was in a train of being 
. . . > . made. 
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made*. He always exprefied himfelf with the 
utmoft honour concerning fuch alliances, fo did 
all his phalanx. Mr. Sheridan in particular, after 
one ofhis inveflives againft thole powers, fitting 
by him, faid, with manifeft marks ofhis appro- 
bation, that if we muft go to war, he had rather 
go to war alone than with fuch allies. 

20. Immediately after the French declaration 
of war againft us, parliament addrefled the king 
in fupport of the war againft them, as juft and 
neceftary, and provoked as well as formally de- 
clared againft Great Britain. Fie did not divide 
the houfe upon thismeafure; yet he immediately 
followed this our folemn parliamentary engage- 
ment fo the king, with a motion propofing a fet 
of refolutions, the effedt of which was, that the 
two houfes were to load thcmfelves with every 
kind of reproach for having made the add refs, 
which they had juft carried to the throne. He 
commenced this long firing of criminatory refo- 
lutions againft his country, (if king, lords and 
commons of Great Britain, and a decided majo- 
rity without doors are his country) with a de- 
claration againjl intermeddling in the interiour 
concerns of France. The purport of this refolu- 
tion of non-interference, is a thing unexampled in 

* It is an exception, that iu one ofhis laft fpeeches, (but 
not before) Mr. Fox fecnied to think an alliance with Spain 
Jnight be proper, 
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the hiftory of the world, when one nation has been 
a6hially at war with another. The heft writers on 
the law of nations, give no fort of countenance to 
his do&rine of non-interference, in the extent and 
manner in which he ufed it, even when there is no 
war. When the war exifts, not one authority is 
againft it in all its latitude. 11 is doftrine is 
equally contrary to the enemy’s uniform prac- 
tice, who, whether in peace or in w'ar, makes it 
his great aim not only to change the government, 
but to make an entire revolution in the whole of, 
the focial order in every country. 

The object of thelaftof this extraordinary firing 
of refolutions moved by Mr. Fox, was to advife 
the crown not to enter into fuch an engagement 
with any foreign power, fo as to hinder us from 
making a feparate peace with France, or which 
might tend to enable any of thofe powers, to in- 
troduce a government in that country, other than 
fuch as thofe perfons whom he calls the people of 
France, fhall ehoofe to eftablilh. In thort, the 
whole of thefe refolutions appeared to have but 
one drift — namely, Xhe facrifiee of our own do- 
meftick dignity and fafetv, and the independency 
of Europe, to the fupport of this llratigc mixture 
of anarchy and tyranny which prevails in France, 
and which Mr. Fox and his party were pleafed to 
call a government. The immediate confequences 
of thefe meafures was (by an example, the ill effe&s 

of 
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of which, on the whole world, are not to be 
calculated) to fecure the robbers of the innocent 
nobility, gentry, and ecclefialticks of France, 
in the enjoyment of the fpoil they have made 
of the eftates. houfes, and goods of their fellow- 
citizens. 

21. Not fatisfied with moving thefe refolutions, 
tending to confirm this horrible tyranny and rob- 
bery, and with a&ually dividing the lioule on the 
firft of the long firing which they compofed, in a 
few days after v aids he encouraged and fupported 
Mr. Grey in producing the very fame firing in a 
new form, and in moving under the iliape of an 
addrefs of parliament to the crown, another viru" 
lent libel on all its own proceedings in thisfeffion, 
in which not only all the ground of therefolutious 
was again travelled over, but much new inflam- 
matory matter was introduced. In particular, a 
charge was made, that Great Britain had not in- 
terpofed to prevent the laft partition of Poland. 
On this head the party dwelt very largely, and 
very Vehemently. Mr. Fox's intention, in the 
choice of this extraordinary topick, was evident 
enough. Me well knows two things; firft, that 
no wife or honeft man can approve of that parti- 
tion, or can contemplate it without prognofticat- 
ing great mifehief from it to all countries at feme 
future time. Secondly, he knows quite as well, 
that, let our opinions on that partition be what 
they \rill, England, by itfelf, is not in a fituation 

R 3 to 
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to afford to Poland any affiftance whatfoever. 
The purpofe of the introduction of Polilli poli- 
ticks into this difcuffion, was not for the fake 
of Poland; it was to throw an odium upon thofe 
who are obliged to decline the caufe of juftice 
from their impoftibility of fupporting a caufe 
which they approve; as if we, who think more 
ftrongly on this fubject than he does, were of a 
party againft Poland, becaufe we are obliged to 
a6t with forne of the authors of that injuftice, 
againft our common enemy, France. But the 
great and leading purpofe of this introduction 
of Poland into the debates on the French war, 
was to divert the publick attention from what 
was in our power, that is, from a fteady co-ope- 
ration againft France, to a quarrel with the 
allies for the fake of a Polifh war, which for any 
uftful purpofe to Poland, he knew it was out of 
our power to make. If England can touch 
Poland ever fo remotely, it niuft be through the 
medium of alliances. But by attacking all the 
combined powers together for their fuppofed 
unjuft aggreflion upqn France, he bound them 
by a new common intereft, not feparately to join 
England for the refcue of Poland. The pro- 
portion could only mean to do what all the wri- 
ters of his party in the Morning Chronicle have 
aimed at perfuading the publick to, through the - 
whole of thelaft autumn and winter, and to this 
hour; that is, to an alliance with the jacobins of 
; * France, 
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France, for the pretended purpofe of fuceouring' 
Poland. This curious projeft would leave to 
Great Britain no other ally in all Europe, except 
its old enemy, France. 

22. Mr. Fox, after the firft day’s difcuflion on 
the queftion for the addrefs, was at length driven <- 
to admit— (to admit rather than to urge, and that 
very faintly) that France had difcovered ambi- 
tious views, which none of his partifans, that I 
recolleft, (Mr. Sheridan excepted) did, however, 
either urge or admit. What is remarkable enough, 
all the points admitted againft the jacobins, were 
brought to bear in their favour as much as thofe 
in which they were defended. For when Mr. ■ 
Fox admitted that the condu6i of the jacobins did 
difcover ambition, he always ended his admifiion 
of their ambitious views by an apology for them, 
infifting, that the univerfally hoftile difpofitiou 
fhewn to them, rendered their ambition a fort of 
defenfive policy. Thus, on whatever roads he 
travelled, they all terminated in recommending a 
recognition of their pretended republick, and in 
the plan of fending an ambalfador to it. This was 
the burthen of all his forrg — Everv thing which 
“ we could reafonably hope from war, would be 
“ obtained from treaty.” It is to be obferved, 
however, that in all thefe debates, Mr. Fox never 
once ftated to the houfe upon what ground it was 
he conceived, that all the objects of the French 

p 4 fyftern 
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fyftem of united fanaticifm and ambition would 
inftantly be given up whenever England fhould 
think fit to propofe a treaty. On propofing fo 
flrangea recognition, and lb humiliating anem- 
bafly as he moved, he was bound to produce his 
authority, if any authority he had. He ought to 
have done this the rather, becaufe Le Brun, in his 
firft propofitions, and in his anlvvers to Lord 
Grenville, defended, onprinciple, not on temporary 
convenience , every thing which was objected to 
France, and Ihewed not the fmalleft difpofition to 
give up any one of the points in difculfion. Mr. 
Fox muft alfo have known, that the convention 
had patTed to the order of the day, on a propofitioa 
to give fome fort of explanation or modification 
to the hoftile decree of the 19th of November, for. 
exciting infurredtions in all countries ; a decree 
known to be peculiarly pointed at Great Britain. 
The whole proceeding of the French adminilira- 
tion was the moft remote that could be imagined 
from furniihing any indication of a pacifick dif- 
pofition : for at the very time in which it was 
pretended that the jacobins entertained thofe. 
boafted pacifick intentions, at the very time in 
which Mr. Fox was urging a treaty with them, 
not content with refuting a modification of the 
decree for infurredtions, they publifhed their 
ever memorable decree of the 15th of December, 
1 792, for diforganizing every country in Europe, 
7 . into 
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into which they ftiould on any occalion fet 
their foot; anil on the 25th and the 30th of the 
fame month, they folemnly, and on the laft of 
thefe days, practically confirmed that decree. 

23. But Mr. Fox had himfelf taken good care 
in the negotiation hepropofed, that France lhould 
not be obliged to make any very great conceffions 
to her prelumed moderation — for he had laid 
down one general cotnprehenfive rule, with him 
(as he faid)conftantand inviolable. This rule, in 
faCt, would not only have left to the faCtion in 
France, all the property and power they had 
ufurped at home, but moft, if not all, of the con- 
quefts which by their atrocious perfidy and vio- 
lence, they had made abroad. The principle laid 
down by Mr. Fox, is this, “ That every ftate, in 
“ the conclusion of a war, has a right to avail 
“ itfelf of its conquejls towards an indemnifca- 
“ tion.” This principle (true or falfe) is totally 
contrary to the policy which this country has 
purfued with France, at various periods, particu- 
larly at the treaty of Ryfwick, in the laft century, 
and at the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in this. 
"Whatever the merits of his rule may be, in the 
eyes of neutral judges, it is a rule which no ftatef- 
man before him ever laid down in favour of the 
adverfe power with whom he was to negotiate. 
Theadverfe party himfelf, may fafely be trufted 
to take care of lifs own aggrandizement. But (as 
, if 
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if the black boxes of thefeveral parties bad been 
exchanged) Mr. Fox’s Englifh amhaffador by 
feme odd miftake, would find himfelf charged 
with the concerns of France. If we were to leave 
France as the flood at the time when Mr. Fox 
propofed to treat with her, that formidable power 
mufthave been infinitely ftrengthened, and almoft 
every other power in Europe as much weakened, 
by the extraordi nary bafis which he laid for a treaty. 
For Avignon mufi go from the Pope; Savoy 
(at leaft) from the king of Sardinia, if not Nice. 
Liege, Men tz, Salm, Deux-Ponts, and Bale, mull 
be feparated from G ermany. On this fide of the 
Rhine, Liege (at leaft) mu ft be loft to the empire, 
and added to France. Mr. Fox’s general principle 
fully covered all this. How much of thefe 
territories came within his rule, he never .at- 
tempted to define. He kept a profound filence 
as to Germany. As to the Netherlands he was 
fomething more explicit. He faid, (if I recoiled 
right) that France on that fide, mightexped fome- 
thing towards ftrengthening her frontier. As to 
the remaining parts of the Netherlands, which he 
fuppofed France might confcnt to furrender, lie 
went fo far as to declare that England ought not 
to permit the Emperour to be repofleffed of the 
remainder of the ten Provinces, but that thcpe&ple 
fliould choofe fuch a form of independent go- 
vernment as they liked. This propofition of 

Mr, 
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Mr. Fox was juft the arrangement which the 
nfurpation in France had all along propofed to 
make. As the circumftances were at that time, and 
have been ever (nice, his propofition fully indi- 
cated what government the Flemings mujl have 
in the ftated extent of what was left to them. A 
government fo fet up in the N etherlands, whether 
compulfory, or by the choice of the fans-culottes, 
(who he well knew were to be the real electors, 
and the foie eleftors) in whatever name it was to 
exift, muft evidently depend for its cxiftence, as 
it has done for its original formation, on France. 
In reality, it muft have ended in that point, to 
which, piece by piece, the French were then 
adlually bringing all the Netherlands ; that is, 
an incorporation with France, as a body of new 
departments, juft as Savoy and Liege, and the 
reft of their pretended independent popular 
fovereignties, have been united to their republick. 
Such an arrangement muft have deftroyed Auf- 
tria ; it muft have left Holland always at the 
mercy of France; it muft totally and forever cut 
off all political communication between England 
and the continent. Such muft have been the 
fituationof Europe, according to Mr. Fox’s fyftem 
of politicks, however laudable bis perfonal mo- 
tives may have been in propofing fo complete a 
change in the whole fyftem of Great Britain, with 
regard to all the continental powers. 

34. After it had been generally fuppofed that 

all 
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all publick bufmefs was over for the feffion, and 
that Mr. Fox had exhaufted all the inodes of pre£* 
fing this French fcheme, he thought proper to 
take a ftep beyond every expectation, and which 
demonftrated his wonderful eagernefs and perfe- 
verance in his caufe, as well as the nature and true 
character of the caufe itfelf. This ftep was taken 
by Mr. Fox immediately afterliis giving his alfent 
to the grant of fupply voted to him by Mr. Ser- 
jeant Adair and a committee of gentlemen, who 
afiiimed to themfelves to aCt in the name of the 
publick. In the inftrument of his acceptance of 
this grant, Mr. Fox took occafion to allure 
them, that he would always perfevere in the fame 
conduSt which had procured to him fo honour- 
able a mark of the publick approbation. He 
was as good as his word. 

25. It was not long before an opportunity was 
found, or made, for proving the lincerity of his 
profeftions, and demonftrating his gratitude to 
thofe who have given publick and unequivocal 
marks of their approbation of his late conduCt. 
One of the mod virulent of the jacobin fa&ion, 
Mr. Gurney, a banker of Norwich, had all along 
diftinguiflied himfelf by his French politicks. By 
the means of this gentleman, and of his alfociates 
of the fame defcriptidn, one of the mod inlidious 
and dangerous hand-bills that ever was feen, had 
been circulated at Norwich againft the war, drawn 

up 
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up in an hypocritical tone of companion for the 
poor. This addrefs to the populace of Norwich 
was to play in concert with ati addrefs to Mr.Fox; 
it was figned by Mr. Gurney and the higher part 
of the French fraternity in that town. In this pa- 
per Mr. Fox is applauded for his conduct through- 
out the fellion, and requelted, before the proro- 
gation, to make a motion for an immediate peace 
with France. 

26. Mr. Fox did not revoke to this fuit; he 
readily and thankfully undertook the talk afligned 
to him. Not content, however, with merely fall- 
ing in with their willies, he propofed a talk on his 
part to the gentlemen of Norwich, which was, 
that they Jhould move the peoplewithout doors to pe- 
tition agaitiji the war. He faid, that without fueh 
affiftance, little good could be expedted from any- 
thing he might attempt within the walls of the 
houfe of commons. In the mean time, to animate 
his Norwich friends in their endeavour* tobefiege 
parliament, he fnalehed the (lift opportunity to 
give notice of a motion, which he very foon after 
made, namely, to addrefs the crown to make 
peace with France. The addrefs was fo worded as 
to co-operate with the hand-bill in bringing for- 
ward matter calculated to inflame the manufac- 
turers throughout the kingdom. 

27. In fupport of his motion, he declaimed in 
the moil virulent ftrain, even beyond any of hi$ 

former 



Digitized by Google 




OBSERVATIONS ON THE 



254 

former inveftives, againft every power with whom 
we were then, and are now, afting againft France. 
In the moral forum, fome of thefe powers certainly 
deferve all the ill he faid of them ; but the political 
effeft aimed at, evidently was to turn our indig- 
nation from France, with whom we were at war, 
upon Ruflia, or Pruflia, orAuftria, or Sardinia, or 
all of them together. In confequenceof hisknow- 
ledge that we co u Id not effectual ly d o without them, 
and his refolution that we Jhould not aft with 
them, he propofed, that having, as he afterted, 
“ obtained the only avowed objeft of the war 
“ (the evacuation of Holland), we ought to con- 
“ elude an inftant peace.” 

28. Mr. Fox could not be ignorant of the mif- 
taken bafis upon which his motion was grounded. 
He was not ignorant, that, though the attempt of 
Dumourier on Holland (fo very near iucceeding), 
and the navigation of the Scheld (a part of the 
fame piece), were amongthe immediate caufes,they 
were by no means the only caufes alleged for 
parliament’s taking that offence at the proceedings 
of France, for which the jacobins were fo prompt 
in declaring war upon this kingdom. Other full 
as weighty caufes had been alleged: They were, 
1 . The general overbeari ng and defperate ambition 
of that faftion. 2. Their aftual attacks on every 
nation in Europe. 3. Their ufurpation of terri- 
tories in the empire with the governments of 

which 
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which they had no pretence of quarrel. 4. Their 
perpetual and irrevocable confolidation with their 
own dominions of every territory of the Nether- 
lands, of Germany, and of Italy, of which they 
got a temporary poffefiion. 5. The mifchiefs at- 
tending the prevalence of their fyftem, which 
would make the fuccefs of their ambitious defigrns 
a new and peculiar fpecies of calamity in the 
world. 6. Their formal publick decrees, particu- 
larly thofe of the 19th of November, and 15th 
and 25th of December. 7. Their notorious at- 
tempts to undermine the conftitution of this coun- 
try. 8. Their publick reception of deputations of 
traitors for that direft purpole. 9. Their murder 
of their fovereign, declared by moft of the mem- 
bers of the convention, who fpoke with their vote 
(without a difavowal from any) to be perpetrated, 
as an example to all kings, and a precedent for, all 
fubjefts to follow. Ail thefe, and not the Scheld 
alone, or theinvafion of Holland, were urged by 
the minifter, and by Mr. Windham, by myfelf, 
and by others who fpoke in thofe debates, ascaufe* 
for bringing France to a fenfe of her wrong in the 
war which fhe declared againft us. Mr. Fox well 
knew, that not one man argued for the neeellily 
of a vigorous refiftance to France, who did not 
ftate the war as being for the very exiftence of the 
focial order here, and in every part of Europe ; 
who did not ltatc his opinion, that this war was 
v not 
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not at all a foreign war of empire, but as much For 
our liberties, properties, laws, and religion, and 
•ven more fo, than any we bad ever been engaged 
in. This was the war, which, according to Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Gurney, we were to abandonbefore 
the enemy had felt, in the flighteft degree, the im- 
preffion of our arms. 

29. Had Mr. Fox’s difgraceful propofal been 
complied with, this kingdom would have been 
flained with a blot of perfidy hitherto without an 
example in our hiftory, and with far lefs excufe 
than any aft of perfidy which we find in the hif- 
tory of any other nation. The moment, when 
by the incredible exertions of Auftria (very little 
through our’s) the temporary deliverance of Hol- 
land (in effeft our own deliverance) had been 
atchieved, he advifed the houfe inftantly to aban- 
don her to that very enemy, from whofe arms 
die had freed ourfelves, and the clofeft of our 
allies. 

30. But we are not to be impofed on by forms 
of language. We inuft aft on the fubflance of 
things. To abandon Auftria in this manner, was 
to abandon Holland itfelf. For fuppofe France, 
encouraged and ftrengthened as die mult have 
been by our treacherous defer tion, fuppofe France, 
I fay, to fttcceed againft Auftria, (as ihe had fuc- 
■eeeded the very year before) England would, af- 
ter its difarmament, have nothing in the world 

but 
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but the inviolable faith of jacobinifrn, and the 
fteady poll ticks of anarchy to depend upon, againft 
France’s renewing the very fame attempts upon 
Holland, and renewing them (confidering what 
Holland was and is) with much better profpefits of 
fuccefs. Mr. Fox muft have been well aware, that 
if we Avere to break Avith the greater continental 
poAvers, and particularly to come to a rupture 
with them, in the violent and intemperate mode 

in Avhich he Avould have made the breach, the de- 

♦ 

fence of Holland againft a foreign enemy, and a 
ftrong domeftick faction, muft hereafter reft folely 
upon England, without the chance of afmgle’ally, 
either on that or on any other occafion. So far 
as to the pretended foie object of the Avar, which 
Mr. Fox fuppofed to be fo completely obtained, 
(but which then was not at all, and at this day is 
not completely obtained,) as to leave us nothing 
elfe to do than to cultivate a peaceful, quiet 
correfpondence with thofe quiet, peaceable and 
moderate people, the jacobins of France. 

31. To induce us to this, Mr. Fox laboured 
hard to make it appear, that the powers Avith 
whom Ave afted, Avere full as ambitious and as 
perfidious as the French. This might be true as 
to other nations. They had not, however, been 
fo to us or to Holland. He produced no proof of 
active ambition and ill faith againft Auftria. But 
fuppofing the combined powers had been all thus 
. Vol. VII. S faithlefs. 
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faithlefs, and been all alike fo, there was one cir- 
cumflance which made an dfential difFerence 
between them and France. I need not therefore 
be at the trouble of eontefting this point, which, 
however, in this latitude, and as at all affecting 
Great Britain and Holland, I deny utterly: be it 
fo. But the great monarchies have it in their 
power to keep their faith if they pleafe , becaufe 
they arc governments of eltablilhed and recognifed 
authority at home and abroad. France had, in 
reality, no government. The very faftions who 
exercifed power, had no liability. The French 
convention had no powers of peace or war. Sup- 
pofing the convention to be free (moll afiuredly it 
was not) they had lliewn no difpofition to abandon 
their proje&s. Though long driven out of Liege, 
it was not many days before Mr. Fox’s motion, 
that they ftill continued to claim it as a country, 
which their principles of fraternity bound them 
to proted, that is, to fubdue and to regulate at 
their plcafure. That party which Mr. Fox in- 
clined moft to favour and truft, and from which 
he mu ft have received his aflurances (if any he 
did receive) that is, the Briff’otins , were then either 
prifoners or fugitives. The party which prevailed 
over them (that of Dauton and Marat) was itfelf 
in a tottering condition, and was difowned by a 
very great part of France. To fay nothing of the 
royal party who were powerful and growing, and 

who 
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■who had full as good a right to claim to be the le- 
gitimate government as any of the Parilian fac- 
tions with whom he propofed to treat — or rather 
(as it feemed to me) to furrender at dilcretion. 

32. But when Mr. Fox began to come from 
his general hopes of the moderation of the jaco- 
bins, to particulars, lie put the cafe, that they 
might not perhaps be willing to furrender Savoy. 
He certainly was not willing to conteft that point 
with them ; but plainly and explicitly (as I 
underftood him) propofed to let them keep it; 
though he knew (or he was much worfe informed 
than he would be thought) that England had, at 
the very time, agreed on the terms of a treaty 
with the king of Sardinia, of which the recovery 
of Savoy was the cafus federis. In the teeth of 
this treaty, Mr. Fox propofed a direct and moil 
fcandalous breach of our faith, formally and 
recently given. But to furrender Savoy, was to 
furrender a great deal more thanfo many lquar? 
acres of land, or fo much revenue. In its com- 
fetjuences, the furrender of Savoy, was to make 
a furrender to France of Switzerland and Italy, 
of both which countries, Savoy is the key — as it 
is known to ordinary fpeculators in politicks, 
though it may not be known to the weavers in 
Norwich, who, it feems are, by Mr. Fox, called 
to be the judges in this matter. 

33. A fure way indeed, to encourage France 

s 2 not 
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not to make a furrender of this key of Italy and 
Switzerland, or of Mentz, the key of Germany, 
or of any other objeCt whatfoever which the 
holds, is to let her fee, that the people of England 
ralfea clamour againjl the war before terms arc fo 
much as propofed on any fide. From that moment, 
the jacobins would be mafters of the terms. — 
They would know, that parliament, at all hazards, 
would force the king to a feparate peace. The 
crown could not, in that cafe, have any ufe of its 
judgment. Parliament could not poffefs more 
judgment than the crown, when befieged (as 
Mr. Fox propofed to Mr. Gurney) by the cries of 
the manufacturers. This defcriptionof men, Mr. 
Fox endeavoured in his fpeech, by every method, 
to irritate and inflame. In effeCi,histwo fpeeches 
were, through the whole, nothing more than an 
amplification of the Norwich hand-bill. Herefted 
the greateft part of his arguments on the diftrefs 
of trade, which he attributed to the war ; though 
it was obvious to any tolerably good obferva- 
tion, and much more muff have been clear to 
fuch an obfervation as his, that the then difficul- 
ties of the trade and mauufaCture could have no 
fort of connection with our fhare in it. The 
war had hardly begun. We had fuft'ered nei- 
ther by fpoil, nor by defeat, nor by difgrace of 
any kind. Publick credit was fo little impaired, 
that inftead of being fupported by any extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary aids from individuals, it advanced a credit 
to individuals to the amount of five millions, 
for the fupport of trade and manufactures, under 
their temporary difficulties, a thing before never 
heard of;— a thing of which I do not commend 
the policy — but only ftate it, to thew, that Mr. 
Fox’s ideas of the effeCts of war were without 
any trace of foundation. 

33. It is impoffible not to conneCt the argu- 
ments and proceedings of a party with that of 
its leader — efpecially when not difavo wed or con- 
trolled by him. Mr. Fox’s partifans declaim 
"«gainft all the powers of Europe, except the ja- 
cobins, juft as he does ; but not having the fame 
reafons for management and caution which he 
has, they fpeak out. He fatisfies himfelf merely 
with making his invectives, and leaves others to 
draw the conclufion. But they produce their 
Polifli interpofition, for the exprefs purpofe of 
leading to a French alliance. They urge their 
French peace, in order to make a junction with 
the jacobins to oppofe the powers, whom, in 
their language they call Defpots, and their 
leagues, a combination of Defpots. Indeed, no 
man can look on the prefent pofture of Europe 
with the leaft degree of difcernment, who will 
not be thoroughly convinced, that England rauft 
be the faft friend or the determined enemy of 
prance. There is no medium; and I do not 
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think Mr. Fox to be fo dull as not to obfervo 
this. Ilis peace would have involved us inftantly 
in the inoft extenlive and moft ruinous wars; 
at the fame time that it would have made a 
broad highway (acrofs which no human wifdom 
could put an effe 61 ual barrier) for a mutual 
intercourfe with the fraternifing jacobins of both 
fides. The confequences of which, thofe will 
.certainly not provide againft, who do not dread 
pr diflike them. 

. 34. It is notamifs in this place to enter a little 
.more fully into the fpirit of the principal argu- 
ments on which Mr. Fox thought proper to reft 
.this his grand and concluding motion, particularly 
.inch as were drawn from the internal ftateof our 
affairs. U nder a fpecious appearance (not uncom- 
monly put on by men of unfcrupulous ambition) 
that of tendernefs and compaffion to the poor ; 
•he did his heft to appeal to the judgments of the 
meaneft and moft ignorant of the people on the 
merits of the war. He had before done fomething 
of the fame dangerous kind in his printed letter. 
The ground of a political war isofall things that 
which the poor labourer and manufa< 5 lurer are 
.the lead; capable of conceiving. This fort of 
jpeople know in general that they mull fuffer by 
•war. It is a matter to which they are lufticiently 
competent, becaufe it is a matter of feeling. The 
Mujfs, of a war. are not matters of feeling, but of 
- ; - rcafon 
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reafon and forefight, and often of remote confi- 
derations, and of a very great combination of 
circumftances, which they are utterly incapable 
of comprehending j and, indeed, it is not every 
man in the higheft clafifes who is altogether equal 
to it. Nothing, in a general fenfe, appears to me 
lefs fair and juftifiable, (even if no attempt were 
made to inflame the paflions) than to fubmit a 
matter on difeuflion to a tribunal incapable of 
judging of more than one fnle of the queftion. It 
is at leaft as unjuftifiable to inflame the paflions 
of fuch judges againft//i«/ fide , in favour of which 
they cannot fo much as comprehend the argu- 
ments. Before the prevalence of the French fy f- 
tem (which as far as it has gone has extinguiihed 
the falutary prejudice called our Country) no- 
body was more fenfible of this important truth 
than Mr. Fox ; and nothing was more proper 
and pertinent, or was more felt at the time, than 
his reprimand to Mr. Wilberforce for an inconfi- 
derate exprefiion which tended to call in the 
judgment of the poor, to eftimate the policy of 
war upon the ftandard of the taxes they may be 
obliged to pay towards its fupport. 

35. It is fatally known, that the great object of 
the jacobin fyftem is to excite the lowed deferip- 
tion of the people to range themfelves under am- 
bitious men, for the pillage and deflruftion of the 
more eminent orders and clalfes of the commu- 

s 4 nity. 
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nity. The thing, therefore, that a man not fana- 
tically attached to that dreadful project, would 
mod ftudioufly avoid, is, to a6fc a part with the 
French Propagandas, in attributing (as they 
conftantly do) all wars and all the confequences 
of wars, to the pride of thofe orders, and to their 
contempt of the weak and indigent part of the 
fociety. The ruling jacobins infift upon it, that 
even the wars which they carry on with fo much 
obftinacy againft all nations, are made to prevent 
the poor from any longer being the inftruments 
and victims of kings, nobles, and the ariftocracy 
of burghers and rich men. They pretend that the 
deftru&ion of kings, nobles, and the ariftocracy 
of burghers and rich men, is the only means of 
eftablifhinganuniverfal and perpetual peace. This 
is the great drift of all their writings from the 
time of the meeting of the ftates of France, in 
1789, to the publication ofthelaft Morning Chro- 
nicle. They infift that even the war which, with 
fo much fcoldnefs they have declared againft all 
nations, is to prevent thepoor from becoming the 
inftruments and victims of thefe perfons and de- 
fcriptions. It is but too eafy, if you once teach 
poor labourers and mechanicks to defy their pre- 
judices, and as this has been done with an induftry 
fcarccly credible, to fubltitute the principles of 
fraternity in the room of that falutary prejudice 
called our Country ; it is, 1 fay, but too eafy to 
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perfuade them agreeably to wliat Mr. Fox hints 
in his publick letter, that this war is, and that the 
other wars have been, the wars of kings ; it is eafy 
to perfuade them that the terrours even of a fo- 
reign conqueft are not terrours for them — It iseafy 
to perfuade them that, for their part they have 
nothing to lofe; and that their condition is not 
likely to be altered for the worfe, whatever party 
may happen to prevail .in the war. Under any 
circumftances this doftrine is highly dangerous, 
as it tends to make feparate parties of the higher 
and lower orders, and to put their interefts on a 
different bottom. But if the enemy you have to 
deal with fliould appear, as France now appears, 
under the very name and title of the deliverer of 
the poor, and the chaftifer of the rich, the former 
clafs would readily become,not an ind ifferent fpcc- 
tator of the war, but would be ready to enlift in 
the fa< 5 tion of the enemy ; which they would con- 
fider, though under a foreign name, to be more 
connefted with them than an adverfe defcription 
in the fame land. All the props of focicty would 
be drawn from us by tliefe dodlrines, and the very 
foundations of the publick defence would give 
way in an inftant. 

36. There is no point which the faction of fra- 
ternity in England have laboured more than to 
excite in the poor the honour of any war with 
France upon any occafton. When they found 
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that their open attacks upon our conftitution in 
favour of a French republick were for the prefent 
repelled — they put that matter out of light, and 
have taken up the more plaufible and popular 
ground of general peace, upon merely general 
principles, although thefe very men, in the corref- 
pondence of their clubs with thofe of France, had 
reprobated the neutrality which now they fo ear- 
neftly prefs. But, in reality, their maxim Avas 
and is “peace and alliance with France, and war 
“ with the reft of the world.” 

37. This laft motion of Mr. Fox bound up the 
whole of his politicks duringthe fefiiou. This mo- 
tion had many circumftances, particularly in the 
Norwich correfpondence, by which the mifehief 
of all the others, was aggravated beyond meafure. 
Yet, this laft motion, far the worft of Mr. Fox’s 
proceedings, was the belt fupported of any of 
them, except his amendment to the addrefs. The 
Duke of Portland had diredtly engaged to fupport 
the war — here was a motion as direfitly made to 
force the crown to put an end to it before a blow 
had been ftruck. The efforts of the faction have 
fo prevailed that fome of his grace’s neareft friends 
have adtually voted for that motion: fome, after 
fhewing themfelves, went away, others did not 
appear at all. So it muft be where a man is for 
any time fupported from perfonal confiderations, 
without reference to his publick conduct. Through 
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fhe whole of this bufinefs, the fpiritot’ fraternity 
appears to me to have been the governing prin- 
ciple. It might be ihamefuffor any man, above 
the vulgar, todhew fo blind a partiality even to 
his own country, as Mr. Fox appears, on alloca- 
tions, this feffion, to have Ihewn to France. Had 
Mr. Fox been a minifter, and proceeded on the 
principles laid down by him, I believe there is little 
doubt he would have been confidered as the moft 
criminal ftatefmau that ever lived in this country. 

I do not know why a ftatelraan out of place is not 
to be judged in the fame manner, unlefs we can 
excufe him by pleading in his favour a total indif- 
ference to principle; and that he would adt and 
think in quite a different way if he were in office. 
This I will not fuppofe. One may think better of 
him ; and that in cafe of his power he might 
change his mind. But fuppofing, that from better 
or from worfe motives, he might change his mind 
on his acquifition of the favour of the crown, I 
ferioufly fear that if the king ihould to-morrow 
put power into his hands, and that his good ge- 
nius would infpifehim withmaxims very different 
from thofe he has promulgated, he would not he 
able to get the better of the ill temper, and the ill 
dodtrines, he has been the means of exciting and 
propagating throughout the kingdom. From the 
•very beginning of their inhumanand unprovoked 
.rebellion and tyraunick ufurpation, he has covered 
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the predominant fa6lion of France, and their ad*- 
herents here, with the mod exaggerated panegy- 
ricks; neither has he miffed a (ingle opportunity 
of abufing and vilifying thofe, who in uniform 
concurrence with the Duke of Portland’s and Lord 
Fitzwilliam’s opinion, have maintained the true 
grounds of the revolution fettlenient in 1 688. He 
lamented all the defeats of the French; he re- 
joiced in all their viftories ; even when thefe 
victories threatened to overwhelm the continent 
of Europe, and by facilitating their means of pe- 
netrating into Holland, to bring this moft dread- 
ful of all evils with irrefiftible force to the very 
doors, if not into the very heart, of our country. 
To this hour he always fpeaks of every thought of 
overtu rning the French jacobin ifm by force, on the 
part of any power whatfoever, as an attempt un- 
juft and cruel, and which he reprobates with hor- 
rour. If any of the French jacobin leaders are 
fpoken of with hatred or fcorn, he falls upon thofe 
who take that liberty, with all the zeal and warmth 
with which men of honour defend their particular 
and bofom friends, when attacked. He always 
reprefents their caufe as a caufe of liberty; and 
all who oppofe it as partifans of defpotifm. He 
obftinately continues to confider the great and 
growing vices, crimes and diforders of that coun- 
try, as only evils of paff3ge, which are to produce 
a permanently happy ftate of order and freedom. 

He 
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He reprefents thefe diforders exactly in the fame 
way, and with the fame limitations which are 
ufed by one of the two great jacobin fa&ions, I 
mean that of Petion and Brilfot. Like them he 
ftudioufly confines his horrour and reprobation 
only to the malfacres of the 2d of September, and 
palfes by thofe of the 10th of Auguft, as well as 
the imprifonment and deposition of the king, 
which were the confequences of that day, as 
indeed were the malfacres themfelves to which 
he confines his cenfure, though they were not 
actually perpetrated till early in September. Like 
that fa&ion, he condemns, not the depofition, or 
the propofed exile, or perpelual imprifonment, but 
only the murder of the king. Mr. Sheridan, on 
every occafion, palliates all the malfacres com* 
mitted in every part of France, as the effects of a 
natural indignation at the exorbitances of def- 
potifm, and of the dread of the people of return- 
ing under that yoke. — He has thus taken occa- 
fion to load, not the adtors in this wickednefs, 
but the government of a mild, merciful, benefi- 
cent an<j patriotick prince, and his fuffering, 
faithful fubjedts, with all the crimes of the new 
anarchical tyranny, under which the one has 
been murdered, and the others areopprelfed. Thofe 
continual either praifes or palliating apologies 
of every thing done in France, and thofe invec- 
tives as uniformly vomited out upon all thofe 
who venture to exprefs their difapprobation of 
< * fuch 
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fuch proceedings, coming from a man of Mr;. 
Fox’s fame and authority, and one who is confix 
dered.asthe perfon to whom a great party of the 
wealthieft men of the kingdom look up, have 
heen the caufe why the principle of French fra- 
ternity formally gained the ground which at one 
time it had obtained in this country. It will 
infallibly recover itfelf again, and in ten times a 
greater degree, if the kind of peace, in the manner 
which he preaches, ever ilrall he eftabliihed with 
the reigning faction in France. 

38. So far as to the French pra&ices with re- 
gard to France, and the other powers of Europe — 
as to their principles and doctrines, with regard 
to the conftitution of itates, 3\Ir. Fox ftudioufly, 
on all occafions, and indeed when nooccafion calls 
for it, (as on the debate of the petition for Re- 
form) brings forward and alferts their funda- 
mental and fatal principle, pregnant with every 
jnifehief and every crime, namely, that, “ in 
“ every country the people is the legitimate 
fovereign;” exactly conformable to the decla- 
ration of the French clubs and legiflators, — “La 
“ fouverainetd eft une, indivijible, inalienable, et 
“ imprcfcriptible : — File appartient a la nation: 
“ — A n c 11 n t fed. ion d 1 1 pcuple, ni aucun individu 
,** ne pent s’en attribuer l’exercife.” This con- 
founds, in a manner equally mifehievous and 
ftupid, the origin of a government from the 
people with its continuance in their hands. I 
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believe, that no fuch doftrine has ever been heard 
of in any publick aft of any government whatso- 
ever, until it was adopted (I think from the 
writings of Rouifeau) by the French aifemblies, 
who have made it the bafis of their constitution 
at home, and of the matter of their apoftolate in 
every country. Thefe and other wild declara- 
tions of abftraft principle, Mr. Fox fays, are in 
themfelves perfeftly right and true ; though in 
fome cafes he allows the French drawabfurd con- 
fequences from them. But I conceive he is mif- 
taken. The confecjuences are moft logically, 
though moft mifchievoufly drawn from the pre- 
inifes and principles by that wicked and ungra- 
cious faftion. The fault is in the foundation. 

39. Before Society, in a multitude of men, it is 
obvious, that Sovereignty and fubjeftion are ideas 
which cannot exift. It is the compaft on which 
Society is formed that makes both. But to fup- 
pofe the people, contrary to their compacts, both 
to give away and retain the fame thing, is alto- 
gether abfurd. It is worfe, for it fuppofts in any 
Strong combination of men a power and right of 
always dilfolving the focial union ; which power, 
however, if it exifts, renders them again as little 
Sovereigns as fubjefts, but a mere unconnected 
multitude. It is not eafy to ftate for what good 
end, at a time like this, when the foundations of 
all antient and preferiptive governments, fuch as 

ours 
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ours (lo which people fubmit, not becaufe they 
have chofen them, but becaufe they are born to 
them) are undermined by perilous theories, that 
Mr. Fox /hould be fo fond of referring to thof# 
theories, upon all occafions, even though fpecula- 
tively they might be true, which God forbid they 
fhould ! Particularly I do not fee the reafon why 
he lhould be fo fond of declaring, that the princi- 
ples of the revolution have made the crown of 
Great Britain elcftivc; why he thinks it feafon- 
able to preach up with fo much earncftnefs, for 
now three years together, the doftrine of refift- 
ance and revolution at all; or to alfert that our 
lall revolution of 1688 Hands on the fame or 
fimilar principles with that of France. We are 
not called upon by any circumftance, that I know 
of, which can juftify aievolt, or which demands 
a revolution, or can make an eleftion of a fuc- 
ceflor to the crown necefiary, whatever latent 
light may be fuppofed to exift for efl'e&uating 
any of thefe purpofes. 

40. Not the leaft alarming of theproceedings of 
Mr. F ox and his friends in this feflion, efpecially 
taken in concurrence with their whole proceed- 
ings, with regard to France and its principles, is 
their eagernefs at this feafon, under pretence of 
parliamentary reforms (a project which had been 
for fome time rather dormant) to difcredit and 
dilgrace the houfe of commons. For this purpofe 
2 thcl’e 
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thefe gentlemen had found a way to infult the 
houfe by feveral atrocious libels in the form of 
petitions. In particular they brought up a libel, 
or rather a complete digeft of libellous matter, 
from the club called the Friends of the People. It 
is indeed at once the moft audacious and the moft 
infidiousofall the performances of that kind which 
have yet appeared. It is faid to be the penman- 
Ihip of Mr. Tierney, to bring whom into parlia- 
ment the Duke of Portland formerly had taken a 
good deal of pains, and expended, as I hear, a eon* 
fiderable fum of money. 

41. Among the circumflances of danger from 
that piece, and from its precedent, it is oblervable 
that this is the firft petition (if I remember right) 
coming from a club or aJfociation,Jigned by indivi- 
duals, denoting neither local rcjidcnce, nor corpo- 
rate capacity . This mode of petition not being 
ftriftly illegal or informal, though in its fpiritin the 
higheft degree mifehievous, may and will lead to 
other things of that nature, tending to bring thefe 
clubs and alfociations to the French model, and to 
make them in the end anfwer French purpofes: I 
mean, that without legal names, thele clubs will 
be led to aflume political capacities ; that they may 
debate the forms of conftitution; and thatirom 
their meetings they may infolently did! ate their will 
to the regular authorities of the kingdom, in the 
manner in which the jacobin clubs ifl’ue their man* 
- V01.VII. T dates 
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dates to the national affembly, orthe national con-* 
Vention. The audacious remonftrance, I obfei ve^ 
is ligned by all of that afibciation(the friends of 
the people) who are not in parliament, and it was, 
fupported molt flrenuoufly by all the affociators 
who are members, with Mr. Fox at their head. He 
and they contended for referring this libel to a 
committee. Upon the queftion of that reference, 
they grounded all their debate for a change in the 
conftitution of parliament. The pretended peti- 
tion is, in faft, a regular charge or impeachment 
of the houfe of commons, digefted into a number; 
of articles. This plan of reform is not a criminal 
impeachment, but a matter of prudence, ' to be? 
fubmitted to the publick wifdom, which muft be; 
as well apprifed of the fafts as petitioners can be., 
But thofe accufers of the houfe of commons have, 
proceeded upon the principles of a criminal pro* 
cefs; and have had the effrontery to offer proof 
on each article. 

42. This charge, the party of Mr. Fox main- 
tained article bv article, beginning with the firftU 
namely, the interference of peers at elections, and 
their nominating in effett feveral of the members • ' 
of the houfe of commons. In the printed lift of 
grievances which they made out on the occafion,, 
and in fupport of their charge, is found the 
borough, for which, under Lord Fitzwilliam’s in- 
fluence,. I now fit. By this remonftrance, and its 

v , object. 
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they hope to defeat the operation of pro- 
perty in ele&ions, and in reality to difiblve the 
connexion and communication of interefts which 
makes the houfes of parliament a mutual fupport 
to each other. Mr. Fox and the friends of the 
people are not fo ignorant as not to know, that 
peers do not interfere in elections as peers, but as 
men of property — they well know that the houfe 
of lords is by itfelf the feebleft part of the con- 
ftitution; they know that the houfe of lords is 
fupported only by its connexions with the crown, 
and with the houfe of commons; and that with- 
out this double connexion the lords could notexift 
a frngle year. They know, that all thefe parts of 
our conftitution, whilft they are balanced as op- 
pofmg interefts, are alio connected as friends ; 
otherwife nothing but confufion could be the re- 
fult of fuch a complex conftitution. It is natural, 
therefore, that they who with the common de- 
ftruCtion of the whole, and of all its parts, ihould 
contend for their total feparation. But as the 
houfe of commons is that link which connects 
both the other parts of the conftitution (the crown 
and the lords) with the mafs of the people, it is to 
that link (as it is natural enough) that their in- 
ceffant attacks are directed. That artificial reprer 
fentation of the people being once diferedited and 
overturned, all goes to pieces, and nothing but a 
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plain French democracy or arbitrary monarchy 
can poffibly exift. 

43. Some of tbefe gentlemen who attacked the 
houfe of commons, lean to a reprefen tati on of the 
people by the head, that is, to individual reprefen- 
tat ion. None of them that lrecollett, except Mr. 
Fox, directly rejected it. It is remarkable, how* 
ever, that he only rejetted it by fimply declaring 
an opinion. He let all the argument go againft 
his opinion. All the proceedings and arguments 
of his reforming friends lead to individual repre- 
fentation and to nothing elfe. It deferves to be 
attentively obferved, that this individual reprefen- 
tation is the only plan of their reform , which has 
been explicitly propofed. In the mean time, the con- 
duct of Mr. Fox appears to be far more inexplicable, 
on any good ground, than theirs, who propofethe 
individual reprefen tation; for he neither propofes 
any thing, nor even luggefts, that he has any 
thing to propofe, in lieu of the prefent mode of 
conftituting the houfe of commons. On the con- 
trary, he declares againft all the plans which have 
yet been fuggefted, either from himfelf or others: 
yet, thus unprovided with any plan whatfoever, 
he prdl'ed forward this unknown reform with all 
poflible warmth ; and for that purpofe, in a fpeech 
of feveral hours, he urged the referring to a com- 
mittee, the libellous impeachment of the houfe of 
. ... * . commons 
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commons by the affociation of the friends of the 
people. But for Mr. Fox to difcredit parliament 
as it Jlands, to countenance leagues, covenants, 
and alfociations for its further difcredit, to render 
it perfectly odious and contemptible, and at the 
fame time to propofc nothing at all in place of 
what he difgraces, is worfe, if poffible, than to 
contend for perfonal individual reprefentation, 
and is little left than demanding, in plain terms, 
to bring on plain anarchy. 

44. Mr. Fox and thefe gentlemen have, for the 
prefent, been defeated; but they are neither con- 
verted nor di/beartened. They have folemnly de- 
clared, that they will perfevere until they Ihall 
have obtained their ends; perfiftingto albert, that 
the houfe of commons not only is not the true 
reprefentative of the people, but that it does not 
anftver the purpofe of fuch reprefentation ; rood 
of them infill that all the debts, the taxes, and the 
burthens of all kinds on the people, with every 
other evil and inconvenience, which we have buf- 
fered fincethe Revolution, have been owingfolely 
to a houfe of commons which does notfpeak the 
fenfe of the people. 

45. It is alfo not to be forgotten, that Mr. Fox, 
and all who hold with him, on this, as on all 
other oceafions of pretended reform, mod bit- 
terly reproach Mr. Pitt w ith treachery, in declin- 
ing to fupport the fcandalous charges and inde- 

x 3 finite 
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finite projects of this infamous libel from the 
Friends of the People. By the animofity with 
which they pbffecute all thofe who grow cold in 
this caule of pretended reform, they hope, that 
if through levity, inexperience, or ambition, any 
young perfon (like Mr Pitt, for inftance) happens 
to be once embarked in their defign, they {hall, 
bv a faife thame, keep him faft in it for ever. 
Many they have fo hampered. 

46. I know it is ufual, when the peril and alarm 
.of the hour appears to be a little overblown, to 
think no more of the matter. But for my part, 
I look hack with honour on what wehaveefcaped; 
and am full of anxiety with regard to the dangers, 
.which, iu my opinion, are {'till to be apprehended 
both at home and abroad. This bufinefs has call 
deqr roots. Whether it is neceflarily connefted 
in theory with jacobinifm is not vv orth adifpute. 

The two things are connected in faft. The par- 

/ 

tifans of the one are the partifans of the other. I 
know it is common with thofe who are favourable 
to the gentlemen of Mr. Fox’s party, and to their 
leader, though not at all devoted to all their 
reforming projefts, or their (iallican politicks, to 
argue in palliation of their conduft, that it is not 
in their power to do all the harm which their 
< aftions evidently tend to. It is faid, that as the 
people will not fupport them, they may fafely be 
indulged in thofe eccentiick fancies of reform, 

• .* 'i. t and 
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and thofe theories which lead to nothing. ' This, 
apology is not very much to the honour of lhofe k 
politicians, whofe interefts are to be adhered to itv 
defiance of their tonduCt. I cannot flatter myfelf 
that thefe inceifant attacks on the conftitution of 
parliament are fate. It is not in my power to de* 
fpife the unceafing efforts of aconfederacyofabou t 
fifty perfons of eminence ; men, for the far greater 
part, of very ample fortunes either in poficfiion or 
in expectancy; men of decided characters and 
vehement pafiions, menof very great talents of all 
kinds; of much boldnefs, and of the greateft pof- 
fible fpirit of artifice, intrigue, adventure, and en-» 
terpriie, all operating with unwearied activity and 
perleverance. Thefegentlemen are much ftronger 
toowithoutdoorsthanfomecalculate. They have 
the more aftive part of the dilfenters with them ; 
and the whole clan of fpeculators of all denomina- 
tions — a large and growing Ipecics. They have 
that floating multitude which goes with events, 
and which fuffers the lofs or gain of a battle, to 
decide its opinions of right and wrong. As long 
ds by every art this party keeps alive a-fpirit of 
disaffection againft the very conftitution of the 
kingdom, and attributes, as lately it has been in 
the habit of doing, all the publiok misfortunes to 
that conftitution, it is abfolutely impojjiblt , but 
that fome moment muft arrive, iti which- they will 
be enabled to produce a pretended reform and a 
i. ./;- t 4 v real 
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real revolution. If ever the body of this copf 
pound conjlitution of ours is fubverted either in 
favour of unlimited monarchy, or of wild demo- 
cracy, that ruin will mojl certainly be the refult 
of this very fort of machinations agaiuftthe houle 
of commons. It is notfrom a confidence in the 
views or intentions of any ftatefman, that I think 
he is to be indulged in thefe perilous amufements. 

47. Before it is made the great object of any 
man’s political life to raife another to power, it is 
right to confider what are the real difpofitions of 
the perfon to be fo elevated. We are not to form 
our judgment on thefe difpofitions from the rules 
and principles of a court of juftice, but from thofe 
of private dilcretion; not looking for what would 
ferve to criminate another, but what is fufficient 
to direct ourfelves. By a comparifon of a feries 
of the difeourfes and aClions of certain men, for a 
rrafonable length of time, it is impoffible not to 
obtain fufficient indication of the general ten* 
dency of their views and principles. There is no 
other rational mode of proceeding. It is true, that 
in fome one or two, perhaps not well-weighed 
ex.preflions, or fome one or two unconnected and 
floublful affairs, we may and ought to judge of 
the aftions or words by our previous good Or 
ill opinion of the man. But this allowance has 
its bownds. It does not extend to any regular 
courfe of fyftematical a 6 tion v or of conftant and 
7 repeated 
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repeated difcourfe. It is againd every principle of 
common fenfeand of juftice to one’s felf, and to the 
publick, to judge of a feriesof fpeeches and a&ions 
from the man, and not of the man from the whole 
tenour of his language and conduCt. I have dated 
the above matters, not as inferring a criminal 
charge of evil intention. If I had meant to do fo, 
perhaps they are dated with tolerable exaCtnefs — 
But I had no fuch view. The intentions of thefe 
gentlemen may be very pure. I do not difpute it. 
But I think they are in fome great errour. If thefe 
things are done by Mr. Fox and his friends, with 
good intentions, they are not done lefs danger- 
oufly; for it thews thefe good intentions are not 
under the direction of fafe maxims and principles, 
48. Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and the gentlemen 
who call themfelves the phalanx, have not been 
fo very indulgent to others. They have thought ' 
proper to aferibe to tbofe members of the houfe of 
commons, who, in exaCt agreement with the Duke 
of Portland and Lord Fitzw illiam, abhor and op- 
pofe the French fvdem, the baled and mod un- 
worthy motives for their conduct;- — as if none 
could oppofe that athcidick, immoral, and impo- 
Jitick project fet up in France, fo difgraceful and 
dedruCtive, as I conceive, to human nature itfelf, 
but with fomefinifter intentions. They treat thofe 
members on all occalions with a fort of lordly in- 
cipience, though they are perfons that (whatever 

homage 
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homage they may pay to the eloquence of thd 
gentlemen who chiife to look down upon them 
with fcorn), are not their inferiours in any parti- 
cular which calls for and obtains juft confideration 
from the public; not their inferiours in know- 
ledge of publick law, or of the conftitution of the 
kingdom; not their inferiours in their acquaint- 
ance with its foreign and domeftick interefts; 
not their inferiours in experience or pradtice of 
bufinefs; not their inferiours in moral charadter; 
not their inferiours in the proofs they have given 
of zeal and induftry in thefervice of theircountry. 
Without de'nying to thefe gentlemen the refpedt 
and confideration which, it is allowed, juftly be- 
longs to them, we fee no reafon why they ihould 
not as well be obliged to defer fomething to our 
opinions, as that we Ihould be bound blindly and 
fervilely to follow thofe of Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Courtney, Mr. Lambton, Mr, 
Whitbread, Mr. Taylor, and others. We arc 
members of parliamentand their equals. Wenevet 
confider ourfelves as their followers. Thefe 
gentlemen (fume of them hardly born, when- feme 
of us came into parliament) have thought proper 
to treat us as deferters, as if we had been lifted 
into their phalanx like foldiers, and had fworn 
to live and die in their French principles. This 
infolent claim of fuperiority on their part, and 
of a fort of vaftalage io them ou.that of othee 

members, 
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members, is what no liberal mind will fubmifc 
to bear. 

, 49. Thefocietvof the liberty of the prefs, the 
whig club, and the foeiety for couftitutional in- 
formation, and ( J believe) the friends of the peo- 
ple, as well as fome clubs in .Scotland, have indeed 
declared, “ That their confidence in and attaeh- 
“ ment to Mr. Fox, has lately been confirmed, 

“ firengthened, and increafed by the calumnies 
“ (as they are called) againfl him.” It is true, 
Mr. Fox and his friends have thofe tefiimonies in 
their favour, againfl certain old friends of the 
Duke of Portland. Yet on a full, feuious, and I 
think difpafiionate confideration of the whole of 
what Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan and their friends 
have a6ted, laid and written, in this feftion, in- 
ftead of doing any thing which might tend to pro- 
cure power, or any fliare of it whatfoever, to them 
or to their phalanx (as they call it) or to incfeafe v 
their credit, influence, or popularity in the nation, 

I think it one of my molt ferious and important 
publick duties, in whatfoever ftation l may he 
placed for the fhort time I have to live, effectu- 
ally to employ my heft endeavours, by every pru- 
dent and every lawful means, to traverfe all their 
defigns. I have only to lament, that my abilities 
are not greater, and that my probability of life is 
not better, for the more effectual purfuit of that 
object. But I truft that neither the principles nor 

exertions 
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Exertions will die with me. I am the rather con- 
firmed in this my refolution, and in this my wi(h 
of transmitting it, becaufe every ray of hope con* 
cerning a poflible controul or mitigation of the 
•enormous mifchicfs which the principles of thefe 
gentlemen, and which their Connexions, full as 
dangerous as their principles, might receive from 
the influence of the Duke of Portland and Lord 
Fitzwilliam, on becoming their colleagues in of- 
fice, is now entirely baniflied from the mind of 
'every one living. — It is apparent, even to the 
world at large, that fo far from having a power 
to direft or to guide Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
Grey, and the reft, in any important matter, they 
have not through this feflion, been able to pre- 
vail on them to forbear or to delay, or mitigate, 
or foften any one a6t, or any one expreflion upon 
fubje&s on which they elfentially differed. 

50. Even if this hope of a poflible controul did 
exift, yet the declared opinions and the uniform 
line of conduct conformable to thofe opinions, 
purfued by Mr. Fox, rauft become a matter of fe- 
xious alarm if he fliould obtain a power either at 
court or in parliament, or in the nation at large ; 
and for this plain reafon — lie muft be the moll 
acliveand efficient member in any adminiftration 
of which lie fliall form a part. That a man, or 
fet of men, are guided by fuch not dubious, but 
delivered and avowed principles and maxims of 

policy 
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policy as to need a watch and check on them, in 
the exercife of the higheft power, ought in my 
opinion, to make every man, who is not of the 
fame principles, and guided by the fame maxims, 
a little cautious how he makes himfelf one of the 
traverfes of a ladder, to help fuch a man or fitch 
a fet of men, to climb up to the highefl authority. 
A minifter of this country is to be controlled by 
the houfe of commons. He is to be trufted, not 
controlled , by his colleagues in office ; if he were 
to be controlled, government, which ought to be 
the fource of order, would itfelf become a feene 
of anarchy. Befides, Mr. Fox is a man of an af- 
piring and commanding mind, made rather to 
controul than to be controlled, and he never will 
be, nor can be, in any adminiftration, in which 
he will be guided by any of thofe whom I have 
been accuftomed to confide in. It is abfurd to- 
think that he would or could. If his own opi- 
nions do not controul him, nothing can. When 
weconfider of an adherence to a man which leads 
to his power, we muft not only fee what the 
man is, but how he hands related. It is not to 
be forgotten that Mr. Fox acts in clofe and infe- 
parable connexion with another gentleman of 
exactly the fame defeription as himfelf, and who, 
perhaps, of the two, is the leader. The reft of the 
body ar* not a great deal more tractable ; anti 

over 
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over them if Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan have 
authority, moft aflu redly the Duke of Portland 
has not the fmalieft degree of influence. 

, 51. One muft take care, that a blind partiality 
to fome perfons, and as blind an hatred to others, 
may not enter into our minds under a colour of 
inflexible publiek principle. We hear, as a reafon 
for clinging to Mr. Fox at prefent, that nine yeai% 
ago Mr. Pitt got into power by mifchievous in- 
trigues with the court, with the diflenters, and 
with other factious people out of parliament, to the 
difcredit and weakening of the power of the houfe 
ef commons. His conduct nine years ago I ftill 
hold to be very culpable. There are, however, 
many things very culpablethat I do not know how* 
to punitfi. My opinion, on fuch matters, I muft 
fubmit to the good of the ftate, as I have done on 
other occafions ; and particularly with.regard to 
the authors and managers of the American war, 
with whom I have acted, both in offiCe.and in op- 
pofition, with great confidence and -cordiality, 
though I thought many of their acts criminal and 
impeachable. Whilft the mifconduft of Mr. Pitt 
add his alfociates was yet recent, it was not pof- 
fible to get Mr. Fox of himfelf to take a Angle 
Hep, or even to countenance others in taking any 
ftep upon the ground of that mifeondudt and 
falfe policy, though if the matters batt,l*een then 
^ taken 
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taken up and purfued, fuch a ftep could not have, 
appeared fo evidently defperate as now it is. So 
far from purfuing Mr. Pitt, I know that then, 
and for feme time after, fome of Mr. Fox’s friends 
were actually, and with no fmall earneftuefs, look- 
ing out to a coalition with that gentleman. For 
years I never heard this circumftance of Mr. Pitt’s. 
mifconduCt on that occafion mentioned by Mr. 
Fox, either in publick or in private, as a ground 
for oppofition to that minifter. All oppofition^ 
from that period to this very fefiion, has proceed-; 
fd upon the feparate meafures as they feparatejy 
arofe, without any vindictive retrofpeft to Mr. 
Pitt’s conduCt in 1784. My memory, however, 
may fail me. I muft appeal to the printed debates, 
which (fo far as Mr. Fox is concerned) are unu- 
fually accurate. > - , j 

, 52. Whatever might have been in our power,, 
at au early period, at this day I fee no remedy 
for what was done in 1 7 84. I had no great hopes, 
even at the time. I was therefore very qagei; to. 
record aremonftranceon the journals of tbehoufe.' 
of commons, as a caution againft fuch a popular 
delufion in times to come; and this I then feared,, 
and now am certain, is all that could be done. I 
l^now of no way of animadverting on the crown.* 
I know of no mode of calling to account the houfc* 
of lords, who threw out the India bill, in a way, 

not 
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not much to their credit; As little, or rather leffij 
am I able to coerce the people at large, who be-' 
haved very unwifely and intemperately on that 
occafion. Mr. Pitt was then accufed, by me as* 
well as others, of attempting to be minifter, with- 
out enjoying the confidence of the hoofe of com- 
mons, though he did enjoy the confidence of the- 
crown. That houfe of commons, whofe confi- 
dence he did not enjo}% unfortunately did not it- 
felf enjoy the confidence(thougl) we welldeferved 
it) either of the crown or of the publick. For 
want of that confidence, the then houfe of com- 
mons did not furvive the conteft. Since that pe- 
riod Mr. Pitt has enjoyed the coofidence of the 
crown, and of the lords, and of the houfe of com- 
mons , through two fucceflive parliaments ; and I 
fufpeft that he has ever fince, and that he does 
ftill, enjoy as large a portion, at leap, of the con- 
fidence of the people without doors, as his great 
rival. Before whom, then, is Mr. Pitt to be im- 
peached, and by whom ? The more I confider tho- 
rn atter, the more firmly I am convinced, that the 
idea of proferibingMr. Pitt indireftiy, when you 
cannot direftly punijh him, is as chimerical a pro- 
ject, and as unjuftifiable, as it would be to have 
proferibed Lord North. For fuppofing, that by 
indiredt ways of oppofition, by oppofition upon 
meafures which do not relate to the bufmefs oP 

1784, 
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1784, but which on other grounds might prove 
unpopular, you were to drive him from his feat, 
this would be no example whatever of punifli- 
mer.t for the matters we charge as offences in 1 784. 
On a cool and difpaflionate view of the affairs of 
this time and country, it appears obvious to me, 
that one or the other of thofe two great men, that 
is, Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox, mutt be minifter. They 
are, I am forry for it, irreconcileable. Mr. Fox’s 
conduct in this fejjion has rendered the idea of his 
power a matter of ferious alarm to many people, 
who were very little pleafed with the proceedings 
of Mr. Pitt in the beginning of his adminiftra- 
tiou. They like neither the condudt of Mr. Pitt, 
in 1784, nor that of Mr. Fox, in 1793; but they 
eftimate, which of the evils is molt prefling at the 
time, and what is likely to betheconfequericeof a 
change. If Mr. Fox be wedded, they muft be fen* 
fible, that his opinions and principles, on the now 
exifting ftate of things at home and abroad, muft 
be taken as his portion. In his train milft alfo be 
taken the whole body of gentlemen, who are 
pledged to him and to each other’ and to their 
common politicks and principles. — I believe no 
king of Great Britain everwill adopt for his con- 
fidential fervan ts, that body of gentlemen, hold i ng 
that body of principles. Even if the prefent king 
or his fucceflbr fhould think fit to take that ftep, 
I apprehend a general difeontent of thofe, who 
^ Vox.. VII. U wiflv 
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villi that this nation and that Europe thou 1<1 con* 
tinue in their prefent ftate, would enfue; a dis- 
content, which combined with the principles and 
progrefs of the new men in power, would lhake 
this kingdom to its foundations. Ido not believe 
any one political conje&ure can be more certain 
than this. 

53. Without at all defending or palliating Mr. 
Pitt’s conduft in 1784, I mull obferve, that the 
crifis of 1793, with regard to every thing at home 
and abroad, is full as important as that of 1784 
ever was; and, if for no other reafon, by being 
prefent is much more important. It is not to 
nine years ago we are to look for the danger of 
Mr. I ox’s and Mr. Sheridan’s conduct, and that, 
of the gentlemen who a& with them. It is at 
this very time, and in this very fellion, that, if they 
had not been ftrenuoufly relifted, they would not 
merely have difcredited the houle of commons 
(as Mr. Pitt did in 1784, when he perfuaded the 
king to rejedfc their advice, and to appeal from 
them to the people), but in my opinion, would, 
have been the means of wholly fubverting the 
lioufe of commons and the houfe of peers, and 
the vv’holecouftitutiou adtual and virtual, together 
viih the fafcty ant! independence of this nation, 
and the peace and fettlement of every ftate in the 
now chriftian world. It is to our opinion of the 
nature of jacobinifm, and of the probability by 
, r . corruption. 
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.corruption, fa&ion, and force, of its gaining ground 
every where, that the queftion whom and what 
you are to fupport is to be determined. For my 
part, without doubt or hefitation, I look upon ja- 
cobinifm as the moll dreadful, and the molt Ihame- 
ful evil,, which ever afflicted mankind, a thing 
which goes beyond the power of all calculation 
in its mifchief; and that if it is fuffered to exilt 
in France, we muftin England, and fpeedily too, 
fall into that calamity. , , . 

54. I figure to myfelf the purpofe of thefe gen- 
tlemen accomplilhed, and this miniftry deftroyed. 
1 fee that the perfons who in tliat cafe mult rule, 
can be no other than Mr.Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
Grey, the Marquis of Lanfdowne, LordTburlow, 
Lord Lauderdale, and the Duke of Norfolk, with 
the other chiefs of the friends of the people, the 
parliamentary reformers, and the admirers of the 
French revolution. The principal of thefe are all, 
formally pledged to their projects. If the Duke 

of Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam lliould be ad- 

' . . * « ... - . • 

mitted into that fyltem (as they might and pro- 
bably would be), it is quite certain they could not 
have the fmalleft weight in it; lefs, indeed, than 
what they now polfeis, if lefs were poffible: be- 
caul’e they would be lefs wanted thau they now 
are ; and , bqcaui’e all thole who wiihed to join 
them, and to aCt under them, have been rejected 
hy the Duke of Portland and Lord Fitzwilliam 

v 2 themfelves; 
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thcmfelves ; and Mr. Fox, finding them thus hr 
themfel vesdifarmcd, has huilt quite anew fabrick, 
upon quite a new foundation. There is no trifling 
on this fubjeft. Wefee Very diftinctly heforeusthe 
inihiflry that would be formed, and the plan that 
would he purfued. If we like the plan, we nmft 
with the power of thofe who are to carry it into 
execution ; but to purfue the political exaltation 
of thofe whofe political meafure3 we difapprovc, 
and wflofe principles we diflent from, is a fpecies 
of modern politicks not eafily comprehenfible, 
and which' mult end in' the ruin of the country, 
if it flioulil cohtinue and fpread. Mr. Pitt may 
be the worfli of men, and Mr. Fox may be the 
befi; ‘ but, prefent, the former is in the ilitereft 
of bis couiitry, and of the order of things long 
eftablifted in Europe: Mr. Fox is not. 1 have, 
for one, been born in this order of things, and 
would fain* die in it. I am fure it is fufficieht to 
make meh as virtuous, as happy, and as knowing 
as any thihg* which Mr. F6x, and his friends abroad 
or at borne, Would fubftitute in its place 1 ; and I 
ihould ‘be ferry that any fet of politicians (hould 
obtain po^er in England, whofe principles or 
fcheniesihOuld lead them to countenance perfons 
or fa&ions whofe obje6l is to introdhee fome new 
devifed order of things into England, or to fup- 
port that order rvliere it is already introduced, in 
France ; a place, in which if it can he fixed, in 
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my mind, it muft have a certain and decided in- 
fluence in and upon this kingdom. This is my 
account of my conduct to my private friends. 1 
have already laid all I wilh to fay, or nearly fo, to 
the publick. I write this with pain, and with a 
heart full of grief ! 
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PREFACE, 

8fc. fyc. 

T HE French revolution has been the fubjedl 
of various fpeculations, and various hiitories. 
As might beexpedted. the royalifts and the repub- 
licans have differed a good deal in their accounts 
of the principles of that revolution, of the fprings 
which have fetit in motion, and of the true cha- 
rafter of thofe who have been, or ftill are, the 
principal adfors on that aftonifhmg fcene. 

They who are inclined to think favourably of 
that event, will undoubtedly obje&to every hate 
of fadts which comes only from the authority of a 
royalifl. Thus much muft be allowed by thofe 
who are the moft firmly attached to the caufe of 
religion, law, and order (/or of fuch, and not of 
friends to defpotifin, the royal party is compofed) 
that their very affection to this generous and man ly 
caufe, and their abhorrence of a revolution, not 
lefs fatal to liberty than to government, may pof- 
fibly lead them in fome particulars to a more harlh 
reprefentation of the proceedings of their advei Ca- 
ries, than would be allowed by the cold neutrality 
of an impartial judge, This fort of errour ariles 
from a fource highly laudable ; butt^he exadtnefs. 
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of truth may futfer even from the feelings of vir- 
tue. Hiftory will do juftice to the intentions of 
worthy men; but it will be on its guard againft 
their infirmities; it will examine with great ftrift- 
nefs of fcrutiny, whatever appears from a writer 
in favour of his own caufe. On the other hand, 
■whatever efcapes him, and makes agaihft that 
canle, comes with the greateft weight. 

In this important controverfy, the tranflator of 
the following work brings forward to the Englilh 
tribunal of opinion, the teftimonyof a witnefs be- 
yond all excqrtion. His competence is undoubted. 
He knows every thingf which concerns this revo- 
lution to the bottom. He is a chief aftor in all the 
fcenes which he prefents. No man can object to 
him asaroyalrft: the royal party, and the Cbrif- 
tian religion, neverhad a more determined enemy. 
In a word it is Brussor. — It isBrifi’ot the repub- 
lican, the jacobin, and the philofopber, who is 
brought to give an account of jacobinifm, and 
of republican tin, and of philolbphy. 

It is worthy of obfer vat’ron, that this hisaccouat 
cf the genius of jacobinifm, and its efieets, is not 
Confined to the period in which that faction came 
to be divided within itfelf. In feveral, and thofe 
very important particulars, Briffot’s obfervatimvs 
apply to the whole of the preceding period, before 
the great fchifm, and whilit tire jacobins acted as 
erne body; iafomuch, that the far greater part of 

the 
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the proceedings of the ruling powers, fmce the 
commencement of the revolution in France, fo 
itrikingly painted, fo ftrongly and fo juftly repro- 
bated by Brilfot, were the a&s of Brilfot himfelf 
and his atfociates. All the members of the G iron- 
din fubdivifion wereas deeply concerned as any of 
the Mountain could potTibly be, and foineofthem 
much more deeply, in thofe horrid trail factions 
which have filled all the thinking part of Europe 
with the greateft deteftation, and with the moft 
ferious apprehensions for the common liberty 
and fafety. 

A queftion will very naturally be alked, what 
could induce Brilfot to draw fuch a picture? He 
muft have been fcnfible it was his own. The an- 
fwer is-— the inducement rvas the fame with that 
which led him to partake in the perpetration of all 
the crimes, the calamitous effects of u'hich he de- 
feribes with the pen of a mailer — ambition. Ilis 
faCtion having obtained their ftupendous and un- 
natural power, by rooting out of the minds of his 
unhappy countrymen every principle of religion, 
morality, loyalty, fidelity, and honour, difeovered, 
that when authority came into their hands, it 
would be a matter of no fmall difficulty for them 
to carry on government on the principles by which 
they had deftroyed it. 

The rights of men, and the new principles of lt>- 
berty and equality,were very unhandy inllruments 

tbr 
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for thofe who wi/hed to efrablifli a fyftem of 
tranquillity and order. They who were taught to 
find nothing to refpect in the title and the virtues 
of Louis the fifteenth, a prince fucceeding to the 
throne by the fundamental laws, in the line of 
a fucceffion of monarchs continued for fourteen 
hundred years, found nothing which could bind 
them to an implicit fidelity, and dutiful allegiance 
to Meff. BrifiTot, Vergniaux, Coodorcet, Ana- 
charfis Cloots, and Thomas Paine. 

lathis difficulty, they did as well as they could. 
To govern the people, they muft incline the people 
to obey. The work wasdifficult,but it wasnecef- 
fary. They were to accompli (h it by fuch materials 
and by fuch inftruments as they had in their hands. 
They were to accomplilh the purpofes of order, 
morality, and fubmiflion to the laws, from the 
principles of atheifm, profligacy, and fedition. Ill 
as the difguife became them, they began to affume 
the mafk of an aufrere and rigid virtue; they ex- 
hausted all the ftores of their eloquence (which in 
fomeof them were not inconfiderable) in declama- 
tions againft tumult and confufion ; they made 
daily harangues on the blefiings of order, difei- 
pline, quiet, and obedience to authority; they 
even (hewed fome fort of difpofition to protect fuch 
pfoperty as had not been confiscated. They, w ho 
on every occafion had di (covered a fort of furious 
tbd'fl °* blood, and a greedy appetite for daughter, 
to who 



Digitized by Google 




ADDRESS TO HI* CONSTITUENTS. 301 
who avowed and gloried in the murders and 
maflacres of the fourteenth of July, of the fifth 
and fixth of October, and of the tenth of Auguft, 
now began to be fqueamifli and faftidious with 
regard to thofe of the fecond of September. 

In their pretended fcruples on the fequel of the 
{laughter of the tenth of Auguft, they impofed 
upon no living creature, and they obtained notthe 
fmalleft credit for humanity. They endeavoured 
to eftablifh a diftin&ion, by the belief of which 
they hoped to keep the fpirit of murder fafely 
bottled up, and fealed for their own purpofef, 
without endangering themfelves by the fumes of 
•thepoifon which they prepared for their enemies. 

Roland was the chief and the moft accredited 
of the faction : — His morals had furniflied little 
matter of exception againft him ; — old, domeltick, 
and uxorious, he led a private life fufticiently 
blamelefs. He was therefore fet up as the Cato 
of the republican party, which did not abound 
in fuch characters. 

This man like moft of the chiefs, was the mana- 
ger of a newfpaper, in which he promoted the in- 
tereft of his party. He was a fatal prefent made 
by the revolutionifts, to the unhappy king, as one 
of his minifters under the new conftitution. 
Amongft his colleagues were Claviere and Servan. 
All the three have fmee that time, eitheir loft their 
Jieads by the axe of their affo dates iu rebellion, or’ 

to 
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to evade their own revolutionary juftice have 
fallen by their own hands. 

Thefe minifters were regarded by the king as in 
a confpiracy to dethrone him. Nobody who con- 
fiders the circumftances which preceded the 
depofition of Louis the fixteenth; nobody who 
attends to the fubfequent condudt of thofe 
minifters, can hefitate about the reality of fuch a 
confpiracy. The king certainly had no doubt 
of it ; he found himfelf obliged to remove them ; 
and the neceftitv which firft obliged him to 
choofe fuch regicide minifters, conftrained him 

, f • f . 

to replace them by Dumourier the Jacobin, and 
fome others. of little efficiency, though of abetter 
defcriptiou. 

A little before this removal, and evidently as a 
part of the confpiracy, Roland put into the king’s 
hands as a memorial, the moft infolent, feditious, 

' j,. 1 10 1'i ‘ ' 7 • 

and atrocious libel, that has probably ever been 
penned. This paper Roland a few days after deli- 
vered to the National Affemblv,* who' inftantly 
publifhedand difperfed it over all France; and in 
order to give it the ftronger operation they declar- 
ed. that he and his brother minifters had carried 
with them the regret of the nation. None of the" 
writings which have inflamed the jacobin fpiritto 
a favage fury, ever worked up a fiercer ferment 

' \ " .... * . . s'*, r. . ' 

* Prefsnted to the king June 13, delivered to him the pre-. 
ceding Monday. — Tranj.ator. " ,, y 'f { 

through 
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through the whole mafs of the republicans in 
every part of France. 

Under the thin veil of predi&ion, heftrongly 
recommends all the abominable practices which 
afterwards followed. In particular he inflamed the 
minds of the populace againft the refpettable and 
confcientious clergy, who became the chief obje&s 
of the maffacre, and who were to him the chief 
objects of a malignity arid rancour that one 
could hardly think to exift in an human heart. 

We have the relicks of his fanatical perfecution 
here. We are in a condition to judge of the me- 
rits of the perfecutors and of the perfecuted — I do 
not fay the accufcrs and accufed; becaufe in all 
the furious declamations of the atheiftick faftion 
againft thefe men, notonefpecifick charge has been 
made upon any one perfon of thofe who fuffered 
in their maffacre, or by their decree of exile. 

The king had declared that he would fooner 
perifh under their axe (he too well faw what was 
preparing for him) than give his fan&ion to the 
iniquitous a6t of profcription, under which thofe 
innocent people were to be tranfported. 

On this profcription of the clergy, a principal 
partof theoftenfible quarrel between the king and 
thofe minifters, had turned. From the time of 
the authorized publication of this libel, fomeofthe 
manoeuvres long and uniformly purfued for the 

> 1 • * 
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king’s depofition became more and more evident 
and declared. 

The tenth of Auguft came on, and in the man- 
ner in which Roland had predicted; it was fol- 
lowed by the fame confequences — The king was 
depofed, after cruel malfacres, in the courts and 
the apartments of his palace, and in almoft all 
parts of the city. In reward of his treafon to ' 
his old mafter, Roland was by his new mailers 
named minifler of the home department. 

The malfacres of the fecond of September were 
begotten by the malfacres of the tenth of Auguft. 
They were univerfally forefeen and hourly ex- 
petted. During this lliort interval between the 
two murderous fcenes,the furies, male and female, 
cried out havock as loudly and as fiercely as ever. 
The ordinary jails were all filled with prepared 
victims; and when they overflowed, churcheswere 
turned into jails. At this time the relentlefs Ro. 
land had the care of the general police; he had 
for his colleague the bloody Danton, who was mi- 
nifter of juftice: — the infidious Petion was mayor 
of Paris- — the treacherous Manuel was procurator 
of the Common-hall. The magiftrates (fome or ' 
all of them) were evidently the authors of this 1 
mafiacre. Left the national guards Ihould, by theif' 
very name, be reminded of their duty inprelerving 
the lives of their fellow citizens, the common 

council 
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council of Paris, pretending that it was in vain 
to think of refilling the murderers (although in 
truth neither their numbers nor tneir arms were 
at all formidable) obliged thole guards to draw 
the charges from their nuifquets, and took away 
their bayonets. One of their journalifts, and 
according to their faihion, one of their leading 
(latefmen, Gorfis, mentions this fact in his newf- 
paper, which he formerly called the Galley 
Journal. The title w r as well fuited to the paper 
and its author. For fome felonies he had been 
fentenccd to the gallies; but by the benignity 
of the late king, this felon (to be one day ad- 
vanced to the rank of a regicide) had been par- 
doned and releafed at the interceflion of the am- 
balfadors of Tippoo Sultan. Mis gratitude was l'uch 
as might naturally have been expected ; and it has 
lately been rewarded as it di lerved. This libe- 
rated galley-flave was railed, in mockery of all 
criminal law', to be minifter of juftice: he became 
from his elevation a more confpicuous object of 
accufation, and he has fince received the punilh- 
ment of his former crimes in profcription and 
death. 

It will be alked, how the minifter of the home 
department was employed at this crilis ? The day 
afterthe malfacre had commenced Roland appear- 
ed, but not with the powerful apparatus of a pro- 
tecting magiftrate, to refcue tbofe who had fur- 
vived the daughter of the firft day: nothing of 
Vol. VII. X this. 
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ibis. On the third of September (that is the day 
after the commencement of the mafiacre)* he 
writes a long, elaborate, verbofe epiftle to the 
afiembly, in which, after magnifying, according 
to the bon ton of the revolution, his own inte- 
grity, humanity, courage, and patriotifm, be fir ft 
direftly juftifies all the bloody proceedings of the 
tenth of Aujnjft. He coufiders the (laughter of 
that day as a neceflary meafure for defeating a 
confpiracy, which (with a full knowledge of the 
falfehood of his afiertion) he afierts to have been 
formed for a mafiacre of the people of Paris, and 
which he more than infinuates, was the work of 
his late unhappy mafter, who was univerfally 
known to carry his dread of (bedding the blood 
of his mod guilty fubje&s to an excefs. 

“ Without the day of the tenth,” fays he, “ it 
“ is evident that we fliould have been loft. The 
“ court, prepared for a long time, waited for the 
“ hour which was to accumulate all treafons, to 
“ difplay over Paris the ftandard of death, and to 
“ reign there by terrour. The fenfe of the people 
“ (le fentiment) always juft and ready when their 
“ opinion is not corrupted, forefaw the epoch 
“ marked for their deftruction, and rendered it 
“ fatal to the confpirators.” He then proceeds, in 
the cant which has been applied to palliate all their 
atrocities from the fourteenth of J uly, 1 789, to the 

• Letter to the National Aflembly, figned — The Minijler of tlx 
interior, ROLAND, dated Paris, bept. 3d, 4 th year of Liberty. 

prefen t 
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prefentlime; — •“ It is in the nature of tilings,” 
continues lie “ ami in that of the human heart, 
“ that victory lliould bring with it fame excefs. 
“ The fea, agitated by a violent l'torm, roars tong 
“ after the tenipeft ; but every thing has bounds, 
“ which ought at length to be obferved.” 

In this memorable epiftle, he eonfiders fucli e.v- 
cejfes as fatalities anting from the very nature of 
tilings, and confequently not to be puniihed. He 
allows a fpace of time for the duration of tliefe 
agitations; and left lie ihnuld be thought rigid 
and too fcanty in his meafure, he thinks it may 
be long. But he would have things to ceafe at 
length. But when, and where?* — When they may 
approach his own perfon. 

“ Yejlerday fays he, “the Minifters •were de- 
u jiauHced : vaguely indeed as to the matter, be- 
“ caufe fubjeds of reproach were wanting; but 
“ with that warmth and force of afiertion, which 
“ ftrike the imagination and ftduce it for a 
moment, and which mi (lead and deftroy con- 
“ fidence, without which no man Ihould remain 
“ in place in a free government. Ytjlerday, 
“ again, in an affembly of the prelidents of all 
“ the fedions, convoked by the minifters, with a 
“ view of conciliating all minds, and of mutual 
“ explanation, I perceived that dijlrufl which 
“ fufpecls, interrogates, and fetters operations." 
In this manner (that is, in mutual lufpicious and 
x 2 interrogatories) 
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interrogatories) this virtuous miniftcr of the home 
department, and all the magiftracy of Paris, fpent 
the firft day of the maffacre, the atrocity of which 
has fpread horrour and alarm throughout Europe. 
It does not appear that the putting a ftop to the 
mafiacre, had any part in the object of their meet- 
ing, or in their confultations when they were met. 
Here was a minifter tremblingly alive to his own 
fafety, dead to that of his fellow citizens, eager to 
preferve his place, and worfethanindiiFerentabout 
its moft important duties. Speakingofthe people, 
he fays, “ that their hidden enemies may make 
“ ufe of this agitation ,” (the tender appellation 
which he give to horrid maffacre) “to hurt their 
“ bejl friends, and their moji able defenders. Al- 
“ ready the example begins; let -it reft rain and 
“ arreft a jujl rage. Indignation carried to its 
“ height commences proferiptions which fall only 
“ on the guilty, hut in which errour and particular 
w pafiions may fliortly involve the honeji man." 

He law that the able artificers in the trade and 
tnyftery of murder did not chufe that their (kill 
Ihould be unemployed after their firft work; and 
that they were full as ready to cut off their rivals 
as their enemies. This gave him one alarm, that 
was ferious. This letter of Roland in every part 
of it lets out the fecret of all the parties in this re- 
volution. Plena rimarum ejl ; hac, atque iliac 
perfluit. We fee that none of them condemn the 

occafionaj 
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occafional pra&ice of murder; provided it is pro- 
perly applied; provided it is kept within the 
bounds, which each of thofe parties think proper 
to preferibe. In this cafe Roland feared, that 
if what was occafionally ufeful, fhould become 
habitual, the practice might go further than was 
convenient. It might involve the bed friends 
of the lad revolution, as it had done the heroes of 
the fird revolution : he feared that it would not 
he confined to the La Fayettes and Clermont- 
Tonnerres, the Duponts and Barnaves, but that it 
might extend to the Brilfots and Vergniauxs, to 
the Condorcets, the Petions, and to himfelf. 
Under this apprehenfion there is no doubt that 
his humane feelings were altogether unaft’e&ed. 

His obfervations on the maflacre of the preced- 
ing day are fuch as cannot be pafi’ed over: — “ Yef- 
“ terday,'’ faidhe, “was a day upon the events of 
“ which it is perhaps necefi’ary to leave a veil; I 
“ know that the people with their vengeance 
“ mingled a fort of jujlice ; they did not take for 
“ victims all who prefented themfelves to their 
“ fury; they di reded it to them who had for a 
“ long time been fpared by the J word of the taw, 
“ and who they believed, from the peril of cir- 
“ cumdances, ihould be facrificed without delay. 
“ But I know that it is eafv to villains and 
“ traitors to mifreprefent this ejfervefcence, and 
“ that it muft be checked : I know that we owe 

x 3 “to 
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“ to all France the declaration, that the ere- 
“ entire power could not forefee or prevent this 
“ excefs. 1 know that it is due to the confti- 
“ tuted authorities to place a limit to it, or con- 
“ fuler themfelves as aboliihed.” 

In the midft of this carnage he thinks of no- 
thing but throwing a veil over it ; which was at 
once to cover the guilty from punithment, and to 
extinguilh all compaffion for the fufferers. He 
apologizes for it ; in faft, he juftifies it. He who 
(as the reader has juft feen in what is ([noted from 
thijs letter) feels fo much indignation at “vague 
“ denunciations’’ when made againft himfelf, and 
from which he then feared nothing more than the 
fubverfion of his power, is not afhamed to con- 
ftder the charge of a confpiracy to mafia ere the 
Parifians brought againft his maftcr upon denun- 
ciations as vague as poflible, or rather upon no de- 
nunciations, as a perfect j unification of the mon- 
ftrous proceedings againfthim. Heisnotalhamed 
to call the murder of the unhappy priefts in the 
Cannes , who were under no criminal denunciation 
whatfoever, “ a vengeance mingled with a fort of 
jujliee heobferves that “ they had been a long 
time fpared by the lword of the law,” and calls 
by anticipation all thole who (liould reprefent this 
“ ef/errefeence'’ in other colours, villains and trai- 
tors : he did not then forefee, how loon himfelf 
and his accomplices would be under the ueceflity 

of 
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t>f afluming the pretended character of this new 
fort of “villain/ and trtafon," In the hope of obli- 
terating the memory of their former real villani ex 
and treafons : — he did not forefee, that in the 
courfe of fix months a formal manifefio on the 
part of himfelf and his faction, written by his 
confederate Brifl'ot, was to reprefent this “ eff'er- 
ve fence" as -mother “ St. Bartholomew and 
fpeak of it as “ having made humanity Jhudder, 
and fullied the revolution for ever."* 

It is very remarkable that he takes upon himfelf 
to know the motives of the affafiins, their policy, 
and even what they “ believed.” How could this 
be if lie had no connexion with them? -He praifes 
the murderers for not having taken as yet all the 
lives of thofe who had, as he calls it, “ p re fen ted 
thenifelves as victims to their fury.” He paints the 
miferable prifoners who had been forcibly piled 
uponone another in thechurch of the Carmelites, 
by his faction, as prefenting them/elves as victims 
to their fury ; as if death was their choice ; or, 
(allowing ‘the idiom of his language to make 
th is equivocal) as if they were by fome accident 
prefented to the fury of dieir aflaflins: whereas 
lie knew, that the leaders of the murderers fought 
thefe pure and innocent victims in the places 
where they had depofited them, and were fure to 
find them. The very feleftion. which he praifes 
as a fort of jujlice tempering their fury, proves 
* See p. 12, and p. 13, of this tranilation. 

x 4 beyond 
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beyond a doubt, the forefight, deliberation, and 
method with which this malfacre was made. 
He knew that circumftance on the very day of 
the commencement of the mafiacres, when, in 
all probability, he had begun this letter, for he 
prefented it to the Aflembly on the very next. 

Whilft, however, he defends thefe afts, he is 
confcious that they will appear in another light 
to the w'orld. He therefore acquits the ex- 
ecutive power, that is, he acquits himfelf (but 
only by his own afiertion) of thofe aCls “of 
vengeance mired with a fort of jujlice ,” “ as 
an evcefs which he could neither forefee nor 
prevent.” He could not, he lays, forefee thefe 
a&s; when he tells us, the people of Paris had 
fagacity fo well to forefee the deligns of the 
court on the tenth of Auguft; to forefee them 
fo well, as to mark the precife epoch on which 
they were to be executed, and to contrive to anti- 
cipate them on the very day : he could not fore- 
fee thefe events, though he declares in this very 
letter that victory mujl bring with it fome excefs; 
— “ that the fea roars long after the temped.” So 
far as to his forefight. As to his difpofition to 
prevent, if he had forefeeti the malfacres of that 
day ; this will be judged by his care in putting a 
ftop to the malfacre then going on. This was no 
matter of forefight. He w'as in the very midft of 
it. He does not fo much as pretend, that he had 
ufed any force to put a ftop to it. But if he had 

ufed 
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ufed any, the fanCtion given under his hand, to a 
fort of juftice in the murderers, was enough to 
difarm the protecting force. 

That approbation of what they had already done, 
had its natural effeCt on the executive affaflins, 
then in the paroxyfm of their fury, as well as on 
their employers, then in the midft of the execution 
of their deliberate cold-blooded fvftem of murder, 
lie did not at all differ from either of them in the 
principle of thofe executions, but only in the time 
of their duration; and that only asitafteCfed him- 
felf. This, though to him a great eonfideration, 
was none to his confederates, who were at the fame 
time his rivals. They were encouraged to accom- 
pli ih the work they had in hand. They did ac- 
complilh it; and whilft this grave moral epiftle 
from a i>raveminifter, recommending- a ceft’ation of 
their work of “ vengeance mingled with a fort of 
juftice” was before a grave alfembly, the authors 
of the maffacres proceeded without interruption in 
their bufmefs for four days together; that is, until 
the feventhof that, month, anduntil allthe victims 
of the firft profcription in Paris and at Verfailles, 
and feveral other places, were immolated at the 
fhrine of the grim Moloch of liberty and equality. 
All the prlefts, all the loyal ifts, all the firft effayifts 
and novices of revolution in 1789, that could be 
found, were promifcuoufly put to death. 

Through the whole of this long letter of Roland, 

it 
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it is curious to remark how the nerve and vigour 
of his ftyie, which had fpoken fo potently to his 
fovereign, is relaxed, when he add relies himfelf to 
the fans-culottes; how that ftrength and dexterity 
of arm, with which he parries and beats down the 
feepter, is enfeebled and loft, when he comes to 
fence with the poignard ! When he fpeaks to the 
populace he can no longer be direct. The whole 
compafs of the language is tried to find fynonimes 
and circumlocutions for mafiacre and murder. 
Things are never called bv their common names. 
Maflaci e is fometimes agitation , fometimes effer- 
vefcence, fometimes except ; fometimes too conti- 
nued an exercife of a revolutionary pou er. 

However, after what had palfed had been praifed, 

orexcufed, orpardoned, hedeclares loudly againft 

fuch proceedings \n future. Crimes had pioneered 

and made fmooth the way for the march of the 

virtues; and from that time order and juflice, and 

a facred regard for perfonal property, were to 

become the rules for the new democracy. Here 

»/ 

Roland and the BrifTotins leagued for their own 
preservation, by endeavouring to preferve peace. 
This lliort ftory will render many of the parts of 
Briffot's pamphlet, in which Roland’s views and 
intentions are fo often alluded to, the more intelli- 
gible in themfelves, and the more ufeful in their 
application by the Knglilh reader. 

Under the cover of thefe artifices, Roland, Briflot, 

and 
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ami their party hoped to gain the bankers, mer-* 
chants, fubftantial tradefinen, hoarders of aflig- 
nats, and purchafersof theconfifcated landsof the 
clergy and gentry, to join with their party, as lidd- 
ing out fonie fort of fecurity to the effects which 
they poileffed, whether thefe effects were the ac- 
quifitions of fair commerce, or the gains of jobbing' 
in the misfortunes of their country, and the 
plunder of their fellow citizens. In thisdefign the 
party of Roland and Brilfot fucceeded in a great 
degree. They obtained a majority in the National 
Convention. Compofed however as that Afi’embly 
is, their majority was far from flead v : but whillt 
they appeared to gain the Convention, and many 
of the outlying departments, they loft the city of 
Paris entirely and irrecoverably; it was fallen into 
the hands of Marat, Robefpierre, and Danton. 
Thei r inftruments were th cfuns-culot tes, or rabble, 
who domineered in that capital, and were wholly 
at the devotion of thofe incendiaries, and received 
their daily pay. The people of property were of no 
confequence, and trembled before Marat and his 
janilfaries. As that great man had not obtained the 
helm of the ftate, it was not yet come to his turn to 
adt the part of Brilfot anti his friends, in the aifer- 
tionoffubordinationand regular government. But 
Robefpierre has furvived both thele rival chiefs,, 
and is now the great patron of Jacobin order. 

Ta 
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To balance the exorbitant power of Paris, (which 
threatened to leave nothing to the National Con- 
vention, but a charabler as insignificant as that 
which the firfl affembly had aligned to the un- 
happy Louis the Sixteenth) the fadtion of Briflot, 
whofe leaders were Roland, Petion, Yergniaux, 
Ifnard,Condorcet, 8cc.8cc.8cc. applied themfelves 
to gain the great commercial towns, Lyons, Mar- 
feillcs, Rouen, Nantz, and Bourdeaux. The re- 
publicans of the Brifibtin description, to whom the 
concealed royaliils, ftill very numerous, joined 
themfelves, obtained a temporary fuperiority in 
thcfe places. In Bourdeaux, on account of the 
activity and eloquence of fome of its reprefenta- 
tives, this fuperiority was the moft diftinguilhed. 
■J'bis laft city is feated on the Garonne, orGironde; 
and being the centre of a department named from 
that river, the appellation of Girondilts was given 
to the whole party. Thefe and lbme other towns 
declared (Iron gly againft the principles of anarchy; 
^tid again!] thedefpotil’m of Paris. N umerous ad- 
d relies were fent to the Convention, promifing to 
maintain its authority, which the addreifers were 
pleafed to confider as legal and conftitutional, 
though chofen, not to compofc an executive go- 
vernment, hut to form a plan for a conftitution. . 

In the Convention measures were taken to ob- 
faiuan armed force from the feveral departments to 

maintain 
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maintain the freedom of that body, and to pro- 
vide for the perfonal fafety of the members; 
neither of which, from the fourteenth of July, 
1789, to this hour, have been really enjoyed by 
their aflemblies fitting under any denomination. 

This fcheme, which waswell conceived, had not 
the defired fuceefs. Paris, from which the Conven- 
tion did not dare to move, though feme threats of 
fuch a departure were from time to time thrown 
out, was too powerful for the party of the Gironde. 
Some of the propofed guards, but neither with 
regularity nor in force, did indeed arrive; they 
were debauched as faft as they came; or were 
fent to the frontiers. The game played by the 
revolutionifts in 1789, with refpeft to the French 
guards of the unhappy king, was now played 
againft the departmental guards, called together 
for the protettion of the revolutionifts. Every 
part of their own policy comes round, and ftrikes 
at their own power and their own lives. 

The Parifians, on their part, were not flow in 
taking the alarm. They had juft reafon to appre- 
hend, that if they permitted the fmalleft delay, 
they fliould feethemfel ves befieged by an army col- 
lected from all parts of France. Violent threats 
were thrown out againft that city in the atfembly. 
Its total deftru&ion was menaced. A very re- 
markable expreflion was ufed in thefe debates, 

“ that 
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that in future times it might be inquired, on. 
“ what part of the Seine Paris had ftood.” The 
fueiion which ruled in Paris, too bold to be inti- 
midated, and too vigilant to he furprifed, infiantly 
armed thcmfelves. In their turn they accufed 
the Girondifts of a treafonable defign to break 
the republick one and indhijible ^ whofe unity they 
contended could only hepreferved by the fupre- 
macy of Paris) into a number of confederate 
commonwealths. The Girondin faction on this 
account received alfo the name of federalifts. 

Things on both fides battened fait to extremi- 
ties. Paris, the mother of equal ity, washerfelf to 
be equalifed. Matters were come to this alterna- 
tive; either that city muft he reduced to a mere 
member of the federative republick, or, the Con- 
vention, cliofen, as they faid, by all France, was 
to be brought regularly and iyftematicaliy under 
the domini jn of the common-hall, and even of 
any one of the fe&ions of Paris. 

In this awful conteft, thus brought to iifue, the. 
great mother club of the jacobins was entirely in 
the Parilian intereft. The Girondins no longer 

O 

dared to (hew their faces in that alfembly. Nine 
tenths at lea ft of the jacobin clubs throughout 
France, adhered to the great patriarchal jaco- 
biniere of Paris, to which they were (to ufe their 
own term) affiliated. Noauthority of magifhacy, 

judicial 



Digitized by Google 




ADDRESS TO HIS CONSTITUENTS. 319 

judicial or executive, had the lead weight, when- 
ever thefeclubs chofe to interfere; and they cliofe 
to interfere in every thing, and on every occa- 
fion. All hope of gaining them to the fupport of 
property, or to the acknowledgement of any 
iaw but their own will, was evidently vain, and 
hopelefs. Nothing but an armed infurredtion 
againft their anarchical authority, could anfwer 
the purpofe of the Girondins. Anarchy was to be 
cured bv rebellion, as it had been caufed bv it. 

Asa preliminary to this attempt on the jacobins \ 

and the commons of Paris, which it was hoped 
would be fupported by all the remaining property 
of France, itbecameabfoluteiy necefiary toprepare 
amanifefto, laying before the publick the whole 
policy, genius, charaftcr, and conduct of the parti- 
fansof club government. To makethis expofition 
as fully and clearly as it ought to be made, it was 
of the fame unavoidable neceffity to go through a 
ferics of tranfaftions, in whichall thofe concerned 
in this revolution, were at the feveral periods of 
their activity, deeply involved. In confequence 
of this defign, and under thefe difficulties, Brifiot 
prepared the following eelarati on of his party, 
which he executed with no fmall ability ; and 
in this manner the whole myftery of the French 
revolution was laid open in all its parts. 

It is almoft needlefs to mention to the reader 

the 
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the fate of the defign to which this pamphlet was 
tobefubfervient The jacobins of Paris were move 
prompt than their aclverfaries. They were the 
readied to refort to what La Fayette calls the in oft 
facrcd of all duties, that oj in fur rect ion. Another 
sera of holy infurre&ion, commenced the thirty- 
fird of lad May. As the fird fruits of that in- 
furre&ion grafted on infurre&ion, and of that 
rebellion improving upon rebellion, the fiiered 
irrefponfible chara6ler of the members of the 
Convention was laughed to fcorn. They had 
themfelves diewn in their proceedings againd the 
late king, how little the mod fixed principles are 
to be relied upon, in their revolutionary confti- 
tution. The members of the Girondin party in 
the Convention, were feized upon or obliged to 
fave themfelves by flight. The unhappy author of 
this piece, with twenty of his affociutes, differed 
•together on the fcaffold, after atrial, the iniquity 
of which puts all defeription to defiance. 

The Englifli reader will draw from this work of 
Brifl’ot, and from the refult of the lad druggies of 
this party, fome ufeful lefibns. lie w HI be enabled 
to judgeof the information of tbofe, whohaveun- 
dertaken to guide and enlighten us, and who, for 
reafons bed known to themfelves, have chofen to 
paint the French revolution and its confequcnces 
in brilliant and flattering colours. — They will 
to know 
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know how to appreciate the liberty of France, 
which has been fo much magnified in England. 
They will do juftice to the wifdom, and goodnefa 
of their lovereign and his parliament, who have 
put them in a ftate of defenfce, in the war auda- 
cioufly made upon us, in favour of that kind of 
liberty. When we fee (as here we muft fee) in 
their true colours, the character and policy of our 
enemies, our gratitude will become an aftive prin- 
ciple. It will produce a thong and zealous co- 
operation with the efforts of our government, in 
favour of a conftitution under which we enjoy 
advantages, the full value of which, the querulous 
weaknefs of human nature requires fometimes 
the opportunity of a comparifon, to underhand 
and to relifh. 

Our confidence in thofe who watch for the 
publick will not be leffened. We fliall be fenfible 
that to alarm us in the late circumftances of our 
affairs, was not for our molcftation, but for our 
fecurity. We fliall be fenfible that this alarm was 
not ill-timed — and that it ought to have been 
given, as it was given, before the enemy had time 
fully to mature and accomplifh their plans, for 
reducing us to the condition of France, as that 
condition is faithfully and without exaggeration 
defcribed in the following work. We now have 
our arms in our hands; \vc have the means of 

Vol. VII, Y oppofing 
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oppofing the fenfe,the courage, and the refource* 
of England, to the deepeft, the moft craftily 
devifed, the bell combined, and the moft exten- 
five defign, that ever was carried on fince the 
beginning of the world, againft all property, all 
order, all religion, all larf, and all real freedom. 

The reader is requefted to attend to the part of 
this pamphlet which relates to the conduct of the 
Jacobi ns, with regard to the Auftrian Netherlands, 
which they call Belgia, or Belgium. It is from 
page feventy-two to page eighty-four of this 
tranflation. Here the views and defigns upon 
all their neighbours are fully difplaved. Here 
the whole myftery of their ferocious politicks is 
laid open with the utmoft clearnefs. Here the 
manner in which they would treat every nation, 
into which they could introduce their doctrines 
and influence, is diftinCtlv marked. We fee that 
no nation was out of danger, and we fee what 
the danger was with which every nation was 
threatened. The writer of this pamphlet throws 
the blame of feveral of the moft violent of the 
proceedings on the other party. He and his 
friends, at the time alluded to, had a majority in 
the National Affembly. lie admits that neither 
he nor they ever publickly oppofed thefe meafures ; 
but he attributes their filence, to a fear of ren- 
dering themfelves fufpefted. It is moft certain, 

that 
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that whether from fear, or from approbation, 
they never difcovered any diflike of thofe pro-s 
ceedings, till Dumourier was driven from the 
Netherlands. But whatever their motive was, 
it is plain that the moft violent is, and fince the 
revolution has always been, the predominant 
party. 

If Europe could not be faved without our in- 
terpolation, (moft certainly it could not) I amfure 
there is notan Englifhman, who would not blulh 
to be left out of the general effort made in favour 
of the general fafety. But we are not fecondary 
parties in this war ; we are principals in the 
danger , and ought to be principals in the exertion. 
If any Englilhman afks whether the defigns of 
the French affaflins are confined to the fpot of 
Europe which they a6tually defolate, the citizen 
Brilfot, the author of this book, and the author 
of the declaration of war againft England, wilL 
give him bis anfwer. He will find in this book, 
that the republicans are divided into factions, 
full of the moft furious and deftrufiive animofity 
againft each other : but he will find alfo that 
there is one point in which they perfe&ly agree 
— that they are all enemies alike, to the govern, 
merit of all other nations, and only contend with 
each other about the means of propagating their 
tenets, and extending their empire by conqueft. 

Y 2 It 
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It is trjie, that in this prefent work, which the 
author profefiedly defigned for an appeal to- 
foreign nations and pofterity; he has drefled up 
the philofophy of his own faftion in as decent 
a garb as he could td make her appearance in. 
publick; but through every dilguife her hideous 
figure may be diftinflly feen. If, however, the 
reader ftill willies to fee her in all her naked 
deformity, I would further refer him to a private 
letter of Briffot written towards the end of the 
lafi year, and quoted in a late very able pamphlet 
of Mallat du Pan. “ We mult,” (fays our philo- 
fopher) “Jet fire to the jour corners of Europe;'’ 
in that alone is our fafety. “ Dumourier cannot 
“ flit us. I always diftrufted him. Miranda is- 
“ the general for us : he uuderftands the reco- 
“ lutiouari / power, he has courage, lights , &c.”* 
Here every thing is fairly avowed in plain lan- 
guage. The triumph of philofophy is the uni- 
verfal conflagration of Europe; the only reaL 
dilfatisfaction with Dumourier is a fufpieion of 
his moderation ; and the fecret motive of that 
preference which in this very pamphlet the author 
gives to Miranda, though without affigning his 
reafons, is declared to be the fuperior fitnefs of 
that foreign adventurer for the purpofesof fubver- 
fioruand deftrudtion. — On the other hand, if there 

* See the tranflatiou of Mallet Du Pau’s work, printed for 
Owen, page 53. 

can. 
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can be any man in tbis country fo hard v as to un- 
dertake the defence or the apology of the prefent 
monftrous ufurpers of France ; and if it should be 
laid in their favour, that it is not juft to credit 
the charges of their enemy Brifl’ot againft them, 
who have actually tried and condemned him on 
the very fame charges among others; we are 
luckily lupplied with the heft poftible evidence in 
fuppoTt of this part of his book againft them : 
it comes from among thcmlelves. Camille Def- 
moulins published the “ Hiftory of the Brift’otins” 

in ani’wer to this very addrefs of Brlftbt. It was 

* •• 

the cou liter-man ifcito of the laft Holy revolution 
of the thirty-firft of May; and the flagitious 
orthodoxy of his writings at that period, has 
been admitted in the late fcrutiny of him by the 
Jacobin club, when they faved him from that 
guillotine w which he grazed.” In the begin- 
ning of his work he difplays -Mhe talk of glory,” 
as he calls it, which presented itfelf at the open- 
ing of the Convention. AH is fumtfibiied t^> ill 
two points : “ to create the French rCpublick, and 
■“ to dlfdrganize Europe ; perhaps to prrrgc it of 
“ its tyrants by the eruption of the volcanic!; 
“ principles of equality)'* The- coincidence is 
exabt; the proof is complete arid irft'frftible; 

■rf 'Vl (!!i -> !i! ')!’ • t-* 'Mi ’ 

* See the, tranilation of the Ilitlory of the iiriftiitius, by- Ca- 
mille Delinoulius, printed for Owen, p. 2. 

lit- ^ T 
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In a caufe like this, and in a time like the pre- 
fen t. there is no neutrality. They who are not 
aftively, and with decifion and energy, againft 
jacobinifm, are its partifans. They who do not 
dread it, love it. It cannot be viewed with 
indifference. It is a thing made to produce a 
powerful impreftion on the feelings. Such is the 
nature of jacobinifm, fuch is the nature of man, 
that this fyftem muft be regarded either with 
enthufiaftick admiration, or with the higheft 
degree of deteftation, refentment, and horrour. 

Another great leffon may be taught by this 
book, and by the fortune of the author, and his 
party : I mean a leffon drawn from the confe- 
quences of engaging in daring innovations, from 
an hope that we may be able to limit their mif- 
chievous operation at our pleafure, and by our 
policy to fecure ourfelves againft the effeCt of the 
evil examples we hold out to the world. This 
leffon is taught through almoft all the important 
.pages of hiftory; but never has it been taught fo 
clearly and fo awfully as at this hour. The 
revolutionifts who have juft fuffered an ignomi- 
nious death, under the fentence of the revolu- 
tionary tribunal (a tribunal compofed of thofe 
with whom they had triumphed in the total 
dcftruCtion of the ancient government) were 
by no means ordinary men, or without very 

confiderable 
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confiderable talents and refources. But with all 
their talents and refources, and the apparent mo- 
mentary extent of their power, we fee the fate of 
their projects, their power, and their perfons. We 
fee before our eyes the abfurdity of thinking to 
eftablifli order upon principles of confufion, or 
with the materials and infiruments of rebellion, 
to build up a folid and liable government. 

Such partifans of a republick amongft us, as 
may not have the word intentions, will fee, that 
the principles, the plans, the manners, the morals, 
and the whole fyftem of France, is altogether as 
adverfe to the formation and duration of any 
rational fcheme of a republick, as it is to that of 
a monarchy abfolute or limited. It is indeed a 
iy ftem which can only anfwer the purpofes of 
robbers and murderers. 

The traullator lias only to fay for himfelf, that 
he has found fome difficulty in this verfion. His 
original author, through hade, perhaps, or through 
the perturbation of a mind filled with a great and 
arduous enterprife, is often obfeure. There are 
fome pafiages too, in which his language requires 
to be firft tranflated into French, at leaft into l'uch 
French as the academy would in former times 
have tolerated. He writes with great force and 
vivacity ; but the language, like every thing 
elfe in his country, has undergone a revolution. 

Y 4 The 
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The tranflator thought it beft to be as literal as 
poffible; conceiving fuch a tranllatiou would 
perhaps be the moll fit to convey the author's 
peculiar mode of thinking. In this way the 
tranflator has no credit for ftyle ; but he makes 
it up in fidelity. Indeed the fads and obferva- 
tions arefo much more important than the ftyle, 
that no apology is wanted for producing them 
in any intelligible manner. 
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APPENDIX. 

[The addrefs of M. Brissot to ljis Conftituents being tio^r 
alinoit forgotten, it lias been thought right to add, as an 
Appendix, that part of it to which Mr. Burke points our 
particular attention, and upon which he fo forcibly comments 
in his Preface.] 

###*r a 1HR.EE forts of anarchy have ruined 
our affairs in Belgium. 

The anarchy of the adminiftration of Pach£, 
which has completely diforganized thefupplyof 
our armies; which by that disorganization re- 
duced the army of Dumourier to ftop in the 
middle of its conquetts ; which ftruck it motion- 
lefs through the months of November and De- 
cember; which hindered it from joining Bour- 
nonville and Cuftine, and from forcing the 
Fruffians and Auftrians to repafs the Rhine, and 
afterwards from putting themfelves in a condition 
to invade Holland fooner than they did. 

To this ftate of minifterial anarchy, it isnecef- 
fary to join that other anarchy which diforga- 
nized the troops, and occafioned their habits of 
pillage; and laftly, that anarchy which created 
the revolutionary power, and forced the union 
to France ' of the countries we had invaded, 
before things were ripe for fuch a meafure. 

Who 
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Who could, however, doubt the frightful evils 
that were occalioned in our armies by that do&rine 
of anarchy which under the thadow of equality of 
right , would eftabKfh equality offaft? This is 
nniverfal equality, the fcourge of fociety, as the 
other is the fupport of fociety. An anarchical 
doctrine which would level all things, talents, and 
ignorance, virtues, and vices, places, ufages, and 
fervices; adoftrine which begot that fatal project 
of organizing the army, prefented by Dubois 
de Crance, to which it will be indebted for a 
complete disorganization. 

Mark the date of the prefentation of the fy ftem 
of this equality of fact, entire equality. Ithadbeen 
projected and decreed even at the very opening of 
the Dutch campaign. If any proje6t could en- 
courage the want ofdifcipline in thefoldiers, any 
fcheme could difguft and banitli good officers, and 
throw all things into confufion at the moment 
when order alone could give victory, it is this 
project, in truth fo ftubbornlv defended by the 
anarchifts, and tranfplanted into their ordinary 
taftick. 

How could they expert that there fliould exilt 
any difeipline, any fubordination, when even in the 
camp they permit motions, cenfures, and denun- 
ciations of officers, and of generals ? Does not 
fuch a diforder deftroy all the refpefit that is due 
to fuperiours, and all the mutual confidence with-; 
out which fuccefs cannot be hoped for ? For the 
1 fpirit 
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fpirit of diftruft makes the foldier fufpicious, and 
intimidates the general. Thefirftdifcernstreafon 
in every danger; the fccond, always placed be- 
tween the neceffity of conqueft, and the image of 
the fcaffold, dares not raife himfelf to bold concep- 
tion, and thofe heights of courage which ele&rify 
an army and enfure victory. Turenne, in our 
time, would have carried his head to the fcaffold; 
for he was fometimes beat: but the reai'on why he 
more frequently conquered was, thathisdifeipline 
wasfevere: It was, thathisfoldiersconfidinginhis 
talents, never muttered difeontent inftcad of fight- 
ing. — Without reciprocal confidence between the 
foldier and the general, there can be no army, no 
victory, efpeciallv in a free government. 

Is it not to the fame fyftem of anarchy, of equa- 
lifation, and wantoffubordination, whichhasbeen 
recommended in l'ome clubs, and defended even in 
the Convention, that we owe the pillages, themur- 
ders, the enormities of all kinds which it wasdiffi- 
cult for the officers to put a flop to, from the gene- 
ralfpirit of infubordination ; excelfes which have 
rendered the French name odious to the Belgians? 
Again, is it not to this fyftem of anarchy, and of 
robbery, that we are indebted for \herevolutionary 
power, which has fo juftly aggravated the hatred 
of the Belgians againft France? 

What did enlightened republicans think before 

the 
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the tenth of Auguft, men who wifhed fbr'liberty, 
not only for their own country, buiforallEurapc? 
They believed that they could generally eft ablijh it, 
by exciting the governed againjl the governors, in 
Jetting tke people fee the facility and the advan- 
tages of fuck infurrections. 

Rut how can the people be led to that point ? 
By the example of good government eftahlidaed 
amoDgus; by the example of order ; by the care 
of fpreadiug nothing but moral ideas among them; 
to refpeft their properties and their rights ; to 
refpecjt their prejudices, even when we comhat 
them ; by dilintereftednefs in defending the 
people, by a zeal to extend the fpirit of liberty 
amongft them. 

This fyftem was at firft followed.* Excellent 
pamphlets from the pen of Condorcet prepared tire 
people for liberty ; the tenth of Auguft, the repub- 
lican decrees, the battle of Valmy, the retreat of 
the Prufiians, the victory of Jemappe, all fpoke in 
favour of France; all was rapidly deftroyed by the 
^evolutionary power. Without doubt, good inten- 
tions made the majority of the Aifembly adopt it; 
they would plantthe tree of liberty in a foreign foil, 
under the iliade.of a people already free. To the 
eyes of the people of Belgium, it feetned but the 
math of a new foreign tyranny. This opinion was 

* The molt feditious libels upon all governments, in order 
to excite infunetlion in 'Spain, llollaud, and other countries. 
Tranjiatur , erroneous; 



f 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 



333 

erroneous; I will fuppofe it for a moment ; but- 
ftill this opinion of Belgium deferved to be confi- 
dered. In general we have always confidered our 
own opinions and our own intentions, rather 
than the people whofe eaufe we defend. We have 
given thofe people a will ; that is to fay, we have 
more than ever alienated them from liberty. 

Howcould thcBelgickpeoplebelievethemfelve* 
free, fince wecxercifefor them, and over them, the 
rights of fovereignty ; when without confulting 
them, we fupprefs all in a mafs, their ancient 
ufages, their abides, their prejudices, thofe claiTes 
offociety which without ilOubt are contrary to the 
fpirit of liberty, but the utility ofw'hofedeftru&ion 
was not as yet proved to them ? How could they 
believe themfelves free, and fovereign, when we 
made them take fuch an oath as we thought fit, as 
H tgft to give them the right of voting? Hour' 
could they believe themfelves free, when openly 
delpifing their religious worfiiip, which religious 
worth ip that fuperftitious people valued beyond 
their liberty, beyond even their life: when wepro- 
feribed their priefts; when we hanithed them from 
their affemblies, where they were in the practice of 
feeing them govern ; w hen v/e leized their reve- 
nues, their domains, and riches, to the profit of the 
nation; when we carried to tiie very cenfer thofe 
hands which they regarded as profane? Doubtlefs 
thefe operations were founded on principles; but 

thofe 
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thofe principles ought to have had the eonfent of 
theBelgians, before they were carried intopra&ice, 
otherwife they neceflai ily became our molt cruel 
enemies. 

Arrived ourfelves at the laft bounds of liberty 
and equality, trampling under our feet all human 
fuperftitions, (after, however, a four years wut with 
them,) we attempt all at once to raife to the fame 
eminence, men, Grangers even to the firft elemen- 
tary principles of liberty, and plunged for fifteen 
hundred years in ignorance and fuperftition ; we 
wiflied to force men to fee, when a thick cataract 
covered their eyes, even before we had removed 
that cataraft; we would force men to fee, whofe 
dullnefs of character had railed a milt before their 
eyes, and before that character was altered.* 

Do you believe that the dodtrine which now 
prevails inFrance would have foundmany parti fans 
among us in 1789? No; a revolution in ideas, and 

in 

• It may not be amifs once for all to remark on the ftyle of 
all the pliilofophical politicians of France. Without anydif- 
tinftion in the feveral fedls and parties, they agree in treating 
all nations who will not conform their government, laws, man- 
ners, and religion, to the new French fafhion, as an herd ofjlaves. 
They confider the - content with which men live under thofe 
governments as ftupidity, and all attachment to religion, as 
the effects of the groffeft ignorance. 

The people of the Netherlands, by their cOnflitution,are as 
much entitled to be called free, as any natien upon earth. The 

. . • Auftriaa 
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in prejudices, is not made with that rapidity; it 
moves gradually : it does not efcalade. 

Philofophy docs not infpire by violence, nor by 
fedu&ion, nor is it the fword that begets love of 
liberty. 

Jofeph the Second alfo borrowed the language of 
philofophy, when he wiflied to fupprefs the monks 
in Belgium, and to feize upon their revenues^ 
There was feen on him a malk only of philofophy, 
covering thehideouscountenanceof a greedy de- 
fpot, and the people ran to arms. Nothing better 
than another kind of defpotifm has been fecn in 
the revolutionary power. 



Auftrian government (until fome wild attempts tlieemperour 
Jofeph made on the French principle, but which have beenfince 
abandoned by the court of Vienna,) has been remarkably mild. 
No people were more at their eafe than the Flennlh fubjefts, 
particularly the lower claffes. It is curious to hear this great 
oculift talk of couching the cutaraU by which the Netherlands 
were blinded, and hindered from feeing, in its proper colours, 
the beautiful vifion of the French llepublick, which he has 
himfelf painted with fo mafterly an hand. That people null 
needs be dull, blind, and brutalized by fifteeu hundred vearsof 
fuperftition, (the time elapfed fince the introduction of Chrifti- 
anity amongft them) who could prefer their former flate to tlie 
prtfent Jlatc of France ! The reader will remark, that the only 
difference between Briffot and his adverlaries, is in the mode o( 
bringing other nations into the pale of the French Republick — 
They would abolifli the order and claffes of fociety, and all reli- 
gion at a firoke : Briffot would have juft the fame thing done, 
but with more addrefs and management. T raujlator. 

We 



Digitized by Google 




336 APPENDr*. 

We have fcen in the commiflioners of the Nd-* 
tional Convention, nothingbutpro-confuls work- 
ing themine of Belgium for theprofit of theFrench 
nation ; feeking to conquer it for the fovereign of 
Paris; either to aggrandize his empire, or to (hare 
the burdens of the debts, and furnifh a rich prize 
to the robbers who domineered in France. 

Do you believe the Belgians have ever been the 
dupes of thofe well-rounded periods, which they 
vended in the pulpit, in order to familiarize them 
to the idea of an union with France ? Do you be- 
lieve they were ever impofed upon by thofe votes 
and refolutions, made by what is called acclama- 
tion, for their union, of which corruption paid one 
part,* and fear forced the remainder? Who, at 
this time of day, is unacquainted with the fprings 
and wires of their miferablc puppet (hew? Who 
dues not know the farces of primary aJJ'emblies , 
compofed of a prefdent, of a fccretary , and of 
fume affiants, zvhofe days' work was paid for ? 
No; it is not by means which belong only to 
thieves and defpots, that the foundations of liberty 
can be laid in an enflaved country. It is not by 
thofe means, that a new-born republick, a people 
who know not yet the elements of republican go- 
vernments, can be united to us. Even (laves do 
not fuffer tjiemfelves to be feduced by fuch arti- 
fices; and if they have not the ftrength to refift, 

* S«e the Correfpondence of Dumourier, efpecially the letter 

of the 12th of March. 

they 
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they have at leaft the fenfe to know how to ap- 
preciate the value of fuch an attempt. 

If we would attach the Belgians to us, we mull 
at leaft enlighten their minds by good writings ; 
we muft fend to them miffionaries, and not deft* 
potick commiflioners.* We ought to give them 
time to fee; to perceive by themfelves the ad- 
vantages of liberty ; the unhappy effects of fuper- 
ftition ; the fatal fpirit of priefthood. And 
whilft we waited for this moral revolution, we 
ihould have accepted the offers which they in- 
ceffantly repeated, to join to the French army, 
an army of 50,000 men ; to entertain them at 
their own expence: and to advance to France, 
the fpecie of which fbe flood in need. 

But have we ever feen thofe fifty thoufancl 
foldiers who were to join our army, as foon as the 
ftandard oflibertyfhould bedifplayed in Belgium? 
Have we ever feen thofe treafures which they were 
to count into our hands ? Can we either accufe 
the fterility of their country, or the penury of their 
treafure, or the coldnefs of their love for liberty ? 
No! defpotifm and anarchy, thefe are the benefits 
which we have tranfplanted into their foil. We 

\ t ' 1 

* They have not as yet proceeded farther with regard to the 
Euglilh dominions. Here we only fee as yet the good writings 
of Paine, and of his learned affociates, and the labours of the 
miffionary clubs, and other zealous instructors. Tranjlator. 

Vol. VII. Z have 
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have acted, we have fpoken like matters; and from 
that time we have found the Flemings nothing but 
jugglers, who made the grimace of liberty for 
money ; or (laves, who in their hearts curfed their 
new tyrants. Our commifiioners add refs them 
in this fort ; “you have nobles and priefts among 
“ you, drive them out without delay, or we will 
“ neither be your brethren nor your patrons.’* 
They anfwered, give us but time; only leave 
to us the care of reforming thefe inftitutions. 
Qur anfwer to them was, “ No 1 it muft be at 
“ the moment; it muft be on the'fpot, or we 
“ will treat you as enemies ; we will abandon 
“ you to the refentment of the Auftrians.” 

What could the difarmed Belgians objed to alt 
this, furrounded as they were byfeventy thoufand 
men ? They bad only to hold their tongues, and 
to bow down their heads before their matters t 
They did hold their tongues, and their filence 
is received as a fin cere and free affent. 

Have not the ftrangeft artifices been adopted 
to prevent that people from retreating, and to 
conftrain them to an union? It was fotefeen, that 
as long as they were unable to effed an union, the 
ftates would preferve the fupreme authority 
amongft themfelves. Under pretence, therefore, 
of relieving the people, and of exercifing the 
fovereignty ip their right, at one ftroke they 

aboliflied 
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abolithed all the duties and taxes ; they ffiut up 
all the treafuries. From that time no more 
receipts; no more publick money; no more 
means of paying the Hilaries of any man in office 
appointed by the ftates. Thus was anarchy 
Organized among!! the people, that they might 
be compelled to throw themfelves into our arms. 
It became neceffiary for thofe who adminiftered 
their affairs, under the penalty of being expofed 
to fedition, and in order to avoid their throats 
being cut, to have recourfe to the treafury of 
France. What did they find in this treafury ? 
ASSIGNATS. Thefe Affignats were advanc- 

ed at par to Belgium. By this means, on the one 
hand, they naturalized this currency in that 
country; and on the other, they expected to 
make a good pecuniary tranfaCtion. Thus it is 
that covetoufnefs cut its throat with its own 
hands. The Belgians have feeti in this forced 
introduction of aft gnats, nothing but a double 
robbery ; and they have only the more violently 
hated the union witli France. 

Recollect the folicitude of the Belgians on that 
fubjeft. With what earneftnefs did they conjure 
you to take off a retroactive effect from thefe 
affignats, and to prevent tliem from being applied 
to the payment of debts that were contracted 
anterior to the union ? 

Pid not this language energetically enough 

z g fignify 
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fignify that they looked upon the afifign ats as a 
leprofy, and the union as a deadly contagion? 

And yet what regard was paid to fo juft a 
demand? It was buried in the committee of 
finance. That committee wanted to make anar- 
chy the means of an union. They only bufied 
themfelves in making the Belgick provinces 
fubfervient to their finances. 

Cambon faid loftily before the Belgians them-- 
felves, the Belgian war coftsus hundreds of mil-- 
lions. Their ordinary revenues, and even fome 
extraordinary taxes, will not anfwerto our reim-: 
burfements ; and yet we have occafion for them. 
The mortgage of our aflignats draws near its 
end. What muftbe done? Seil the church pro- 
perty of Brabant. There is a mortgage of two 
thoufand millions (eighty millions fterling.) 
How fhall we get poffeffion of them? By an 
immediate Union. Inftantly they decreed this 
Union. Men’s minds were not difpofed to it* 
What does it fignify? Let us make them vote 
by means of money.. Without delay, therefore, 
they fecretly order theminifterof foreign affairs 
to difpofe of four or five hundred thoufand livres 
(20,000k fterling) to make the vagabonds of 
BruJ/els drunk, and tobuy projclytes to the union 
in all the fates. But even thefe means, it was 
faid, will obtain but a weak minority in ou r 
favour. What does thaf fignify? Revolutions 

faid 
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faid they , are made only by minorities. It is the 
minority which has made the revolution of 
France ; it is a minority which has made the 
people triumph. 

The Belgick provinces were not fufficient to 
fatisfy the voracious cravings of this financial 
fyftem. Canvbon wanted to unite every thing, 
that he might fell every thing. Thus he forced 
the union of Savoy ; in the war with Holland, 
he fiiw nothing but gold to feize on, and aflignats 
to fell at par.* Do not let us dilfemble, faid he 
one day to the committee of general defence, in- 
prefence even of the patriot deputies of Holland, 
you have no ecclefiaftical goods to offer us for 
our indemnity. — IT IS A REVOLUTION IN 
THEIR COUNTERS AND IRON CHESTS, t 
that rnuft be made amongft the Dutch. The 
■word was faid, and the bankers Abema and Van- 
Jlaphorji underftood it. 

• The fame living will happen in Savoy. The perfection 
of the clergy has foured people’s minds. The Commiflaries 
reprefent them tons as good Frenchmen. I put them to the 
4>r^pf. Where are the legions ? How, thirty thoufand Sa- 
voyards — are they not armed to defend, in concert, with us, 
tlieir liberty f Briffbt. 

+ Portefucille — is the word in the original. It fignifies all 
moveable property which may be reprefented in bonds, notes, 
bills, flocks, or any fort of publick pr private fecurities. 1 do 
not know of 9 (ingle word in Etiglilh that anfwers it: I have 
therefore fubfiituted that of Iron C/ieJis, as coming neareft to 
the idea. Tranjlator. 

z 3 Do 
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Do you think that that word has not been worth 
an army to the Stadtholder, that it has not cooled 
the ardour of the Dutch patriots, that it has not 
commanded the vigorous defence of William- 
ftadt ? 

Do you believe that thepatriots of Amfterdam, 
when they read the preparatory decree which gave 
France an execution on their goods ; do you be- 
lieve, that thofe patriots would not have liked 
better to have remained under the government of 
the Stadtholder, who took from them no more 
than a fixed portion of their property, than to pais 
under that of a revolutionary power, which would 
make a complete revolution in their bureaus and 
ftrong boxes, and reduce them to wretchednefs 
And rags r* Robbery, and anarchy, inftead of 
encouraging, will always ftifle revolutions. 

But why, they object to me, have not you and 
your friends chofen to expofe thefe meafures in. 
the roftrum of the National Convention ? W'hy 
have you not oppofed yourfelf to all thefe fatal 
projects of union ? 

There are two anfwers to make here, one 
gcucral, one particular. 

You complain of the fdence of honeft men ! 
.You quite forget, then, honeft men are the objects 
of your ful’picion. Sufpicion, if it does not ftain 

' * - ' , • : -*«- *1 • a « • 

— - • • ■ »*• J -'*• d ^ » V\N. ... '< t . . 

* In the original letter, Us reduire a la San/culotffic. 
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the foul of a courageous man, at leaft arrefts his 
thoughts in their palfage to his lips. The fufpi- 
cions of a good citizen, freeze thofe men, whom 
the calumny of the wicked could not ftqp in 
their progrefs. 

You complain of their fdence! You forget, 
then, that you have often eftabliflied an infulting 
equality between them and men covered with 
crimes, and made up of ignominy. — 

You forget, then, that you have twenty times 
left them covered with opprobrium by your 
galleries. — 

You forget, then, that you have not thought 
yourfelves fufficiently powerful to impofe fdence 
upon thefe galleries. 

What ought a wife man to do in the midft of 
thefe circumftances? He is filent. He waits the 
moment when the paffions give way : he waits till 
reafon fhall prefide, and till the multitude fhall 
liften to her voice. 

What has been the taftick difplayed during 
all thefe unions? Cambon, incapable of political 
calculation, boafting his ignorance in the diplo- 
matick, flattering the ignorant multitude, lend- 
ing his name and popularity to the anarchifts, 
feconded by their vociferations, denounced in- 
ceflautly as counter-revolutionifts, thofe intel- 
ligent perfons who were defirous, at leaft, of 
having things difeuffed. To oppofe the a£ts of 

z 4 union, 
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union, appeared to Cambon an overt adt of 
treafon. The with lb inucli as to reflect and to, 
deliberate, was in his eyes a great crime. lie 
calumniated our intentions. The voice of every 
deputy, efpecially my voice, would infallibly 
have been ftifled. Tlxpre were fpTes on the very 
monolyllablcs that efcaped our lips.**** 

i 
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Bcaconsfield, May 26, 1795. 

• * «' > 

MY DEAR SIR,. * - i 

I HAVE been told of the voluntary, which, for 
the entertai n men t of the houfc of lords, has been 
lately played by his Grace the * ### of **#**»« 
a great deal at my expence, and a little at his own. 
I confefs I fhould have liked the compofition 
rather better, if it had been quite new: But 

every man has his tafte, and his Grace is an 
admirer of antient mufick. 

There may be fometimes too much even of i 
good thing. A toaft is good, and a bumper is not 
bad : but the belt toafts may be fo often repeated 
as to difguft the palate, and ceafelefs rounds of 
bumpers may naufeate and overload the ftomach’. 
The ears of the moft fteady-voting politicians may 
at laft be ftunned with three times three. I ani 
fure I have been very grateful for the flattering 
remembrance made of me in the toafts of the 
revolution fociety, and of other clubs formed on 
the fame laudable plan. After giving the brim- 
ming honours to citizen Thomas Paine, and to 
• . citizen 
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citizen Dr.Prieftley, the gentlemen of thefe clubs 
feldom failed to bring me forth in my turn, and 
to drink, “ Mr. Burke, and thanks to him for the 
“ difeuffion he has provoked.” 

I found myfelf elevated with this honour; for 
even by the collifion of refiftance, to be the means 
of (h iking out fparkles of truth, if not merit, is at 
leaft felicity. 

Here I might have refted. But when I found 

j 

that thegreat advocate, Mr.Erfkine,condefcended 
to refort to thefe bumper toafts, as the pure and 
exuberant fountains of politicks and of rhetoriek, 
(as I hear he did, in three or four fpeeehes made 
in defence of certain worthy citizens) I was ra- 
ther let down a little. Though ftili fomewhat 
proud of myfelf, I was not quite fo proud of my 
voucher. Though he is no idolater of fame, in 
fome way or other, Mr. Erfkine will always do 
bimfelf honour. Methinks, however, in follow- 
ing the precedents of thefe toafts, he feemed to 
do more credit to his diligence, as afpccial pleader, 
titan to his invention as an orator. To tliofe who 
did - not know the abundance of his refources, 
both of genius and erudition, there was fomething * 
in it that indicated the want of a good affortment, 
with regard to riehnefs and variety', in the maga- 
zine of topicksand common-places, which I fup- . 
pofe he keeps by r him, in imitation of Cicero and 
other renowned declaimcrs of antiquity. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Erfkinefupplied fomething, I allow, from 
the ftoresof his imagination, in metamorphofing 
the jovial toafts of clubs, intofolemn fpccial argu- 
ments at the bar. So far the tiling (hewed talent : 
however I nmft ftill prefer the bar of the tavern 
to the other bar. The toafts at the firft hand 
were better than the arguments at the fecond. 
Even when the toafts began to grow old as far- 
cafms, they were waflied down with ftill older 
pricked election port; then the acid of the wine 
made fome amends for the want of any thing 
piquant in the wit. But when his* Grace gave 
them a fecond transformation, and brought out 
the vapid fluff, which had wearied the clubs and 
difgulted the courts ; the drug made up of the 
bottoms of rejected bottles, all fuelling fo wo- 
fully of the cork and of the cafk, and of every 
thing except the honeft old lamp, and when that 
fad draught had been farther infeCted with the 
gaol pollution of the Old Bailey, and wasdafhed 
and brewed, and ineffectually Hummed again into 
a fenatorial exordium in the houfe of lords, I 
found all the high flavour and mantling of my 
honours, taftelefs, flat, and ftale. Unluckily, the 
new tax on wine is felt even in the greateft 
fortunes, and bis Grace fubmits to take up with 
the heel-taps of Mr. Erfkine. 

1 have had the ill or good fortune to provoke 
two great men of this age to the publication of 
their opinions ; 1 mean, citizen Thomas Paine, 

and 
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and his Grace the **** of *******, j am no t fo 
great a leveller as to put thefe two great men oa 
a par, either in the ftate, or the republick of let- 
ters : but, “ the field of glory is a field for all.” 
It is a large one indeed, and we all may run, God 
knows where, in chace of glory, over the bound- 
lefs expanfe of that wild heath, whofe horizon 
always flies before us. I allure his Grace (if he 
will yet give me leave to call him fo) whatever 
may be faid on the authority of the clubs, or of 
the bar, that citizen Paine (who, they will have 
it, hunts with me in couples, and who only moves 
as I drag him along), lias a fufticient activity in 
bis own native benevolence to difpofe and enable 
him to take the lead for liinifelf. He is ready to 
blafpheme his God, to infult his king, and to libel 
the conftitution of this country, without any pro- 
vocation from me, or any encouragement from his 
Grace. I allure him, that I fiiall not be guilty of 
the injuftice of charging Mr. Paine’s next work, 
againft religion and human fociety, upon his 
Grace’s excellent fpeech in the houfe of lords. I 
farther allure this noble Duke, that I neither 
encouraged nor provoked that worthy citizen tn 
feek for plenty, liberty, lafety, juftice or lenity, in 
the famine, in the prifons, in the decrees of con- 
vention, in the revolutionary tribunal, and in the 
guillotine of Paris, rather than quietly to take.up 
with what he could find in the glutted markets, 
the unbarricadoed ftreets, thedrowfy Old Bailey 
5 judges* 
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judges, or, at word, the airy, wholefome pillory 
of Old England. The choice of country was his 
own tafte. The writings were the effe&s of his 
own zeal. In fpite of his friend Dr.Prieftley, he 
was a f ree agent. I admit, indeed, that my praifes 
pf the Britilh government, loaded with all its en- 
cumbrances; clogged with its peers and its beef; 
„ its parfons and its pudding ; its commons and its 
beer; and its dull flavifh liberty of going about 
juft as one pleafes, had fomething to provoke a 
jockey of Norfolk*, who wa3 infpired with the 
refolute ambition of becoming a citizen of France* 
to do fomething which might render him worthy 
of naturalization in that grand afylum of perfe- 
cuted merit : fomething which Ihould intitle him 
|o a place in the fenate of the adoptive country of 
^11 the gallant, generous and humane. This, I fay, 
was poftible. But the truth is (with great defer- 
ence to his Grace I fay it) citizen Paineadfed with- 
out any provocation at all ; he a£ted folely from 
the native impulfes of his own excellent heart. 

His Grace, like an able orator, as he is, begins 
with giving me a great deal of praife for talents 
which I do not poflefs. He does this to intitle 
himfelf, on the credit of this gratuitous kindnefs, 
to exaggerate my abufe of the parts which his 
bounty, and not that of nature has beftowed upon 

f Mr. Paine is a Norfolk naan, from Thetford. 

me. 
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me. In this, too, lie has condefcended to copy 
Mr. Erfkine. Thefe priefts (I hope they will ex- 
cufe me ; I mean priefts of the rights of man) be- 
gin by crowning me with their flowers and their 
fillets, and bedewing me with their odours, as a 
preface to the knocking me on the head with 
their confecrated axes. I have injured, fay they, 
the conftitution ; and I have abandoned the whig 
party and the whig principles that I profefied. I 
do not mean, my dear Sir, to defend myfelf againft 
his Grace. I have not much intereft in what the 
world fhall think or fay of me; as little has the 
world an intereft in what I fhall think or fay of 
any one in it ; and I wifh that his Grace had fuf- 
fered an unhappy man to enjoy, in his retreat, the 
melancholy privileges of obfcurity and forrow. At 
any rate, I have fpoken, and I have written on the 
f ubjeft. If I have written or fpoken fo poorly as 
to be quite forgot, a frefli apology will not make 
a more lafting impreffion. “ I muft let the tree lie 
“ as it falls.” Perhaps I muft take fome fhame to 
myfelf. I confefs that I have afted on my own 
principles of government, and noton thofeof his 
Grace, which are, I dare fay, profound and wife; 
but which I do not pretend to underftand. As to 
the party to which he alludes, and which has long 
taken its leave of me, I believe the principles 
of the book which he condemns, are verv con- 
formable to the opinions of many of the moil 
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confidcrable and moft grave in that defcription of 
politicians. A few indeed, who, I admit, are equally 
refpectable in all points, differ .from me, and talk 
his Grace's language. I am too feeble to contend 
with them. They have the field to themfelves. 
There are others very young and very ingenious 
perfons, Avho form, probably, the largeft part of 
what his Grace, I believe, is pleafed to conlider as 
that party. Some of them were not born into the 
world, and all of them were children, when I en- 
tered into that connexion. I give due credit to 
the cenlbrial brow, to the broad phylacteries, and 
to the impofing gravity of thofe magifterial rabbins 
and doCtors in the cabala of political fcience. I 
admit that “ wifdom is as the grey hair to man, 

“ and that learning is like honourable old age.” 
But, at a time when liberty is a good deal talked 
of, perhaps I might be excufed, if I caught fome- 
thing of the general indocility. It might not be 
furprifing, if I lengthened my chain a link or two, 

. and in an age of relaxed difcipline, gave a trifling 
indulgence to my own notions. If that could be 
allowed, perhaps I might fometimes (by accident, 
and without an unpardonable crime) f uftasnuich 
to my own very careful and very laborious, 
though, perhaps, fomewhat purblind difquifitions, 
as to their foaring, intuitive, eagle-eyed autho- 
rity; but the modern liberty is a precious thing. 
It mull not be profaned by too vulgar an ufe. It 
Vol. VII. A a belongs 
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belongs only to the chofen few, who are horn to 
the hereditary representation of the whole demo- 
cracy, and who leave nothing at all, no, not the 
offal, to us poor outcafts of the plebeian race. 

Amongft thofe gentlemen who came to autho- 
rity, as foon, or fooner than they came of age, I 
do not mean to include his Grace. With all thofe 
native titles to empire over oilr minds which dif- 
tinguilh the others, he has a large Share of expe- 
rience. He certainly ought to underhand the 
Britifli constitution better than I do. He has Stu- 
died it in the fundamental part. For one election 
1 have feen, lie has been concerned in twenty. 
Nobody is lefs of a vifionary theorift; nobody has 
drawn his Speculations more from pradice. No 
peer has condescended to Superintend with more 
vigilance thedecliningfranchifesof the poor com- 
mons. “ With thrice great Hermes he has out- 
“ watched thebear.” Often have his candles been 
burned to the fnuff, and glimmered and ltunk in 
the Sockets, whilft he grew pale at his constitu- 
tional Studies ; long flceplefs nights has he wafted; 
long, laborious, ihiftlefs journies has he made, and 
great funis has he expended, in order to Secure 
the purity, the independence, and the fobricty of 
elections, and to give a check, if poffible, to the 
ruinous charges that go nearly to the deftruction 
of the right of election itfelf. 

Amidft thd'e his labours, his Grace will be 
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pleafed to forgive me, if my zeal, lefs enlightened 
to be fare than his by midnight lamps and {Indies, 
has prefumed to talk too favourably of this con- 
ftitution, and even to fay fomething founding like 
approbation of that body which has the honour to 
reckon his Grace at the head of it. Thofe who 
diflike this partiality, or, if his Grace pleafes, this 
flattery of mine, have a comfort at hand. I may 
be refuted and brought to fhameby the moft con- 
vincing of all refutations, a practical refutation. 
Every individual peer for himfelf may fljew that 
I wasridiculouflv wrong: the whole bodvof thofe 
noble perfons may refute me for the whole corps. 
If they pleafe, they are more powerful advocates 
againft themfelves, than a thouland fcribblers like 
me can be in their favour. If I were even pof* 
felled of thofe powers which his Grace, in order 
to heighten my offence, is pleafed to attribute to 
me, there -would be little difference. The elo- 
quence of Mr. Erfkine might fave Mr. **** from 
the gallows, but no eloquence could fave Mr. 
Jackfon from the effe6is of his own potion. 

In that unfortunate book of mine, which is put 
in the index exputgatorius of the modern whigs, I 
might have fpoken too favourably not only of thofe 
who wear coronets, but of thofe who wear crowns. 
Kings however have not only longarms, butffrong 
ones too. A great northern potentate for inftance, 
is able in one moment, and with one bold ftroke 
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of his diplomatic!* pen, to efface all the volumes 
which I could write in a century, or which the 
moft laborious publicifts of Germany ever carried 
to the fair of Leipfick, as an apology for monarchs 
and monarchy. Whilft I, or any other poor puny 
private fo phi ft, was defending the declaration of 
Pilnitz, his majcfty might refute me by the treaty 
of llafle. Such a monarch may deftroy one re- 
publick becaufe it had a king at its head, and lie 
may balance this extraordinary act by founding 
another republick that has cut off the head of its 
king. 1 defended that great potentate for alfoci- 
atingin a grand alliance fortheprefervation of the 
old governments of Europe; but he puts me to 
fdence by delivering up all thofe governments (his 
own virtually included) to the new fyftem of 
France. If he is accufed before the Parifian tribu- 
nal (conftituted for the trial of kings) for having 
polluted thefoil of liberty by the tracks of his dis- 
ciplined daves, he clears himfelf by furrendering 
the fineft parts of Germany (with a handlbme cut 
of his own territories) to the offended majefty of 
the regicides of France. Can I refill this? Am I 
refpontiblefor it, if with atorch in his hand, and 
a rope about his neck, he makes amende honorable 
to the Sans-Culotterie of the republick one and 
indivdiblc? In that humiliating attitude, infpite 
of my protefts, he may fupplieate pardon for his 
menacing proclamations; and as an expiation to 
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thofe whom lie failed to terrify with his threats, 
he may abandon thofe whom he had feduced by 
his promifes. He may facrifice the royal ills of 
France whom he had called to his ftandard, as a 
falutary example to thofe who fhall adhere to their 
native fovereign, or tliall confide in any other who 
undertakes the caufe of opprefied kings and of 
loyal fubjedts. 

IIow can I help it, if this high-minded prince 
willfubfcribe to the invedtives which the regicides 
have made againft all kings, and particularly 
againfi: himfelf? How can I help it, if this royal 
propagandift will preach the dodtrine of the rights 
of men? Is it my fault, if his profefforsof litera- 
ture read ledtures on that code in all his acade- 
mies, and if all the penfioned managers of the 
news-papers in his dominions dift'ufe it through- 
outEuropein an hundred journals? Can itbeattri- 
buted tome, if he will initiate all his grenadiers 
ami all hishuifarsinthefchigh myiteries? Amlre- 
fponfible, if he will make Ic droit de I’homme , or la 
fouverainetc du peuple the favourite parole of his 
military orders? Now that his troops are to adt with 
the brave legions of freedom, no doubt he will 
fit them for their fraternity. He will teach the 
Pruffians to think, to feel and to adt like them, and 
to emulate the glories of the regiment de fec/uif- 
j'aut. He will employ the illufitrious citizen San- 
terre, the general of his new allies, to inttrudt the 
dull Germans how they iliall condudt themfelves 
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towards perfons who, like Louis theXVIth(whofe 
caufeand perfon he once took into his pro teftion) 
fliall dare without the fan&ion of the people, or 
with it, to confiderthemfelvesashereditary kings. 
Can I arreft this great potentate in his career of 
glory? Am I blameable in recommending virtue 
and religion as the true foundation of all monar- 
chies, becaufe the protestor of the three religions 
of the Wefiphalian arrangement, to ingratiate 
himfelf with the republick of philofophy, fliall 
aboliih all the three ? It is not in my power to 
prevent the grand patron of the reformed church, 
if he choofesit, from annulling theCal viniftick fab- 
bath, and eftablifhingthedecadi of atheifni in all 
his dates. He may even renounce and abjure his 
favourite myfticifm in the temple of reafon. In 
thefe things, at leaft, he is truly defpotick. He 
has now fliaken hands with every thing which at 
firft had infpired him with honour. It would be 
curious indeed to fee (what I fliall not however 
travel fo far to fee) the ingenious devices, and the 
elegant tranf’parencies which on the reftoration of 
peace and the commencement of Pruffian liberty 
are to decorate Polzdam and Charlottenburg/e/?L 
giante. What fhades of his armed anceflors of the 
houfe of Brandenburgh will the committee of illu- 
minfa raifc up in the opera-houfe of Berlin, to dance 
a grand ballet in the rejoicings for this aufpicious 
event? Is it a grand matter of the teutonick 
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order, or is it the great elector ? Is it the firft king 
of Prufliaor the laft ? or is the whole long line (long, 

I mean a parte antb) to appear like Banquo’s 
royal procefiion in the tragedy of Macbeth? 

How can I prevent all thefe arts of royal policy, 
and all thefe difplays of royal magnificence ? How ' 
can I prevent the fucceffor of Frederick theGreat 
from afpiring to a new, and in this age unex- 
ampled kind of glory ? Is it in my power to fay, 
that he thall not make his confefiions in the ftyle 
of St. Auftin or of Routfcau ? That he lhall not 
atl'ume the character of the penitent and flagel- 
lant, and, grafting monkery on philofophy, ftrip 
himftlf of his regal purple, clothe his gigantick 
limbs in the fackcloth and the hair-Jhirt, and 
exereife on his broad ihoulders the difeiplinary 
fcourge of the holy order of thejans-culottcs ? 

It is not in me to hinder kings from making new 
orders of religious and martial knighthood. I 
am not Hercules enough to uphold thole orbs 
which the Atlafles of the world are fo defirous of 
Ihifting from their weary fiiouldcrs. What cau 
be done againll the magnanimous refolution of 
the great, to accomplifh the degradation and the 
ruin of their own character and fituation ? 

What I fay of the German princes, that I fay of 
all the other dignities and all theother inftitutions 
of the holy roman empire. Jf they have a mind to 
cleftroy themfelvcs, they may put their advocates 
a a 4 to 
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to filcnce and their advifers to lhame. I have 
often praifed the aulick council. It is very true 
I did fo. I thought it a tribunal, as well formed 
as human wifdom could form a tribunal, for co- 
ercing the great, the rich and the powerful; for 
obliging them to fubmit their necks to the impe- 
rial laws, and to thofe of nature and of nations; a 
tribunal well conceived for extirpating peculation, 
corruption and oppreflion, from all the parts of 
that v aft heterogeneous mafs called the germanick 
body. I lhould not be inclined to retra6t thefe 
praifes upon any of the ordinary lapfes into which 
human infirmity will fall; they might ftill (land, 
though fome of their conclu films fhould tafteofthe 
prejudices of country or of faction, whether poli- 
tical or religious. Some degree, even of corrup- 
tion, lhould not make me think them guilty of 
fuicide; but if we could fuppofe, that the aulick 
council, not regarding duty or even common de- 
corum, liftening neither to the fccret admonitions 
of confidence, nor to the publick voice of fame, 
fome of the members bafely abandoning their poft, 
and others continuing in it, only the more infa- 
moufly to betray it, lhould give a judgment fo 
lhamelefs and fo proftitute, offuch monllrous and 
even portentous corruption, that no example in 
the hiftory of human depravity, or even in the 
fidiions of poetick imagination, could polfibly 
match it ; if it lhould be a judgment which with 
1 cold 
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cold unfeeling cruelty, after long deliberations, 
fhould condemn millions of innocent people to 
extortion, to rapine and to blood, and Ihould de- 
vote fome of the fined countries upon earth to 
ravage and defolation — does any one think that 
any fervile apologiesof mine, or any ftrutting and 
bullying infolence of their own, can fave them 
from the ruin that muft fall on all inftitutions of 
dignity or of authority that are perverted from 
their purport to the opprefiion of human nature 
in others, and to its difgrace in themfeves? As 
the vvifdom of men makes fuch inftitutions, the 
folly of men deftroys them. Whatever we may 
pretend, there is always more in the foundnefs of 
the materials, than in the fafliion of the work. 
The order of a good building is fomething. But 
if it be wholly declined from its perpendicular; if 
the cement is loofe and incoherent; if the {tones 
are fealing with every change of the weather, and 
the whole toppling on our heads, what matter is 
it whether we are crufhed by a Corinthian or a 
dorick ruin ? The fine form of a vefifel is a mat- 
ter of ufe and of delight. It is pleafant to fee her- 
decorated with coft and art. But Avhat fionifies 

O 

even the mathematical truth of her form ? What 
fignify all the art and coft with which Ihe can be 
carved, and painted, and gilded, and covered with 
decorations from ftem to Hern; what fignify all 
her rigging and fails, her flags, her pendants and 

her 
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her dreamers ? What fignify even her camion, her 
flores and her provifions, if all her planks and 
timbers be unfound and rotten? 

Quamvis Pontica pinus 

Silva jilia tiobilis 

Jactes <§• genus <§• nomen inutile. 

I have been ftimulated, I know not how, to 
give you this trouble by what very few, except 
niyfelf, would think worth any trouble at all. In 
a fpeech in the houfe of lords, I have been at- 
tacked for the defence of a fchemc of govern- 
ment, in which that body inheres, and in which 
alone it can ex ill. Peers of Great Britain may 
become as penitent as the fovereign of PruiTia. 
They may repent of what they have done in af- 
ferf on of the honour of their king, and in favour 
of their own fafety. But. never the gloom that 
lowers over the fortune of the caufe, nor any 
thing which the great may do towards haftening 
their own fall, can make me repent of what I have 
done by pen or voice (the only arms I potfefs) in 
favour of the order of things into which I was 
born, and in which 1 fondly hope to die. 

In the longferies of ages which have furnifhed 
the matter of hiltory, never was fo beautiful ami 
fo augul't a fpeClacle prefentcd to the moral eye, 
as Europe afforded the day before the revolution 

in 



Digitized by Google 




WILLIAM ELLIOT, ESQ. 363 

in France. I knew indeed that this profperity 
contained in itfelf the feeds of its own danger. 
In one part of the fociety it caufed laxity and 
debility. In the other it produced bold fpirits 
and dark deligns. A falfe philofophy palfed from 
academies into courts, and the great themfelvcs 
Were infedted with the theories which conducted 
to their ruin. Knowledge, which in the two laft 
centuries either did not exiil at all, or exifted 
folidly on right principles and in chofen hands, 
was now diffufed, weakened and perverted. 
General wealth loofened morals, relaxed vigi- 
lance, and increafed prefumption. Men of talent 
began to compare, in the partition of the common 
Rock of pubiick profperity, the proportions of 
the dividends with the merits of the claimants. 
As ufual, they found their portion not equal 
to their el'timate (or perhaps to the pubiick efti- 
mate) of their own worth. When it was once 
difeovered by the revolution in France, that a 
ftruggle between eftablifhmentand rapacity could 
he maintained, though but for one year, and in 
one place, I was furc that a prafticable breach 
was made in the whole order of things and in 
every country. Religion, that held the materials 
of the fabrick together, was firft fyftematically 
loofened. All other opinions, under the name of 
prejudices, mu ft fall along with it ; and property, 
left undefended by principles, became a repofitory 
pf fpoils to tempt cupidity, and not a magazine 
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to furnifh arms for defence. I knew that, attack- 
ed on all (ides by the infernal energies of talents 
fet in action by vice and diforder, authority 
could not ftand upon authority alone. It wanted 
fonie other fupport than the poiie of its own gra- 
vity. Situations formerly fnpported perfons. It 
now became neceflary that perfonal qualities 
Ihould fupport filiations. Formerly, where autho- 
rity was found, wifdom and virtue were prefumed. 
But now the veil was torn, and to keep off facri- 
legious intrufion, it was neceflary that in the 
fandluary of government fomething ihould be 
difclofcd not only venerable, but dreadful. Go- 
vernment was at once to fliew itfelf full of virtue 
and full of force. It was to invite partifans, by 
making it appear to the world that a generous 
caufe was to be afferted ; one fit for a generous 
people to engage in. From paflive fubmiflion 
was it to expedt refolute defence? No ! It muff 
have warm advocates and pafiionate defenders, 
which an heavy, difeontented acquiefcence never 
could produce. What a bafe and foolifli thing 
is it for any confolidated body of authority to 
fay, or to adt as if it faid, “ I will put my truft 
“ not in my own virtue, but in your patience j 
“ I will indulge in effeminacy, in indolence, 
“ in corruption ; I will give way to all my per- 
“ verfe and vitious humours, becaufe you can- 
“ not punifli me without the hazard of ruining 
“ yourfelves ?” 

I wiflied 
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I wiflied to warn the people againft the greatefl 
of all evils; a blind and, furious fpirit of innova- 
tion, under, the name of reform. I was indeed 
well aware that power rarely reforms itfelf. So it 
is undoubtedly when all is quiet about it. But I 
was in hopes that provident fear might prevent 
fruitlefs penitence. 1 trufted that danger might 
produce at lealt drcumfpe&ion ; I flattered mv- 
felf in a moment like this, that nothing would be 
added to make authority top-heavy ; thatthe very 
moment of an earthquake would not be the time 
chofen for adding a ftory to our houfes. I hoped 
to fee the fureft of all reforms, perhaps the only 
fure reform, the ceafmg to do ill. In the mean- 
time I wiflied to the people, the wifdom of know- 
ing how to tolerate a condition which none of 
their efforts can render much more than tolerable. 
It was a condition, however, in which everything 
was to be found that could enable them to live 
to nature, and if fo they pleafed, to live to virtue 
and to honour. 

I do not repent that I thought better of tliofe 
to whom I wilhed well, than they will fuffer me 
long to think that they deferved. Far from re- 
penting, I would to God, that new faculties had 
been called up in me, in favour not of this or that 
man, or this or that fyftem, but of the general 
vital principle, that whilft it was in its vigour pro- 
duced the ftate of things tranfmitted to us from 
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our fathers ; but which, through the joint opera- 
tions of the abufes of authority and liberty, may 
perilh in our hands. I am not of opinion that the 
race of men, and the commonwealths they create, 
like the bodies of individuals, grow effete and 
languid and bloodlefs, and offify by the neceffities 
of their own conformation, and the fatal opera- 
tion of longevity and time. Thefe analogies be- 
tween bodies natural and politick, though they 
may fometimes illuftrate arguments, furnifli no 
argument of themfelves. They are but too often 
tifed under the colour of a fpecious philofophy, 
to find apologies for the defpair of lazinefs and 
pufillanimity, and toexcufe the want of all manly 
efforts, when the exigencies of our country call 
for them the more loudly. 

How often has publick calamity been arrefted 
on the very brink of ruin by the feafonable energy 
of a fingle man ! Have we no fuch man amongft 
us? I am as fure as I am of my being, that one 
vigorous mind without office, without fituation, 
without publick functions of any kind (at a time 
when the want of fuch a thing is felt, as I am fure 
it is) I fay, one fuch man, confiding in the aid 
of God, and full of juft reliance in his own for- 
titude, vigour, enterprife and perfeverance, would 
firft draw to himfomefew like himfelf, and then 
that multitudes, hardly thought to be in exis- 
tence, would appear and troop about him. 

If 
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If I faw this aufpicious beginning, baffled and 
fruftrated as I am, yet on the very verge of a 
timely grave, abandoned abroad and defolate at 
home, dripped of my boaft, my hope, my confu- 
tation, my helper, my counfellor and my guide, 

(you know in part what I have loft, and would to 
God I could clear myfelf of all neglett and fault 
in that lofs) yet thus, even thus, I would rake up 
the fire under all the allies that opprefs it. I am 
no longer patient of the publick eye ; nor am I of 
force to win my way, anti to juftle and elbow in a 
crowd. But, even in folitude, fomething may be 
done for fociety. The meditations of the clofet 
have infected fenates with a fubtle frenzy, and in- 
flamed armies with the brands of the furies. The 
cure miirlit come from the lame fource with the 
diftemper. I would add my part to thofe who 
would animate the people (whofe hearts are yet 
right) to new exertions in the old caufe. 

Novelty is not the only fource of zeal. Why 
fliould not a Maccabeus and his brethren arife to 
afiert the honour of the antient law, and to de- 
fend the temple of their forefathers, with as ardent 
a fpirit, as can infjrire any innovator to deftroy 
the monuments of the piety and the glory of an- 
tient ages ? It is not a hazarded alfertion, it is a 
great truth, that when once things are gone out 
of their ordinary courfe, it is by aids out of the 
•ordinary courfe they can alone be re-cftablifhed. 

Republican 
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Republican fpirit can only be combated by a 
fpirit of the fame nature : of the fame nature, 
but informed with another principle, and point- 
ing to another end. I would perfuade a refin- 
ance both to the corruption and to the reforma- 
tion that prevails. It will not be the weaker, but 
much the ftronger, for combating both together. 
A victory over real corruptions would enable us 
to baffle the fpurious and pretended reforma- 
tions. I would not with to excite, or even to 
tolerate, that kind of evil fpirit which evokes the 
powers of hell to reftify thediforders of the earth. 
No ! I would add my voice with better, and, 
I truft, v more potent charms, to draw down 
juftice, and wifdom and fortitude from heaven, 
for the correftion of human vice, and the recall- 
ing of human errourfrom the devious ways into 
which it has been betrayed. I would with to call 
the impulfes of individuals at once to the aid and 
to the controul of authority. By this which I call 
the true republican fpirit, parodoxical as it may 
appear, monarchies alone can be refeued from the 
imbecility of courts and the madnefsof the crowd. 
This republican fpirit would not fuffer men in 
high place to bring ruin on their country and on 
themfelves. It would reform, not by deftroying, 
but by faving, the great, the rich and the power- 
ful. Such a republican fpirit, we perhaps fondly 
conceive to have animated thediftinguiflied heroes 
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and patriots of old, who knew no mode of policy 
but religion and virtue. Thefe, they would have 
paramount to all confutations ; they would not 
fuffer monarchs or fenates or popular affemblies, 
under pretenc es of dignity or authority, or free- 
dom, to thake off thofe moral riders which reafon 
bas appointed to govern every fort of rude power. 
Thefe, in appearance loading them bv their weight, 
do by that preffure augment their eff. ntial force. 
The momentum is increafed by the extraneous 
weight. It is true in moral, as it is in meehanieal 
fcicnce. It is true, not only in the draught, hut 
in the race. Thefe riders of the great, in effect, 
hold the reins which guide them in their courfe, 
and wear the fpur that Simulates them to the goals 
of honour and of fafety. The great muft fubmit 
to the dominion of prudence and of virtue ; or 
none will long fubmit to the dominion of the 
great. 

“ Dis te mbiorem quod geris iwperas.” 

This is the feudal tenure which they cannot alter. 

Indeed, my dear Sir, things are in a bad ftale. 

I do not deny a good fliare of diligence,* a very 
great thare of ability, and much publick virtue to 
thofe who d i re6l our affairs. But they are en- 
cumbered, not aided, by their very inff rumen ts, 
and by all the apparatus of the ftate. I think that 
our miniftry (though there are things agaiiift 
Vol. VII. B b them, 
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them, which neither you nor I can difiemble, and 
which grieve me to the heart) is by far the moft 
honeft and by far the wifeft fyftem of adminif- 
tration in Europe. Their fall would be no trivial 
calamity. 

Not meaning to depreciate the minority in par- 
liament, whofe talents are alfo great, and to whom 
I do not deny virtues, their fyftem feems to me 
to be fundamentally wrong. But whether wrong 
or right, they have not enough of coherence 
among themfelves, nor of eftimation with the pub- 
lick, nor of numbers. They cannot make up an 
adminiftration. Nothing is more vifible. Many 
other things are againft them, which I do not 
charge as faults, but reckon among national 
misfortunes. Extraordinary things mud be done, 
or one of the parties cannot ftand as a miniftry, 
nor the other even as an oppofition. They can- 
not change their fituations, nor can any ufeful 
coalition be made between them. I do not fee 
the mode of it, nor the way to it, This afpeft of 
things I do not contemplate with pleafure. 

I well know that every thing of thedaring kind 
which I fpeak of, is critical— but the times are 
critical. New things in a new world! I fee no 
hopes in the common tracks. If men are not to 
be found who can be got to feel within them 
fome impulfe, 

quodnequeo : nonjlrarc , # fentio tantwn," 
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and which makes them impatient of the prcfent; 
if none can be got to feel that private perfons may 
fometimes affiune that fort of magiftracv which 
does not depend on the nomination of kings, or 
the ele&ion of the people, but has an inherent 
and felf-exiftent power which both would recog- 
liife ; I fee nothing in the world to hope. 

If I faw fuch a group beginning to clufter, fuel* 
as they are, they fhould have (all that I can give) 
my prayers and my advice. People talk of war, 
or cry for peace — Have they to the bottom con- 
fidered the queftions either of war, or peace, upon 
the fcale of the exifting world? No. I fear they 
have not. 

Why lliould not you, yourfelf, be one of 
thofe to enter your name in fuch a lift as Ifpeak of. 
You are young; you have great talents, you 
have a clear head; you have a natural, fluent and 
unforced elocution; your ideas are juft, your fen- 
timents benevolent, open and enlarged — but this 
is too big for your modefty. Oh! thismodefty 
in time and place is a charming virtue, and the 
grace of all other virtues. But it is fometimes the 
worft enemy they have. Let him, whofe print I 
gave you the other day, be engraved in your 
memory! Had it pleafed Providence to have 
fpared him for the trying fituations that feem 
to be coming on, notwithftanding that he was 
fometimes a little difpirited by the difpofition 
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which we thought fhewn to deprefs him and fet 
him afide ; yet he was always buoyed up again ; 
and on one or two occafions, he difcovered what 
might be expected from the vigour and elevation 
of his mind, from his unconquerable fortitude, 
and from the extent of his refources for every 
purpofe of fpeculation and of aftion. Remember 
•him, my friend, who in the higheft degree 
honoured and refpefted you, and remember that 
great parts are a great truft. Remember, too, 
that miftaken or mifapplied virtues, if they are 
not as pernicious as vice, fruftrate at leaft their 
own natural tendencies, and difappoint the pur- 

pofes of the Great Giver. 

( 

Adieu. My dreams are finilhed. 
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THOUGHTS AND DETAILS 

ON 

SCARCITY. 



/"'\F all things, an indifcreet tampering with the 
trade of provifions is the moft dangerous, 
and it is always word in the time when men are 
moft difpofed to it: that is, in the time of fcar- 
Citys, Becaufe there is nothing on which the 
paftions of men are fo violent, and their judg- 
ment fo weak, and on which there exifts fuch 
a multitude of ill-founded popular prejudices. 

The great ufe of government is as a reftraint; 
and there is no reftrai nt wh ich i t ought to put upon 
others, and upon itfeLftoo, rather than thatwhich 
is impofed on the fury of fpeculating under cir- 
cumltancesof irritation. The number of idle tales 
fpread about by the induftry of faction, and by the 
zeal of foolilh good-intention, and greedily de- 
voured by the malignant credulity of mankind, 
tends infinitely to aggravate prejudices, which, in 
themfelves, are more than fufficiently ftrong. In 
that ftate of affairs, and of the publick with rela- 
tion to them, the firft thing that government owes 

b b 4 to 
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to us, the people, is information ; the next is 
timely coercion : — the one to guide our judg- 
ment; the other to regulate our tempers. 

To provide for us in our neceflities is pot in 
the power of government. It would be a vain pre- 
fumption in ftatefmen to think they can do it. 
The people maintain them, and not they the 
people. Tt is in the power of government to pre- 
vent much evil ; it can do very little poflti ve good, 
in this, or perhaps in any thingclfe. It is not only 
fo of tire hate and ftatefman, but of all the clafles 
and defcriptions of the rich — they are the pen- 
fioners of the poor, and are maintained by their 
fupcrfluity. They are under an abfolute, heredi- 
tary, and indefeafible dependence on thofe wha 
.labour, and arc mifcalled.the poor. 

The labouring peopleare only poor, becaufe they 
are numerous. Numbers in their nature imply 
poverty. In a fair diftribution among a vaft mul- 
titude, none can have much. That clafs of depen- 
dant penfioners called the rich, is fo extremely 
finall, that if all their throats were cut, and a dif- 
tribution made of all they confume in a year, it 
would not give a bit of bread and cheefe for one 
night's ftipper to thofe who labour, and who in 
reality feed both the penfioners and themfelves, ; 

But the throats of tlx rich ought not to becut, 
nor their magazines plundered; becaufe, in their 
perfons they arc truftces for thofe who labour, and 

their 
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their hoards arethebanking-houfes of thefe latter. 
Whether they mean it or not, they do, in effect,'- 
execute their truft — fome with more, fome with 
lefs fidelity and judgment. Put on the whole, the 
d uty isperformed, and every thing returns, deduc- 
ing fome very trifling commiffion and difcount, 
to the place from whence it arofe. When the poor 
rife to deftroy the rich, they adt as wifely for their 
own purpofes as when they burn mills, and throw 
corn into the river, to make bread cheap. 

When I fay, that we of the people ought to be 
informed, inclufively 1 fay, we ought not to be 
flattered ; flattery is the reverfe of inftrudlion. 
The poor in that cafe would be rendered as im- 
provident as the rich, which would not be at all 
good for them. 

Nothing can be fo bafe andfo wicked asthe po- 
litical canting language, “The labouring poor.” 
Let compaflion be fliewn in adtion, the more the 
better, according, to efyery man’s ability, but let 
there be no lamentation of their condition. It is 
no relief to their niiferable circumftances; itisonly 
an infult to their miferable underftandings. It 
arifes from a total want of charity, or a total want 
of thought. Want of one kind was never relieved 
by want of any other kind. Patience, labour, fo- 
briety, frugality, and religion, fhould be recom- 
mended to them; all the reft is downright fraud, 
• It 
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It is horrible to call them “ The once happy la- 
bourer.’' 

Whether what may be called the moral or plii- 
lofophical happinefs of the laborious c!alfes is in- 
creafed or not, I cannot fay. The feat of that fpe- 
cies ofhappinefs is in the mind; and therearefew 
data to afcertain the comparative ftate of the mind 
at any two periods. Philofophical happinefs is to 
Want little. Civil or vulgar happinefs is to want 
much, and to erijov much. 

If the happinefs of the animal man (which cer- 
tainly goes fomewhere towards the happinefs of 
the rational man) be the object of our eftimate, 
then I afl’ert without the leaft hefitation, that the 
condition of thofe who labour (in all delcriptions 
oflabour, and in all gradations of labour, from the 
higheft to the loweft inclufively) is on the whole 
extremely meliorated, if more and better food is 
any ftandard of melioration. They work more, it 
is certain; but they have the advantage of their 
augmented labour; vet whether that increafe of 
labour be on the whole a good or an ex it, is a con- 
fideration that would lead us a great way, and is 
not for my prelent purpofe. But as to the fact of 
the melioration of their diet, I fliall enter into the 
detail of proof whenever I am called upon: in the 
mean time, the known difficulty of contenting 
them with any thing but bread made of the fineft 
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flour, and meat of the firft quality, is proof 
fufficient. 

I further afiert, that even under all thehardlhips 
of the laft year, the labouring people did, either 
out of their direct gains, or from charity, (which 
it feems is now an infult to them) in fa£t, fare 
better than they did. infeafonsof common plenty, 
fifty or fixty years ago; or even at the period of 
my Englifli obfervation, which is about forty -four 
years. I even afiert, that full as many in thatclafs, 
as ever were known to do it before, continued to 
fave money; and this I can prove, fo far as my 
own information and experience extend. 

It is not true that the rate of wages has not in,- 
creafed with the nominal price of provifions. I 
allow it has not fluftuated with that price, nor 
ought it; and the fquires of Norfolk had dined, 
when they gave it as their opinion, that it might 
or ought to rife and fall with the market of pro- 
vifions. The rate of wages in truth has no direct 
relation to that price. Labour is acommodity like 
every other, and rifes or falls according to the de- 
mand. This is in the nature of things; however, 
the nature of things has provided for their necef- 
11 ties. Wages have been twice railed in my time, 
and they bt.ar a full proportion, or even a greater 
than foimerly, to the medium of provifion during 
.the laft bad cycle of twenty years. They bear a 
lull proportion to the refult of their labour. If 

we 
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svc were wildly to attempt to force them beyond 
it, the (lone which v. e had forced up the hill would 
only fall back upon them in a diminithed demand, 
or, what indeed is the far lelfer evil, an aggravated 
price of all the provifions, which are the rdult of 
their manual toil. 

There is an i m plied contract, m uch ftronger than 
any inftrument or article of agreement between 
thclabourerin any occupation and hisemployer — • 
that the labour, fo fur as that labour is concerned, 
fhall be fullicient to pay to the employer a profit 
on his capital, and a compepfation for Ins ritk ; in 
a word, that the labour ihall producean advantage; 
equal to the payment. Whatever is above that, 
is a direct tax; and if the amount of that tax be 
left to the will and pleafure of another, it is an 
arbitrary tax. 

If I underhand it rightly, the tax propofed ou 
the fanning intereft of this kingdom, is to be 
levied at what is called the diferetion of juft ices 
of peace. 

. Thequeftions ariling on this fcliemc of arbitrary 
taxation arc thefe — Whether it is better to leave 
all dealing, in which there is no force or fraud, col- 
lufion or combination, entirely to the perfons mu- 
tually concerned iu the matter contracted for; or 
to put the contract in the hands of thofe who can 
have none, or a very remote intereft in it, and 
little or np knowledge of the fubjecl. 

It 
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It might be imagined that there would be very 
little difficulty in (hiving this queftion ; for what 
man, of any degree of reflexion, can think, that a 
want of intereft in any fubjeCt clofely connected 
with a want of (kill in it, qualifies a perfon to in- 
termeddle in any the lead affair; much Iefs in af- 
fairs that vitally concern the agriculture of the 
kingdom, the firftofall its concerns, and the foun- 
dation of all its profperity in every ocher matter, 
by which that profperity is produced. 

The vulgar crrour on this (cbjeCt arifes from a 
total confulion in the very idea of things widely 
different in themlelves; — thofeofconvention, and 
thofe of judicature. When a contract is making, 
it is a matter of discretion and of intereft between 
the parties. In that intercourfe, and in what is to 
arife from it, the parties are the matters. If they 
are not completely lb, they are not tree, and there- 
fore their contracts are void. 

But this freedom has no farther extent, when 
the contract is made; then their difcretionary 
powers expire, and a new order of things takes its 
origin. Then, and not till then, and on a differ- 
ence'dietween the parties, the office of the judge 
commences. He cannot dictate the contract. It 
is his bufinefs to fee that it be enforced ; provided 
that it is not contrary to pre-exifting laws, or ob- 
tained by force or fraud. If he is in any way a 
maker or regulator of the contract, in fo much lie 
• is 
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is difqualified from being a judge. But this fort 
of confufed diftribution of adminiftrative and 
judicial characters, (of which we have already as 
much as is fufficient, and a little more) is not the 
only perplexity of notions and paffions which 
trouble us in the prefent hour. 

What is doing, fuppofes or pretends that the 
farmer and the labourer have oppofite interefts ; — 
that the farmer oppreffes the labourer; and that a 
gentleman called a juftice of peace, is the protestor 
of the latter, and a controul and reftraint on the 
former; and this is a point I with to examine in a 
manner a good deal different from that in which 
gentlemen proceed, who confide more in theirabi- 
lities than is fit, and fuppofe them capable of more 
than any natural abilities, fed with no other than 
the provender furnithed by their own private fpe- 
culations,can accomplith. LegiflativeaCis attempt- 
ing to regulate this part of ceconomy, do, at leaf, 
as much as any other, require the exaCleft detail of 
circumftances, guided by the fureft general prin- 
ciples that are neceffary to direct experiment and 
inquiry, in order again fromthofe details to elicit 
principles, firm and luminous general principles, 
to direft a practical legiflative proceeding. 

Firft, then, I deny that it is in this cafe, as in any 
other of neceffary implication, that contracting 
parties fhould originally have had different inte- 
refts. 13y accident it may be fo undoubtedly at the 

©utfetj 
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outfet; but then the contract is of the nature of a 
compromife; and compromife is founded on cir- 
cumftances that fuppofe it the intereft of the par- 
ties to be reconciled in fome medium. The prin- 
ciple of compromife adopted, of confequence 
the interefts ceafe to be different. 

But in the cafe of the farmer and the labourer, 
their interefts are always the fame, and it is abfo- 
lutely impoffible that their free contraas can be 
onerous to either party. It is the intereft of the 
farmer, that his work fhould be done with effe& 
and celerity : and that cannot be, unlefs the la- 
bourer is well fed, and otherwife found with fuch 
neceffaries of animal life, according to his habi- 
tudes, as may keep the body in full force, and the 
mind gay and cheerful. For of all the inftruments 
of his trade, the labour of man (what the antient 
writers have called iheinft rumen turn vocale) is that 
on which he is moft to rely for the repayment of 
his capital. The other two, the femivocale in the 
antient claftification, that is, the working ltock of 
cattle, and the injlrumentum mu turn, fuch as carts, 
ploughs, fpades, and fo forth, though not all incon- 
fiderable in themfelves, are very much inferiourin 
utility or in expence; or without a given portion 
of the firft, are nothing at all. For in all things 
whatever, the mind is the moft valuable and the 
moft important; ahd in this fcale the whole of agri- 
culture is in a natural and juft order; the beaft is 

v as 
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as an informing pri»ciple-to the plough and cart; 
the labourer is as reafon to the beaft ; and the far- 
mer is as a thinking and prefiding principle to the 
labourer: An attempt to break this chain of fub- 
ordination in any partis equally abfurtf; but the 
abfurdity is the moft mifchievous in practical ope- 
ration, where it is the moft eafy, that is, where it 
is the moft fubjedt to an erroneous judgment. 

It is plainly more the farmer's intereft that his 
men lhould thrive, than that his horfcs fhould be 
■well ted, fleek, plump, and fit for ufe, or than that 
his waggon and ploughs lhould be ftrong, in 
good repair, and fit for fervice. 

On the other hand, if the farmer ceafe to profit 
of the labourer, and that his capital is not conti- 
nually manured and fruftified, it is impoflible that 
he lhould continue that abundant nutriment, and 
clothing, and lodging, proper for the protection 
of the inftruments he employs. 

It is therefore the firft and fundamental intereft 
of the labourer, that the farmer lhould have a full 
incoming profit on the product of his labour. The 
propofitionisfelf-evident.and nothiugbutthema- 
lignity, perverfenefs, and ill governed pafiions of 
mankind, and particularly the envy they bear to 
each other’s profperity, could prevent their feeing 
and acknow ledging it, with thankfulnefs to the 
benign and wife Difpofer of all things, who obliges 
men, whether they will or not, in purfuiug their 

own 
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Own felfiih interefts, to conned the general good 
with their own individual fuccefs. 

But who are to judge what that profit and ad- 
vantage ought tube? Certainly no authority on 
earth. It is a matter of convention dictated by 
the reciprocal conveniences of the parties, and 
indeed by their reciprocal necefiities. — But, if the 
farmer is exceffively avaricious? — why fo much 
the better — the more he defires to increafe his 
gains, the more interefted is he in the good con- 
dition of thofe, upon whofe labour his gains muft 
principally depend. 

I fhall be told by the zealots of the fed of regu- 
lation, that this may be true, and may be fafely 
committed to the convention of the farmer and 
the labourer, when the latter is in the prime of his 
youth, and at the time of his health and vigour, 
and in ordinary times of abundance. But in cala- 
mitous feafons, underaccidental illnefs, in declin- 
ing life, and with the preflure of a numerous off- 
fpring, the future nourifhers of the community but 
the prefent drains and blood fuckers of thofe who 
produce them, what is to be done ? When a man 
cannotlive and maintain his family by the natural 
hire of his labour, ought it not to be raifed by 
authority ? 

On this head I muft be allowed to fubmit, what 
my opinions have ever been ; and fomevvhat at 
large. 

Vot. VII. C c And, 
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And, firft, I premife that labour is, as I have 
.already intimated, a commodity, aiql as fuch, an 
article of trade. If I am right in this notion, 
then labour muft be fubjeft to all the laws and 
principles of trade, and not to regulation foreign 
to them, and that may be totally inconfiftent 
with thofe principles and thofe laws. When any 
commodity is carried to market, it is not the 
neceflity of the vender, but the ncceffity of the 
purchafer that raifes the price. The extreme want 
of the feller has rather (by the nature of things 
with which we fliall in vain contend) the direct 
contrary operation. If the goods at market are 
beyond the demand, they fall in their value ; if 
below it, they rife. The impofiibility of the 
fubfiftence of a man, who carries his labour to a 
market, is totally befide the queftion in his way 
of viewing it. The only queftion is, what is it 
worth to the buyer? 

But if authority comes in and forces the buyer 
to a price, who is this in the cafe (fay) of a far- 
mer, who buys the labour of ten or twelve la- 
bouring men, and three or four handycrafts, what 
is it, but to make an arbitrary divifion of his 
property among them ? 

The whole of his gains, I fay it with the mofi 
certain convi&ion, never do amount any thing 
like in value to what he pays to his labourers and 
artificers; fo that a very fmall advanceupon what 
fine man pays to many , may abforb the wholq of 

what 
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what he poflefles, ^nd amount to an a6lual parti- 
tion of all his fubftancc among them. A perfeft 
equality will indeed be produced ; — that is to fay, 
equal want, equal wretchednefs, equal beggary, and 
on the part of the parti tioners, a woful, helplefs, 
and defperate difappointment. Such is the event 
of all compulfory equalizations. They pull down 
what is above. They never raife what is below: 
and they deprefs high and low together beneath 
the level of what was originally the lowelt. 

If a commodity is raifed by authority above 
what it will yield with a profit to the buyer, that 
commodity will be the lefs dealt in. If a fecond 
blundering interpofition be ufed to corredl the 
blunder of the firft, and an attempt is made to 
force the purchafe of the commodity (of labour 
for inftance), the one of thefe two things muft 
happen, either that the forced buyer is ruined, or 
the price of the product of the labour, in that pro- 
portion is raifed. Then the wheel turns round, 
and the evil complained of falls with aggravated 
weight on the complainant. The price of corn, 
which is the refult of the expence of all the opera- 
tions of hu than dry, taken together, and for fome 
time continued, will rife on the labourer, confider- 
ed as a confumer. The very beft will be, that he 
remains where he was. But if the price of the 
corn ihould not compenfate the price of labour, 
what is far more to be feared, the moft ferious 

c c 2 evil. 
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-evil, the very deftruction of agriculture rtlelfj is 
to be apprehended. 

Nothing is fuch an enemy to accuracy ofjudg- 
tnent as a coarfe di (crimination; a want of fuch 
claflification and diftri but ion as the fubjeft admits 
of. Increafe the rate of wages to the labourer, 
fay the regulators — as if labour was but one thing 
and of one value. But this very broad generick 
term, labour , admits, at leaft of two or three fpe- 
cifick deferiptions : and thefe willfuffice, at leaft, 
to let gentlemen difeern a" little the neceflity of 
proceedingwi th caution in their coercive guidance 
of thofe wlinfe exiftence depends upon the obfer- 
vance of ftill nicer diftinftionsand fub-divifions, 
than commonly they refort to in forming their 
j ud gm en ts on th i s very enlarged part of oeconomy . 

The labourers inbufbandry may be divided: iff. 
into thofe who are able to perform the full work 
of a man ; that is, what can be done by a perfon 
from twenty-one years of age to fifty. I know no 
hutbandry work (mowing hardly excepted) that 
is not equally within the power of all perfons 
within thofe ages, the more advanced fully coin- 
penfating by knack and habit what they lofe in 
activity. Unqueftionably, there is a good deal of 
difference between the value of one man’s labour 
and that of another, from ftrength, dexterity, and 
honed application. But 1 am quite Cure, from my 
bed obfervation, that any given five men will in 
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their total, afford a proportion of labour equal to 
any other five within the periods of life I have 
dated ; that is, that among fuch five men there 
will be one poffeffing all the qualifications of a 
good workman, one bad, and the other three 
middling, and approximating to the firft and the 
laft. So that in lb finall a platoon as that of even 
five, you will find the full complement of all that 
five men can earn. Taking five and five through- 
out the kingdom, they are equal : therefore, an 
errour with regard to the equalization of their 
wages by ihofe who employ five, as farmers do at 
the very leaft, cannot be confiderable. 

adly. Thofe who are able to work, but not the 
complete talk of a day-labourer. This clals is in- 
finitely diverfified, but will aptly enough fall into 
principal divifions. Men , from the decline, which 
after fifty becomes every year more fenfible, to 
the period of debility and decrepitude, and the 
maladies that precede a final dilfolntion. IV omen, 
whofeemployment onhutbandry is butoccafional, 
and who differ more in effective labour one from 
another than men do, on account of gefiation, 
nurfing, and domeflick management, over and 
above the difference they have in common with 
men in advancing, in ftationary, and in declining 
life. Children , who proceed on the reverfe order, 
growing from lefs to greater utility, but with a 
dill greater difproportion of nutriment to labour 
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than is found in thcfecond of thefe fub-divifions f 
as is vifible to thole who will give themfelves the 
trouble of examining into the interipur opconomy 
of a poar-houfe. 

This inferiour claflification is introduced ta 
ftiew, that laws prefcribing, or inagiftrates exer- 
cifing, a very ftiff, and often inapplicable rule, or 
a blind and rafli difcretion, never can provide the 
juft proportions between earning and falary on 
the one hand, and nutriment qn the other: 
whereas inttreit, habit, and the tacit cpnvention, 
that arifefrom a thoufaud namelcfs circumftances, 
produce a tact that regulates without difficulty* 
what laws and magiftrates cannot regulate at all. 
The firft clafs of labour wants nothing to equa- 
lize itj it equalizes itfelf. The fecond and 
third are not capable of any equalization. 

But what if the rate of hire to the labourer 
conies far (hort of his neceflary fqbfiftence, and 
the calamity of the time is fo great a§ to threaten 
qftual famine? Is the poor labourer to be aban- 
doned to the flinty heart and griping hand of bafe 
felf-intereft, fupported by the fword of law, efpe- 
cially when there is reafon to fuppofpthat the very 
gvarice of fanners themfelves has concurred with 
the crrour§ of government to bring famine on the 
land ? 

I ' 

fn that cafe, my opinion is this. Whenever it 
happens that a man can claim nothing according 
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to the rules of commerce, and the principles of 
juftice, hepalfesoutof that department, and comes 
within the jurifdi&ion of mercy. In that pro- 
vince the magiftrate has nothin**- at all to do: his 
interference is a violation of the property which it 
is his office to protect. Without all doubt, charity 
to the poor is a direct and obligatory duty upon 
all Chrittians, next in order after the payment of 
debts, full as ftrong, and by nature made infinitely 
more delightful to us. Puffendorff, and other 
cafuifts, do not, I think, denominate it quite pro- 
perly, when they call it a duty of imperfect obli- 
gation. But the manner, mode, time, choice of 
objects, and proportion, are left to private dilcre- 
tion; and perhaps, for that very reafon it is per- 
formed with the greater fatisfa£tion, becaufe the 
difeharge of it has more the appearance of free- 
dom ; recommending us befides very fpecialiy to 
the divine favour, as the exercife of a virtue molt 
fuitable to a being fenfible of its own infirmity. 

The cry of the people in cities and towns, tho ugh 
unfortunately (from a fear of their multitude and 
combination) the moft regarded, ought, in jafi i 
to be the leafl attended to upon this fubjeft; for 
citizens are in a ftate of utter ignorance ot the 
means bv which they are to be fed, and tney con- 
tribute little or nothing, except in an infinitely 
circuitous manner, to their own maintenance. 
They are truly, “ Fruges con/umere nati .” They 
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are to be heard with great refpeCt and attentiort 
upon matters within their province, that is, on 
trades and manufactures ; but on any thing that 
relates to agriculture, they are to be liftened to 
with the fame reverend which we pay to the dog- 
mas of other ignorant and prefumptuous men. 

If any one were to tell them, that they were to 
give in an account of all the flock in their fhopsj 
that attempts would be made to limit their profits, 
or raife the price of the labouring manufacturers 
upon them, or recommend to government, out of 
a capital from the publick revenues, to fet up a 
fliop of the fame commodities, in order to rival 
them, and keep them to reafonable dealing, they 
would very foan fee the impudence, injuftice, 
and oppreflion of fuch a courfe. They would not 
be miitaken ; but they are of opinion, that agri- 
culture i& to be fubjeCt to other laws, and to be 
governed by other principles, 

A greater and more ruinous miftake cannot be 
fallen into, than that the trades of agriculture and 
grazing can be conducted upon any other than the 
common principles of commerce; namely, thatthe 
producer fhould be permitted, and even expected, 
to look to all pofiible profit, which, without fraud 
or violence, he can make ; to turn plenty or fcar- 
city to the belt advantage he can ; to keep back or 
to bring forward his commodities at his pleafure ; 
\o account to no one for his flock or for his gain, 
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On any other terms he is the (lave of the confu- 
mer; and that he fhould be fo is of no benefit to 
the confumer. No flave was ever fo beneficial to 
the matter, as a freeman that deals with him on an 
equal footing by convention, formed on the rules 
and principles of contending interefts and com- 
promifed advantages. The confumer, if he were 
fuffered, would in the end always be the dupe of 
his own tyranny and injuftice. The landed gen- 
tleman is never to forget, that the farmer is his 
reprefen tative. 

It is a perilous thing to try experiments on the 
farmer. The farmer’s capital (except in a few 
perfons, and in a very few places) is far more feeble 
than commonly is imagined. The trade is a very: 
poor trade; it is fubjed to great rifks and Ioffes. 
The capital, fuch as it is, is turned but once in the 
year; in fome branches it requires three years be- 
fore the money is paid. I believe never lefs than, 
three in the turnip and grafs-land courfe, which is 
the prevalent courfe on the more or lefs fertile, 
fandy and gravelly loams, and thefe cornpofe the 
foil in the fouth and fouth-eaft of England, the 
belt adapted, and perhaps the only ones that are 
adapted to the turnip hufbandry. 

It is very rare that the inoft profperous farmer, 
counting the value of his quick and dead ftock, 
the intereft of the money he turns, together with 
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liis own wages as a bailiff or overfeer, ever does 
make twelve or fifteen per centum by the year on 
liis capital. I fpeak of the profpeious. In nioft 
of the parts of England which have fallen within 
my obfervation, I have rarely known a farmer, 
who to his own trade has not added fome other 
employment or traffick, that, after a courfe of the 
nioft unremitting parfimony and labour (fuch for 
the greater part is theirs), and perfevering in his 
bufinefs for a long courfe of years, died worth 
more than paid his debts, leaving bis pofterity ta 
continue in nearly the fame equal conflict between 
induftry and want, in which the laft predeceffor, 
and a long line of predecefi’ors before him, lived 
and died. 

. Obferve that I fpeak of the generality of farmers 
who have not more than from one hundred and 
fifty to three or four hundred acres. There are 
few in this part of the country within the for- 
mer, or much beyond the latter, extent. Unquef- 
tionably in other places there are much larger. 
But, I am convinced, whatever part of England 
be the theatre of his operations, a farmer who 
cultivates twelve hundred acres, which I confider 
as a large farm, though I know there are larger, 
cannot proceed, with any degree of fafety and 
effeft, with a fmaller capital than ten thoufand 
pounds: and that he cannot, in the ordinary 
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pourfe of culture, make more upon that great 
capital of ten thoufancl pounds, than twelve 
hundred a year. 

As to the weaker capitals, an eafy judgment may- 
be formed by what very fmall errours they may be 
farther attenuated, enervated, rendered unproduc- 
tive, and perhaps totally deltroyed, 

This conftantprecarioufnefs, and ultimate mo- 
derate limits of a fanner's fortune, on the ftrongeft 
capita], I prefs, not only on account of the hazard- 
ous fpeculations of the times, but becaufe the ex- 
cellent and moll ufeful works of my friend, Mr. 
Arthur Y oung, tend to propagate thaterrour (fuck. 
I am very certain it is), of the largenefs of a far- 
mer's profits. It is not that his account of the 
produce does often greatly exceed, but he by no 
means makes the proper allowance for accidents 
and lodes. I might enter into a convincing de- 
tail, if other more troublefojne and more necef- 
fary details were not before me. 

This propofed diferetionary tax on labour milk 
tates with the recommendations of the hoard of 
agriculture : they recommend a general ufe of the 
drill culture. I agree with the board, that where 
tire foil is not exceffively heavy, or encumbered 
with large loofe ftones (which however is the cafe 
with much otherwife good land), that courfe is 
the beft, and mod productive, provided that the 
moft accurate eye; the moft vigilant fuperintend- 
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ance; the mofi prompt activity, which has no ; 
fiich day as to-morrow in its calendar ; the mofi 
ftcady forefight and pre-difpofing order to have 
every body and every thing ready in its place, and 
prepared to take advantage of the fortunate fugi- 
tive moment, in this coquetting climate of ours — 
provided, I fay, all thefe combine to fpeed the 
plough, I admit its fuperiority over the old and 
general methods. But under procrafiinating, im- 
provident, ordinary hufbandmen, who may neg- 
lect or let flip the few opportunities of fweetening 
and purifying theirground with perpetually reno- 
vated toil, and undiffipated attention, nothing, 
when tried to any extent, can be worfe, or more 
dangerous: the farm may be ruined, inftead of 
having the foil enriched and fweetened by it. 

But the excellence of the method on a proper 
foil, and conducted by hufbandmen, of whom 
there are few, being readily granted, how, and on 
what conditions, is this culture obtained ? Why, 
h y a very great increafe of labour; by an augmen- 
tation of the third part, at leafi, of the hand- 
labour, to fay nothing of the horfes and machinery 
employed in ordinary tillage. Now, every man 
muft be fenfible how little becoming the gravity 
of legiflature it is to encourage a board, which re- 
commends to us, and npon very weighty reafons 
unqueftionably, an enlargement of the capital we 
employ in the operations of the hand, and then to 
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pafs an a6t which taxes that manual labour, already 
at a very high rate; thus compellingustodiminifli 
the quantity of labour which in the vulgar courfe 
we a&ually employ. 

What is true of the farmer is equally true of the 
middle man; whether the middle man ads as 
fador, jobber, falefman, or fpeculator, in the mar- 
kets of grain. Thefe traders are to be left to their 
free courfe; and the more they make, aud the 
richer they are, and the more largely they deal, 
the better both for the farmer and confumer, be- 
tween whom they form a natural and molt ufeful 
link of connection; though, by the machinations 
of the old evil counfellor, Envy, they are hated 
and maligned by both parties. 

I hear that middle men areaccufed of mono- 
poly. Without queftion, the monopoly of autho- 
rity is, in every inftance and in every degree, an 
evil; but the monopoly of capital is the contrary. 
It is a great benefit, and a benefit particularly to 
the poor. A tradeftnan who has but a hundred 
pound capital, which (fay) lie can turn hut once 
a year, cannot live upon a profit of 10 per cent, be- 
caufe he cannot live upon ten pounds a year; but 
a man of ten thoufand pounds capital can live aud 
thrive upon 5 per cent, profit in the year, becaufe 
he has five hundred pounds a year. The fame 
proportion holds in turning it twice or thrice. 
Thefe principles are plain and fimple; and it is 
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not ourignorance, fornuclias the levity, theenvy* 
and the malignity of our nature, that hinders us 
from perceiving and yielding to them : but we are 
not to fuffer our vices to ufurp the place of out 
judgment. 

The balance between confumption and ptoduc* 
tion makes price. The market fettles, and alone 
can fettle that price. Market is the meeting and 
conference of the confumer and producer , when 
they mutually difcover each other’s w'ants. No-*, 
body, I believe, has obferved with any reflexion 
what market is, without being aftonilhed at the 
truth, the correftnefs, the celerity, the general 
equity, with which the balance of wants is fettled* 
They who with the deftruClion of that balance, and 
would fain by arbitrary regulation decree, that 
defective production fhould not be compenfated 
by increased price, directly lay their axe to the 
root of production itfelf. 

They may even in one year of fuch falfe policy, 
do mifehiefs incalculable; becaufe the trade of a 
farmer is, as I have before explained, one of ther 
moft precarious in its advantages, the mofi liable 
to Ioffes, and the lcaft profitable of any that is 
carried on. It requires ten times more of labour, 
of vigilance, of attention, of fkill, and let me add, 
of good fortune alfo, to carry on the bufinefs of 
a farmer with luccefs, than what belongs to any 
other trade. Seeing things in this light, I am far 
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from prefuming to cenfure the late circular in- 
ftru&ion of council to lord Keutenauts — but I 
confefs I do not clearly difeern its object. I am 
greatly afraid that the inquiry will raife fome 
alarm as a meafure, leading to the French fyftem 
of putting corn into requifition. For that was 
preceded by an inquifitionfomewhatfirailar in its 
principle, though, according to their mode, their 
principles are full of that violence, which here is 
not much to be feared. It goes on a principle 
dire&lv oppofite to mine: it prefumes, that the 
market is no fair teji of plenty or fcarcity. Itraifes 
a fufpicion, which may affeft the tranquillity of 
the publick mind, “that the farmer keeps back, 
“ and takes unfair advantages by delay;” on the 
part of the dealer, it gives rife obvioufly to a 
thoufand nefarious fpeculations. 

In cafe the return fliould on the whole prove 
favourable, is it meant to ground a meafure for 
encouragingexportation and checking the import, 
of corn? If it is not, what end can it anfwer? 
And, I believe, it is not. 

This opinion may be fortified by a report gone 
abroad, that intentions are entertained of erecting 
publick granaries, and that this inquiry is to give 
government an advantage in its purchafes. 

I hear that fuch a meafure has been propofed, 
and is under deliberation, that is, for government 
to fet up a granarj in every market town, at the 
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expence of the ftate, in order to extinguifh the 
dealer, and tofubjeft the farmer to the confumer, 
by fecuring corn to the latter at a certain and 
fteadv price. 

If fuch a fcheme is adopted, I fhould not like 
to anfwer for the fafetv of the granary, of the 
agents, or of the town itfelf, in which the granary 
was eredled — the fn ft ftorm of popular phrenzy 
would fall upon that granary. 

So far in apolitical light. 

In anceconomical light, I niuftobferve, that the 
conftrudtion of fuch granaries throughout the 
kingdom, would be at an ex pence beyond all cal- 
culation. The keeping them up would be at a 
great charge. The management and attendance 
would require an army of agents, ftore-keepers; 
clerks, and fervants. I he capital to be employed 
in the purchafe of grain would be enormous. The 
w afte, decay, and corruption, would be a dreadful 
drawback on the whole dealing; and the diflatif- 
faftion of the people, at having decayed, tainted, 
or corrupted corn fold to them, as muft be the 
cafe, would be ferious. 

This climate (whatever others may be) is not 
favourable to granaries, where wheat is to be kept 
for any time. The heft, and indeed the only good 
granary, is the rick yard of the farmer, where the 
corn is preferved in its own draw, fweet, clean, 
wholefome, free from vermin and from infers, 
5 and 
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and comparatively at a trifle of expence. This, and 
the barn, enjoying many of the fame advantages, 
have been the foie granaries of England from the 
foundation of its agriculture to this day. All this 
is done at the expence of the undertaker, and at 
his foie rifk. He contributes to government ; he 
receives nothing from it but protection; and to 
this he has a claim. 

Themomentthatgovernmentappearsatmarket, 
all the principles of market will be fubverted. I 
don't know whether the farmer will fuflfer by it 
as long as there is a tolerable market of competi- 
tion; but 1 am fure that, in the firft place, the 
trading government M ill fpeedily become a bank- 
rupt, and the confumer in the end will fuffer. If 
government makes all its purchafes at once, itwill 
inftantly raife the market upon itfelf. If it makes 
them by degrees, it mull follow the courfe of the 
market. If it follows the courfe of the market, it 
■w ill produce no effect, and the confumer may as 
well buy as he wants — -therefore all the expence 
is incurred gratis. 

But if the objeCt of this fcheme fhould be, what 
I fufpeCt it is, to deftroy the dealer, commonly 
called the middle man, and by incurring a volun- 
tary lofs to carry the baker to deal with govern- 
ment, I am to tell them that they muft fet up an- 
othertrade, that of a miller or a mealman, attend- 
ed with a new train of expences and rilks. If in 
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both thefe trades they Ihould fucceed, fo as to ex- 
clude thole who trade on natural and private ca- 
pitals, then they will have a monopoly in their 
hands, which, under the appearance of a mono- 
poly of capital, will, in reality, be a monopoly of 
authority, and will ruin whatever it touches. The 
agriculture of the kingdom cannot hand before 
it. 

A little place like Geneva, of not more than 
from twenty-five to thirty thoufand inhabitants, 
which has no territory, or next to none ; which 
depends for its exiftence onthegood-will of three 
neighbouring powers, and is of courfe continually 
In a ftate of fomething like a Jiege, or in the 
fpeculation of it, might find fome refource in ftate 
granaries, and fome revenue from the monopoly 
of what w as fold to the keepers of publick-houfes. 

/ This is a policy for a ftate too fmall for agriculture. 
It is not (for inftance) fit for fo great a country as 
the Pope polfefies, where, however, it is adopted 
and purfued in a greater extent, and with more 
ftriftnefs. Certain of the Pope's territories, from 
whence the city of Romeisfupplied, being obliged 
tofuruilh Rome and the granaries of his Holinefs 
with corn at a certain price, that part of the papal 
territories is utterly ruined. That ruin may be 
traced with certainly to this foie caufe, and it ap- 
pears indubitably by a comparifon of their ftate 
and condition with that of the other part of the 
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«oclefiaftical dominions not fubje&ed to the fame 
regulations, which are in circumftances highly 
flourilhing. . )ii 

The reformation ©# this evil fyftem is in a man- 
ner impracticable; for, firft, it does keep bread 
and all other provifions equally fubjedt to the 
chamber of fupply, at a pretty reafonable and re- 
gular price, in the city of Rome. This prelerves 
quiet among the numerous poor, idle, and natu- 
rally mutinous people, of a very great capital. But 
the quiet of the town is purchafed by the ruin of 
the country, and the ultimate wretchednefs of 
both. The next caufe which renders this evil in- 
curable, is, the jobs which have grown out of it, 
and which, in fpite of all precautions, would grow 
out of luch things, even under governments far 
more potentthan the feeble authority of the Pope. 

This example of Rome, which has been derived 
from the mod ancient times, and the mod flou- 
rifhing period of the Roman empire (but not of 
the Roman agriculture) may ferve as a great cau- 
tion to all governments, not to attempt to feed 
the people out of the hands of the magiftrates. If 
once they are habituated to it, though but for 
one half-year, they will never be fatisfied to have 
it otherwife. And having looked to govern- 
ment for bread, on the very firft fcarcity they will 
turn and bite the hand that fed them. To avoid 
that evil, government will redouble the caufes of 
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it; anti then it will become inveterate and Incur- 
able. 

I befeech the government (which 1 take in the 
largeft fenfe of the word, cdmpre'hending the two 
houfes of parliament) feriouily to confider that 
years of fcarcity or plenty, do not come alternately 
or at fhort intervals, but in pretty long cycles and 
irregularly, and confequently that we cannotaflure 
ourfelves, if we take a wrong meafure, from the 
temporary necefiities of one feafon; but that the 
next, and probably more, will drive us to the con- 
tinuance of it; fo that, in my opinion, there is no 
way of preventing this evil which goes to the de- 
ftru&ion of all our agriculture, and of that part of 
our internal commerce which touches our agricul- 
ture the mod nearly, as well as the fafety and very 
being of government, but manfully to refift the 
very firfl idea, fpeculative or pra&ical, that it is 
within the competence of government, taken as 
government, or even of the rich, as rich, tofupply 
to the poor, thofe neceflaries which it has pleafed 
the Divine Providence for a while to with-hold 
from them. We, the people, ought to be made 
fenfible, that it is not in breaking the laws of com- 
merce, which are the laws of nature, and confe- 
quently the laws of God, that we are to place our 
hope of foftening the Divine difpiealure to re- 
move any calamity under which we fuffer, or 
which hangs over us. 
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So far as to the principles of general policy. 

As to the ftate of things which is urged as area- 
fon to deviate from them, thefe are the circum- 
ltances of the harveft of 1794 and 179,5. With 
regard to the harveft of 1794, in relation to the 
nobleft grain, wheat, it is allowed to have been 
fomewhat Ihort, but not exceffively ; and in qua- 
lity, for the feven-and-twenty years, during which 
I have been a farmer, I never remember wheat to 
have been fo good. The world were, however, 
deceived in their fpeculations upon it-— thefarmer 
as well as the dealer. Accordingly the price fluc- 
tuated beyond any thing I can remember ; for, at 
one time of theyear, I fold my wheat at i4l.a load, 
(I fold off all I had, as I thought this was a reafon- 
able price), when at the end of the feafon, if I had 
then had any to fell, I might have got thirty gui- 
neas for the fame fort of grain. I fold all that I 
had, as 1 faid, at a comparatively low price, becaufe 
I thought it a good price, compared with what I 
thought the general produce of the harveft; but 
when I came to confuler what my own total was, 
I found that the quantity had not anfwered my 
expe&ation. It muft be remembered, that this 
year of produce, (theyear 1794) fhort, but excel- 
lent, followed a year which was not extraordinary 
in produ6lion, nor of a fuperiour quality, and left 
but little in ftore. At firft this was not felt, be- 
caufe the harveft came in unufually early — earlier 
than common, by a full month. 
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The winter, at the end of 1794, and beginning 
of 1 795, was more than ufually unfavourable both 
to corn and grafs, owing to the bidden relaxation 
of very rigorous frofts, followed by rains, which 
were again rapidly fuccceded by frofts of ftiil 
greater rigour than the firft. 

Much wheatwas utterly deftroycd. The clover 
grafs fuffered in many places. What I never ob- 
ferved before, the rye-grafs, or coarfebent,fuffer- 
ed more than the clover. Even the meadow-grafs 
in fome places was killed to the very roots. In 
the fpring, appearances were better than we ex- 
pected. All the early fawn grain recovered itfelf, 
and came up with great vigour; but that, which 
was late fown, was feeble, and did not promife to 
refill any blights, in the fpring, which; however, 
with all its unpleafant viciffitudes paffed off very 
well; and nothing looked better than the wheat 
at the time of blooming : — but at that moft criti- 
cal time of all, a cold dry eaft wind, attended with 
very lharp frofts, longer and ftronger than I recoi- 
led at that time of year, deftroyed the flowers, and 
withered up, in an aftoni thing manner, the whole 
fide of the ear next to the wind. At that time I 
brought to town fome of the ears, tor the purpofe 
of fliewing to my friends the operation of thofe 
unnatural frofts, and according to their extent I 
predicted a great fcarcity. But fuchis theplealure 
of agreeable profpeCls, that my opinion was little 
regarded. 

On 
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Onthrefhing, Ifoundthings aslexpe6led — the 
ears notfilled.fomeofthecapfules quite empty, and 
feverai others containing only withered hungry 
grain, inferiour to the appearance of rye. My beft 
ears and grain were not fine ; never had I grain of 
lb low a quality — yet I fold one load for 21 1 . At 
the fame time I bought my feed wheat (it was ex- 
cellent) at 23I. Since then the price has rifen, and 
I have fold about two load of the fame fort at 23I. 
Such was the ftate of the market when 1 left home 
laft Monday. Little remains in my barn. I hope 
fome in the rick may be better; finceit was earlier 
fown, as well as I can recollect. Some ofimy neigh- 
bours have better, fome quite as bad, orevenworfe. 
I fufpefil it will befound, that wherever the bligbt- 
ing wind and: thofe frofts at blooming time have 
prevailed, the produce of the wheat crop will turn- 
out very indifferent. Thofe parts which have ; 
efcaped, will, I can baldly doubt, have a reason- 
able produce. 

As to the other grains, it is to be obferved, as 
the wheat ripened very late, (on account, I con- 
ceive, of the blights) the barley gottheftartof it, 
and was ripe firft. Thq crop was with me, and 
wherever my inquiry could reach, excellent; in j 
lbme places far fuperiour to mine. 

The clover, which came up with the barley, was 
the fineft I remember to have feen. 

d d 4 The 
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The turnips of this year are generally good. 

The clover fown laftyear, where not totally de- 
ftroyed, gave two good crops, or one crop and a 
plentiful feed ; and, bating the lofs of the rye-grafs, 
I do not remember a better produce. 

The meadow-grafs yielded butamiddlingcrop, 
and neither of the fown or natural grafs was there 
in any farmer’s pofleflion any remainder from the 
year worth taking into account. In moft places, 
there was none at all. 

Oats with me were not in a quantity more con- 
fiderable than in commonly good feafons; but I 
have never know n them heavier, than they were 
in other places. The oat was not only an heavy, 
but an uncommonly abundant crop. My ground 
under peafe did not exceed an acre, or thereabouts, 
but the crop w*as great indeed. I believe it is 
throughout the country exuberant. 

It is however to be remarked, as generally of all 
the grains, fo particularly of the peafe, that there 
was not the fmalleft quantity in referve. 

The demand of the year inuft depend folely on 
its own produde; and the price of thefpring-corn 
is not to be expe&ed to fall very foon, or at any 
time very low. 

Uxbridge is a great corn market. As I came 
through that town, I found that at the laft market- 
day, barley was at forty lhillings a quarter; oats 
, there 
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there were literally none ; and the innkeeper was 
obliged to fend for them to London. I forgot to 
afk about peafe. Potatoes were 5s. the bulhel. 

In the debate on this fubjeCi in the houfe, I am 
told that a leading member of great ability, little 
converfant in theft matters, oblerved, that the 
general uniform dearnefs of butcher’s meat, 
butter, and cheefe, could not be owing to a de- 
fective produce of wheat; and on this ground 
infinuated afufpicion of fome unfair practice on 
the fubjeCt, that called for inquiry. 

Unquestionably the mere deficiency of wheat, 
could not caufe the dearnefs of the other articles, 
which extends not only to the provifions he men- 
tioned, but to every other without exception. 

The caufe is indeed fo very plain and obvious, 
that the wonder is the other way. When a pro- 
perly directed inquiry is made, the gentlemen who 
are amazed at the price of thefe commodities will 
find, that when hay is at fix pound a load, as they 
mud know it is, herbage, and for more than one 
year, mud befcanty, and they will conclude, that 
if grafs be lcarce, beef, veal, mutton, butter, 
milk, and cheefe, mujl be dear. 

But to take up the matter fdfnewhat more in de- 
tail — ifthe wheat harveft in 1794, excellent in qua- 
lity, was defective in quantity, the barley harveft 
was in quality ordinary enough; and in quantity 
deficient. This was foon felt in the price of malt. 

Another 



Digitized by Google 




410 THOUGHTS AND DETAILS 

Another article of produce (beans) was not at. 
all plentiful. The crop of peafe was wholly 
defiroyed, fo that feveral farmers pretty early 
gave up all hopes on that head, and cut the green 
haulm as fodder for the cattle, then perifliiug for ; 
want of food in that dry and burning fummer. 

I myfelf came off better than moft — I had about 
the fourth of a crop of peafe. 

It will be recolle&ed, that, in a manner, all the 
bacon and pork confumed in this country, (the far 
largeft confumption of meat out of towns) is, when 
growing, fed on grafs, and on whey, or fkimmed 
milk; and when fatting, partly on the latter. 
This is the cafe in the dairy countries, all of them 
great breeders and feeders of fwine; but for the 
much greater part, and in all the corn countries, 
they are fattened on beans, barley meal, and peafe. 
When the food of the animal is fcarce, his flcfli 
muft be dear. This, one would fuppofe, would 
require no great penetration to difeover. 

This failure of fo very large afupply of flefli in 
onefpecies, naturally throws the wholedemandof 
theconfumer on the diminithed fupply of all kinds 
of fleflr, and, indeed, on all the matters of human 
ftiftenance. Nor, in my opinion, are we to expect 

a greater cheapnefs in that article for this year, even 

though corn fliould grow cheaper, as it is to be 
hoped it will. The ftore fwine, from the failure 
of fubfiftence laftyear, are now at an extravagant 

price. 
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price. Pigs, at our fairs, have fol4 lately for 
fifty drillings, which, two years ago, would not 
have brought more than twenty. 

As to fheep, none, I thought, were ftrangers to 
the general failure of the article of turnips laft 
year ; the early having been burned as they came 
up, by the great drought and heat ; the late, and 
thofeof the early which had efcaped, weredeftroyr 
ed by the chilling frofts of the winter, and the wet 
and fevere weather of the fpring. In many places 
a full fourth of the llieep or the lambs were loft; 
what remained of the lambs were poor and ill-fed, 
the ewes having had no milk. The calves came 
late, and they were generally an article, the want 
of which was as much to be dreaded as any other. 
So that article of food, formerly fo abundant in 
the early part of the fummer, particularly in 
London, and which in a great part fupplied the 
place of mutton for near two months, did little 
lefs than totally fail. 

All the productions of the earth link in with 
each other. All the fourcesof plenty, in all and 
every article, were dried or frozen up. 'I he fcar- 
city was not, as gentlemen feem to fuppofe, iu 
wheat only. 

Another caufe, and that not of inconfiderable 
operation, tended to produce a fcarcity in flelh 
provifion. It is one that on many accounts can- 
not be too much regretted, and, the rather, as it 

was 
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was the foie caufe of a fcarcity in that article, 
Vhich arofe from the proceedings of men them- 
felve3. I mean the {top put to the diftillery. 

The hogs (and that would be fufficient) which 
Were fed with the wafte wafh of that produce, did 
not demand the fourth part of the corn ufed by 
farmers in fattening them. The fpirit was nearly 
fo much clear gain to the nation. It is an odd 
way of making flefh cheap, to flop or check the 
diftilleiy. 

The diftillery in itfelf produces an immenfe ar- 
ticle of trade almoft all over the world, to Africa, 
to North America, and to various parts of Europe. 
It is of great ufe, next to food itfelf, to our fiftj- 
eries and to our whole navigation. A great part 
of the diftillery was carried on by damaged corn, 
unfit for bread, and by barley and malt of the 
loweft quality. Thefe things could not be more 
unexceptionably employed. The domeftick con- 
fumption of fpirits, produced, without com- 
plaints, a very great revenue, applicable, if we 
pleafed, in bounties to the bringing corn from 
other places, far beyond the value of that con- 
fumed in making it, or to the encouragement of 
its increafed production at home. 

As to what is faid, in a phyfical and moral view, 
againftthehomeconfumption of fpirits, experience 
has long fince taught me very little to refpeftthe 
declamations on that fubje6t— Whether the 
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tlinnder of the laws, or the thunder of eloquence, 
“is hurled on gin," always I am thunderproof. The 
alembick, in my mind, ha's furnifhed the world a 
far greater benefit and blefiing, than if the opus 
maximum\vA<\ been really found by chemiltry, and, 
like Midas, we could turn every thing into gold. 

Undoubtedly there may be a dangerous abufe 
in theexcefs offpirits ; and at one time I am ready 
to believe the abufe was great. When fpirits are 
cheap, the bufinefs of drunkennefs is achieved 
with little time or labour; but that evil I confider 
to be wholly done away. Obfervation for the laft 
forty years, and very particularly for thelaftthirty, 
has turn i ilied me with ten inftances of drunken- 
nefs from other caufes, for one from this. Ardent 
fpirit is a great medicine, often to remove diftem- 
pers — much more frequently to prevent them, or 
to chafe them away in their beginnings. It is not 
nutritive in any great degree. But, if not food, it 
greatly alleviates the want of it. It invigorates 
the ftomach for the digeftion of poor meagre diet, 
noteafilyalliable to the human eonftitution. Wine 
the poor cannot touch. Beer, as applied to many 
occafions, (as among feamen and filhermen for in- 
ftance) will by no means do the bufinefs. Let me 
add, what witsinfpired with champaign and claret 
will turn into ridicule — it is a medicine for the 
mind. Under the preffure of the cares and for- 
rows of our mortal condition, men have at all 

times. 
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times, and in all countries, called in fome phy* 
fical aid to their moral confolations, — wine, beer, 
opium, brandy, or tobacco. 

I confuler therefore the flopping of thediftillery, 
ceconomically, financially, commercially, medi- 
cinally, and in fome degree morally too, as a 
meafure rather well meant than well confidered. 
It is too precious a facrifice to prejudice. 

* Gentlemen well know whether there be a fcar- 
city of partridges, and whether that be an eftedt 
of hoarding and combination. All the tame race 
of birds live and die as the wild do. 

As to the lelfer articles, they are like the greater. 
They have followed thefortuneof thefeafon. Why 
are fowls dear? was not this the farmer’s or job- 
bers’s fault ? I fold from my yard to a jobber, fix 
young and lean fowls, for four and twenty thil- 
lings; fowls, for which, two years ago, the fame 
man would not have given a fliil ling apiece. — He 
fold them afterwards at Uxbridge, and they were 
taken to London to receive the lalt hand. 

As to the operation of the war in caufing the 
fcarcity of provifions, I underftand that Mr. Pitt 
has given a particular anfwer to it — but I do not 
think it worth powder and fhot. 

Ido not wonder the papers are fo full of this fort 
of matter, but I am a little furprifed it fliould be 
mentioned inparliament. Like all great ftate quef- 
tions, peace and war may be difeuffed, and different 
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opinions fairly formed, on political grounds, 
but on a queftion of the prefent price of provi- 
iions, when peace with the regicides is always up- 
permoft, I can only fay, that great is the love of it. 

After all, have we not reafon to be thankful to 
the Giver of all good ? In our hiltory, and wheu 
“ the labourer of England is faid to have been 
“ once happy,” we find conftantly, after certain 
intervals, a period of real famine ; by which, a 
melancholy havock was made among the human 
race. The price of provifions fluctuated dread- 
fully, demonftrating a deficiency very different 
from the worft failures of the prefent moment. 
Never fince I have known England, have I known 
more than a comparative fcarcity. . The price of 
wheat, taking a number of years together, has 
had no very confiderable fluctuation, nor has it 
rilen exceedingly until within this twelvemonth. 

, Even now, I do not know of one man, woman, or 
child, that has perifhed from famine; fewer, if 
any, I believe, than in years of plenty, when fuch 
a thing may happen by accident. This is owing 
to a care and fuperintendance of the poor, far 
greater than any I remember. 

The confideration of this ought to bind us all, 
rich and poor together, againft thofe wicked 
writers of the newfpapers, who would inflame the 
poor againft their friends, guardians, patrons, and 
proteftors. Not only very few (I haveoblerved, 
i . that 
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that I know of none, though I live in a place as 
poor as moft) have a&ually died of want, but we 
have feen no traces of thofe dreadful exterminat- 
ing epidemicks, which, in confequence of fcanty 
and unwholefome food, in former times, not 
unfrequently wafted whole nations. Let us be 
faved from too much wifdom of our own, and 
we fliall do tolerably well. 

It is one of the fineft problems in legiflation, 
and what has often engaged my thoughts whilft I 
followed that profeflion, “ What the ftate ought 
“ to take upon itfelf to direct by the publick wif- 
“ dom, and what it ought to leave, with as little 
“ interferenceas poflible, to individual diferetion.” 
Nothing, ^certainly, can be laid down on thefub- 
ject that will not admit of exceptions, many per- 
manent, fome occafional. But the cleareft line of 
diftinetion which I could draw, whilft I had my 
chalk to dray any line, was this ; that the ftate 
ought to confine itfelf to what regards the ftate, 
or the creatures of the ftate, namely, the extei iour 
eftabliihment of its religion; its magiftracy ; its 
revenue ; its military force by fea and land ; the 
corporations that owe their exiftence to its fiat; 
in a word, to every thing that is truly and properly 
publick, to the publick peace, to the publi ck fafety, 
to the publick order, to the publick profperity. 
In its preventive police it ought to be fparingof 
its efforts, and to employ means, rather few, un- 
frequent, 
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frequent, and ftrong, than many, and frequent, 
and, trf coiirfe, as they multiply their puny poli- 
tick race, and dwindle, fmall and feeble. Statef- 
men who know themfelves will, with fthe dignity 
which belongs to wifdom, proceed only in this the 
fuperiour orb and firft mover of their duty fteadily, 
Vigilantly, feverely, courageoufly : whatever re- 
mains will, in a manner, provide.for itfelf. But as 
they defeend from the ftate to a province, from a 
province to a parifh, and from a parilh to a pri- 
vate houfe, they go on accelerated in their fall. 
They cannot do the lower duty; and, in propor- 
tion as they try it, they will certainly fail in the 
higher. They ought to know the different de- 
partments of things ; what belongs to laws, and 
what manners alone can regulate. To thefe, great 
politicians may give a leaning, but they cannot 
give a law. 

Dur legiflature has fallen into this fault as well 
as other governments; all have fallen into it more 
or lefs. The once mighty ftate, which was neareft 
to us locally, neareft to us in every Way, and whofe 
ruins threaten to fall upon our heads, is a ftrong 
inftance of this errour. I can never quote France 
without a foreboding ligh—- EEIETAI'HMAP! Sci- 
pio faid it to his recording Greek friend amidft 
the flames of the great rival of his country. That 
ftate has fallen by the hands of the parricides 
of their country, called the revolutionifts, and 

Vo 1. VII. Ee conftitutionaiiits. 
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conftitutjonalifts, of France, a fpecies of traitors, 
of whofe fury and atrocious wickednefs nothing in 
the annals of the phrenzy and depravation ofman-* 
kind had before furpithed an example, and of 
•whom 1 can never think or fpeak without a mixed 
fenfation pf difguft, of horrour, and of deteftation, 
not ealy to be exprefled. Thel'e nefarious monfters 
deftroyed their country for what was good in it? 
fur much good there was in the conftitution of 
that noble monarchy, which, in all kinds, formed 
and nounflied great men, and great patterns of 
virtue to the world. But though its enemies were 
not enemies to its faults, its faults furnifhed them 
with means for its deftruftion. My dear departed 
friend, whofe lofs is even greater to the publick 
than to me, had often remarked, that the leading 
vice pf the French monarchy (which he had well 
ftudied) was in good intention ill-directed, and a 
reftlefs defire of governing too much, The hand 
of authority was i'een in every thing, and in every 
place. AH, therefore, that happened amiisinthe 
courfe eyen of domeftick affairs, was attributed to 
the government; and, as it always happens in this 
kind pf officious pniverfal interference, what be- 
gan in odious power, ended always, I may fay 
without an exception, in contemptible imbecility, 
f'or this reafpn, as far as lean approve of any no- 
velty, I thought well of the provincial adminiffra- 
tipns. Thole, if the fuperiour power had been 

feyere, 
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fevere, and vigilant, and vigorous, might have been 
of much ufe politically in removing government 
from many invidious details. But as every thing 
is good or bad, as it is related or combined, go- 
vernment being relaxed above as it was relaxed 
below, and the brains of the people growing more 
and more addle w’ith every fort of vilionary fpe- 
culation, the (hiftings of the fcene in the provin- 
cial theatres became only preparatives to a revolu- 
tion in the kingdom, and the popular aftings there 
only the rehearfals of the terrible drama of the 
republick. 

Tyranny and cruelty may make men juftly wilh 
the downfall of abufed powers, but I believe that 
no government ever yet perilhed from any other 
direct caufe than its own weaknefs. My opinion 
is againft an over-doing of any fort of adminiltra- 
tion, and more efpecially againft this moft mo- 
mentous of all meddling on the part of authority; 
the meddling with the fubfiftence of the people. 



THE END OF THE SEVENTH VOLE ME. 
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